OLQP MISSION STATEMENT

Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church is dedicated
to witnessing the teachings of Jesus Christ, especially
the Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 25:31-46. Our
mission is to nurture the spirit and to encourage the
potential of those we serve through liturgical celebra-
tion, educational endeavors and social ministries. The
parish will continue to identify with its origin as a Black
parish. As a multi-ethnic congregation we will seek to
promote racial harmony and social justice. While our
primary focus is within the immediate community, we
will also work to provide for the well-being of the
downtrodden everywhere. In this we strive for our
parish community to be a caring, sharing, and loving
family.

Welcome to OLQP Catholic Church!
iBienvenidos a OLQP iglesia catdlica!
Contact / Contacto:
2700 19th St S, Arlington VA 22204
703-979-5580, office@olqpva.org
Office Hours
Horas de oficina
Monday-Friday — 8:30am to 4:30pm

Lunes a viernes — 8:30am a 4:30pm
Website / sitioweb:

www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org
Live Stream Mass Schedule:

Horario de Misas de transmisioén en directo:
August 1-2 9:30am and 1pm in Spanish

1-2 agosto 9:30amy 1pm en espaiiol

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Bilingual Mass Saturday, August 15, 11:00am

La Solemnidad de la Asuncién de la Santisima Virgen Maria
Misa bilingiie el sdbado, 15 de agosto, 11:00am

Masses / Misas:
Weekdays / Dias laborables:
Mon-Fri. 12pm / lunes a viernes 12pm

Weekend Mass Schedule /
Horario de Misas de fin de semana:

Saturday Vigil — 5:30pm
Misa de vigilia sdbados - 5:30 pm
Sundays — 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:15am,
1:00pm (Spanish) & 6:00pm (Young Adult)
Domingos — 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am,
1:00 pm (espaiiol) y 6:00 pm (Misa de

Jovenes adultos)

DECLARACION DE MISION DE OLQP

La parroquia de la iglesia catélica Nuestra Sefiora
Reina de la Paz se dedica a dar testimonio de las
ensefianzas de Jesucristo, especialmente el
Evangelio de San Mateo, Capitulo 25:31-46. Nuestra
mision es nutrir el espiritu y alentar el potencial de
aquellos a quienes servimos a través de la
celebracion liturgica, labores educativas y
ministerios sociales. La parroquia continuara
identificAndose con su origen como una comunidad
afro-americana, pero reflejando una congregacion
multi-étnica y continuara promoviendo la armonia
racial y la justicia social. Si bien es cierto que
nuestro enfoque principal es la vecindad
comunitaria, continuaremos trabajando para
proveer por el bienestar de los mas necesitados en
general. Es asi como nos esforzamos para hacer de
nuestra comunidad parroquial una familia que
comparte y se preocupa por sus miembros.

Taking the five loaves and the two fish,
and looking up to heaven,
he said the blessing, broke the loaves,
and gave them to the disciples,
who in turn gave them to the crowds.

Matthew 14:19

Tomo los cinco panes y los dos pescados,
y mirando al cielo,
pronuncié una bendicioén, partié los panes
y se los dio a los discipulos para que
los distribuyeran a la gente.
Mateo 14,19

Iglesia Catodlica Nuestra Sefiora Reina de la Paz
2 de agosto de 2026

Decimoctavo Domingo en el Tiempo Ordinario

August 2, 2026

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME




A Consistent Ethic of Life Catholic Community

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION / PREPARACION SACRAMENTAL

Baptism / Bautizo:
Please email Baptism Coordinator Mary Ann Suhocki,
baptism@olqgpva.org.
Por favor mande un correo electrénico a la coordinadora de
los bautizos, Mary Ann Suhocki, baptism@olgpva.org.
Marriage Preparation/ Preparacién para el matrimonio:
Please contact the parish office at least six months before
your wedding date to complete requirements.
Por favor llame a la oficina de la parroquia seis meses antes
de su matrimonio para completar todos los requisitos.

Reconciliation / Reconciliacién—Confesion:
Fr. Ray Hall Library
Biblioteca Fr. Ray Hall
Sat, 4:45-5:15 pm, & by appointment.
Los sdbados: 4:45-5:15 pm, y por cita previa.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS / COLECTAS DEL DOMINGO
Sunday Collections / Colectas del domingo: $6,159
ParishSoft Giving - June weekly average: $16,012

Word & Eucharist Book/
Misal Palabra y Eucaristia
Today’s readings can be found on page 356
Las lecturas de hoy se encuentran en la pagina 357

BULLETIN DEADLINE / PLAZO PARA EL BOLETIN
Wednesday 9am — office@olqpva.org

OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND STRENGTHEN US/
NUESTROS ENFERMOS Y CONFINADOS NOS FORTALECEN
PLEASE PRAY FOR / POR FAVOR OREMOS POR: Suri Barahona,
Grace Bialecki, Cindy Bianga, Francis Bilgera, Precious Bowens, April
Brassard, Dave Brassard, Evie Brown, Lynne Burgh, Mary Callow,
Brody Carroll, Louise Chambers, Fred Clarke, Carmen Rosa Claure,
Chris Comer, Jeff Cory, Adele Crump, Mary Daluca, Cheryl Darby,
Donna Davis, Jim Davis, Adrienne DiCerbo, Calista Downey, Tim
Felker, Elizabeth (Bunny) Foster, Yevette Francois, Anne Fullerton,
Joseph Funk, Iva Futrell, Judy Francia-Reyes, Trishann Ganley,
Francine Gemmill, Fred Gladbach, Jo Marie Griesgraber, Melanie
Guitreaux, Joe Harrington, Harris Family, Linda Hawkins, Clare
Hayden, Beverly Hennessey, Dee Hickey, Pamela Hoeft, Patrick
Hynes, Pat Johnson, Sharon Jourdan, William Kahl, Gus Karns, Ruth
Klarman, Felicia Kusano, Carmen Andrea Lara, Alexa LaRue, Patrick
Lawrey, John Lawyer, Linda Lipari, Olga MacKenzie, Wil McBride,
Stefan McGuigan, Martha Gladys Medina, Maria Magdalena
Medrano de Ventura, Dick Melia, Eileen Melia, Frances Mierzwa,
Arthur Miller, Mary Miller, Betty Mills, Yvonne Mockler, Lidia
Montero Lopez, Carmen Montijo, Dorothy Moran, Rosemary
Morrisey, Luis R. Mufioz, Zoe A. Mufioz, Chelsea Murray, Connie
Murray, Paul Murray, Dorothy Myrtle, Mario Amel Najarro, Karen
Newman, Stephen Nutter, Julie O’Brien, Peggy O’Brien, Patrick
Ogden, Carol Pacello, Roy Paco, Neil Parent, Catherine Parr, Mary
Pasquarella, Mark Pazich, Minnie Pazich, Hazel Pulliam, Paul
Ramirez, Santos Ramirez, Jacob and Jaxson Rivera, Maritza Roldan,
Marco Cristiaan Rufolo-Roger, Josefina Salgado, Carolyn Santos,
Jane Shepard, Donna Smith, Jeffrey Smith, Mary E. Smith, Lora
Smolenski, Suzie Snedgen Warner, Eva Souza, Grace Starbird,
George Stewart, Michael Arthur Sweat, Nancy Urquizo, Alma Reyes
Valentin, Carina Vaquez, Robin Vogel, Robert & Maureen Wallace,
Jim Webster, Al Williams, Kate Witkowski, Lauren Wolfe, Mary
Woods, Jun Chun Young

2/8

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

DECIMOCTAVO DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO
Isaiah 55:1-3 (112A); Romans 8:35, 37-39; Matthew 14:13-21
Isaias 55,1-3 (112A); Romanos 8,35, 37-39; Mateo 14,13-21

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

DECIMONOVENO DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO
1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a (115A); Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:22-23
1 Reyes 19,93, 11-13a (115A); Romanos 9,1-5; Mateo 14,22-23

MASS INTENTIONS, August 1-7
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
INTENCIONES DE LAS MISAS, 1-7 AGOSTO

DECIMOCTAVO DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO
Saturday, August 1st
5:30 pm Tamara Hargrove (Birthday) (L) by Emma Grayeb
Sunday, August 2nd
8:00 am Therese Robbins (D) by Robbins & Roy family
9:30 am Maria Concepcion Celada de Mufioz (Anniversary) (D)
by the Mufioz Schaart family
11:15 am Marie Claire Pamphile Dumornay (D) by Judy Francia-Reyes
1:00 pm Bernardo Ramirez (D) by Eliazar & Adelayda Ramirez
6:00 pm For the Soul of Lawrence Dias (D)
by Jude Dias & Amit Khetarpaul
Monday, August 3rd
12:00 pm Frank Zampatori (D) by Mike & Mary Ray
Tuesday, August 4th
12:00 pm Isabel Laguna Ramirez (D) by Milagros Lovo
Wednesday, August 5th

12:00 pm Primitiva de Barrios (Birthday) (D) by Odalis Barrios

Thursday, August 6th
12:00 pm For The Parish
Friday, August 7th
12:00 pm Joseph Michalenko (D) by Dignity Northern Virginia

OLQP PARISH STAFF / PERSONAL DE LA PARROQUIA

Pastor / Pdrroco: Fr. Tim Hickey, CSSp, thickey@olqgpva.org

Parochial Vicar / Pdrroco Asociado: Fr. Martin Vu, CSSp,
mvu@olqgpva.org

Parochial Vicar / Pdrroco Asociado: Fr. Pontien Kenfack, CSSp,
pkenfack@olgpva.org

Deacon / Didcono: Dcn. Tony Remedios, tremedios@olqgpva.org

Parish Office / Oficina parroquial
Business Manager / Gerente de Negocios: Christina Kozyn,
ckozyn@olgpva.org
Social Justice & Outreach Minister / Ministro de Justicia Social y
Acercamiento (bilingiie): Sally Diaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olgpva.org
Youth & Young Adult Minister / Ministro de Adolescentes y Jévenes Adultos:
Rebecca Grant Jenkins, rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org
Faith Formation Director / Director de Formacion de Fe (bilingUe):
Cecilia Lopez Oetgen, clopez@olqgpva.org
Faith Formation Assistant: Carly Onopa, conopa@olqpva.org
Office Manager (bilingie): Ligia Loza, lloza@olgpva.org
Administrative Support:
Jeannette Gantz Daly, jgantzdaly@olgpva.org
Mike Leahy, mleahy@olqpva.org
Maintenance Department Support (bilingUe):
Mel Cabrera, mlvncabrera@gmail.com
Michael Hill, mgdvet53155@yahoo.com
Zulema Ramallo and Henry Nguyen




JUST A THOUGHT... or two...

I usually end my reflection with questions but today | want to start
with a question: When was the last time someone told you that
everything you need is already here, that you don't have to earn it,
that it is yours without price and without condition? Because that
is exactly what God says to us today through the prophet Isaiah.
"All you who are thirsty, come to the water! You who have no
money, come, receive grain and eat!" No waiting list. No
application. Just come, as you are!

That is the daring generosity at the heart of today's Word, and |
think we need to sit with it for a moment before we rush past it,
because we live in a world that tells us exactly the opposite.

Our world says: you get what you earn, you deserve what you pay
for, and if you don't have enough, that is probably your own fault.
The market decides who eats and who goes hungry, who has
shelter and who sleeps outside, who belongs and who gets sent
away. And the truth is that logic has seeped into our politics, into
our public life, and sometimes even into our Church conversations,
in ways that should unsettle us, deeply.

We are living through a moment of real strain in this country. You
feel it. | feel it. The political divisions are deep and they are bitter.
Policies are being debated and enacted that directly affect the
most vulnerable among us: the working poor who cannot make
rent, the immigrant families living in fear, women whose dignity
and full humanity are still contested in law and in culture, people
of color who carry the exhausting weight of systemic racism,
refugees who fled violence only to be met with suspicion and
rejection at our borders. These are not abstract policy questions.
These are our sisters and brothers. Many of them sit in this very
church.

And into all of that, God speaks through Isaiah with something that
sounds almost reckless: "Why spend your money for what is not
bread? Your wages for what fails to satisfy?" In other word, you are
pouring your energy into systems and ideologies that are leaving
people empty. Come to something that actually nourishes you.
Come to me!

Then we get to the Gospel, and Jesus puts flesh on that invitation
in the most concrete way imaginable.

Jesus has just learned that his cousin John has been killed. He is
grieving. He gets in a boat to find some solitude, some quiet, some
space to breathe. And when he gets to shore, there is a crowd
already gathered to greet him. Thousands of them. And Matthew
tells us something important about what Jesus did in that moment.
It says his heart was moved with pity. In the Greek, the word is
something closer to being moved in your gut, a visceral, physical
compassion that you feel before you think it.

Jesus sees the crowd and he does not see a problem to be
managed. He sees people, human beings. And he heals them, and
he feeds them, and he refuses to send them away. He encounters
them as they are.

Notice what the disciples say when evening comes. "This is a
deserted place and it is already late. Dismiss the crowds." Isn't that
a familiar response? This is too big, it is too complicated, it is too
late in the day. Let them figure it out themselves. Send them away.

And Jesus says, no. "There is no need for them to go. Give them
some food yourselves."

Give them some food yourselves! That line should stop us cold.
Because we are the disciples. We are the ones standing there with
five loaves and two fish looking at a problem that seems impossibly
large. The hunger in our county and nation. The fear in our
immigrant communities. The poverty that never quite makes the
agenda. The exhaustion of those who are never really counted,
those who are never really included. And it is tempting to say, Lord,
we only have five loaves and two fish. This is not enough. We
cannot possibly fix this.

In 2020, when the number of families coming to our parish food
pantry blew up from 250 to 750, virtually overnight, believe me
when | say we said, “Lord we only have five loves and two fish” we
can’t do this...and we didn’t, all of you did...you stepped in, the
local community stepped in!

Jesus doesn’t ask us to fix it on our own. He asks us to bring what
we have to him..bring it here to me. And then watch what
happens.

Because here is the good news...the genuinely joyful news that |
want you to carry out of here today: the way of God is not scarcity.
The way of God is abundance. When we place what we have,
however little it feels, into the hands of Jesus, something happens
that we cannot manufacture by ourselves. People get fed.
Everyone is satisfied... and there are twelve baskets left over!

That is not a fairy tale. It is a description of what happens when
communities of faith take seriously their call to share. We have
seen it here in this parish. We see it in our partnerships with
organizations like SEEC. We see it in the quiet generosity of this
parish week after week. When we stop calculating whether we
have enough and start trusting that God will multiply what we
offer, the math changes.

St. Paul understood this. That is why he could write from prison,
with such incredible confidence: "What will separate us from the
love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?" He lists everything that the
world throws at the most vulnerable, and then he says: none of it.
None of it separates us. We are not promised an easy road. But we
are promised that the road does not run away from God. It runs
toward God. And nothing, not political chaos, not systemic
injustice, not the cruelty of the powerful, not even death itself, can
cut us off from God’s love.

So here is where | want to land...we live in a hard moment. The
problems are real and the suffering is real and the anger and fear is
real. And it is okay to name that. But we are not a people of
despair. We are a people of hope who believe that five loaves and
two fish, placed in the right hands, can feed a multitude. We are a
people who believe that the hand of the Lord, as the psalm says, is
open, and that it satisfies the desire of every living thing. Every
living thing. Not just the comfortable. Not just the documented.
Not just the powerful. Every single living thing.

Our job is not to solve everything by lunchtime. Our job is to show
up, bring what we have, and to let our hearts be moved the way
Jesus' heart was moved, and to trust that God is ultimately in
control, and that God deeply and passionately loves you just as you
are!

Amen.

Blessings, Fr Tim




Una comunidad catdlica con una ética consistente con la vida

oc IA ORDER OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS
Thinking about God in your life? Do you know someone
who is not baptized or who has been baptized in another
Christian tradition, who is interested in exploring what it
means to be Catholic? Do you know someone who is
Catholic, but has not received Communion or
Confirmation? The OCIA is a place to ask questions and
seek understanding of how God acts in our lives and how
our faith motivates us to serve others. Preparation for
receiving the sacraments is part of the process. We will
begin with a "no obligation” inquiry session this fall. For
further information, contact Kevin and Alice Curtin
(acurtin947@aol.com, 703-461-3082). Contact Cecilia
Lopez Oetgen, clopez@olgpva.org, for classes in Spanish.

FOOD COLLECTION WEEKEND is next weekend August
8-9 to stock our food pantry. Please donate some or all
these items: canned/pouch tuna, instant yellow corn
tortilla flour (not corn meal), cereal (low sugar), 1 can of
fruit in its own juices, 1 can of corn, 1 can of sweet peas, 1-
Ib bag of white rice, 1-lb bag of dry black, pinto or lentil
beans, 1 box of macaroni and cheese, 24 oz. bottle of oil, 1
-lb box of pasta and pasta sauce.

Please bring donations to church next weekend — the food
bin will be in front of the church. Thank you for your
continued support.

ALEXANDRIA COMMUNITY SHELTER
Wednesday, August 12
Join us for our next dinner.
We need volunteers to make this dinner a success!
How you can help:
Cook-- Prepare a chicken tetrazzini, green beans,
strawberries at home and drop it off ahead of time.
Transport-- Pick up the donated food from the church
kitchen and deliver it to the shelter by 5:30pm on the
day of the dinner.
Serve-- Join us at the shelter to set up, serve our guests,
and help clean up.
You may drop off donations at the parish office kitchen
from Monday to Wednesday, between 8:30am and
4:30pm. On the day of the dinner, donations can also be
brought directly to the Fr. Ray Hall kitchen from 4:00pm to
4:30pm.
Please ensure chicken tetrazzini and green beans are fully
cooked and assembled, requiring only reheating. Label all
food items with your name, "ACS," the date (August 12),
and a brief description. Volunteers should arrive at the
Alexandria Community Shelter (2355-B Miill
Road, Alexandria, VA 22314) by 5:30pm. Dinner
will be served at 6:00pm and will last about 45
minutes, including clean-up. Use this QR code
to sign up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
g0/409054BABAF2BA7F49-64826374-olgp
Please reach out to Emily Porterfield for E
questions: bellefontebarbelle @gmail.com
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RITO DE INICIACION CRISTIANA PARA ADULTOS
¢Esta pensando en el lugar que Dios tiene en su vida? ¢Conoce
a alguien que no se ha bautizado o que se bautizd en otra
tradicién cristiana, que tiene interés por explorar lo que
significa ser una persona catdlica? é¢Conoce a una persona que
es catodlica, pero que no ha recibido la comunién o la
confirmacion? El RICA es un lugar donde hacer preguntas y
buscar comprender cémo Dios actla en nuestras vidas y como
nuestra fe nos motiva a servir a los demas. La preparacién para
recibir los sacramentos es parte del proceso. Vamos a empezar
este otoflo con una reunidn “sin compromiso”. Para obtener
mas informacién, contacte a Cecilia Lépez Oetgen,
clopez@olgpva.org, para clases en espaiiol.

EL FIN DE SEMANA DE LA COLECTA DE ALIMENTOS esel
préoximo fin de semana, el 8 y 9 de agosto. Por favor done
algunos de estos articulos, o todos: tuna en latas o sobres,
harina instantdnea de maiz amarilla para tortillas (no corn
meal), cereal (bajo en azlcar), 1 lata de fruta en su propio jugo,
1 lata de maiz, 1 lata de guisantes dulces, 1 bolsa de 1 |b de
arroz blanco, 1 bolsa de 1 |b de frijoles secos - negros, pinto o
lentejas, 1 caja de macarrones y queso, 1 botella de 24 oz de
aceite, 1 caja de 1 Ib de pasta y salsa para pasta.

Por favor traiga sus donaciones el préximo fin de semana a la
iglesia. El contenedor va a estar en la parte del frente de la
iglesia. Gracias por su continuo apoyo.

REFUGIO COMUNITARIO DE ALEXANDRIA
miércoles, 12 de agosto
Unase a nosotros el miércoles, 12 de agosto.
iNecesitamos personas voluntarias para que esta cena
sea un éxito!
Como usted puede ayudar:
Cocinar — Prepare en su casa pollo a la tetrazzini, judias
verdes y fresas y lleve todo antes de la hora de la cena.
Transporte — Recoja la comida donada de la cocina de la
iglesia y llévela al refugio para las 5:30pm el dia de la cena.
Sirva — Unase a nosotros en el refugio para preparar el
lugar, servir a las personas y ayudar a limpiar.
Puede traer las donaciones a la cocina de la oficina parroquial
de lunes a miércoles, entre las 8:30am y 4:30pm. El dia de la
cena, también puede llevar las donaciones directamente a la
cocina de Father Ray Hall de 4:00pm a 4:30pm.
Por favor aseglrese de que el pollo a la tetrazzini y las judias
verdes estén bien cocinados y preparados para solo tener que
calentarlos. Identifique todos los platos con su nombre, “ACS”,
la fecha (12 de agosto) y una breve descripcidon. Las personas
voluntarias deben llegar al Refugio Comunitario de
o E Alexandria (2355-B Mill Road, Alexandria, VA 22314)
para las 5:30pm. La cena se servird a las 6:00pm y durara

|='-j. alrededor de 45 minutos, incluyendo la limpieza. Use
-'I."ﬁ . este codigo QR para apuntarse:

Ly https://www.signupgenius.com/
g0/409054BABAF2BA7F49-64826374-olgp
Por favor, contacte a Emily Porterfield si tiene preguntas:
=. bellefontebarbelle@gmail.com
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OLQP BACKPACK DRIVE
Help OLQP send 1,000 local children
back to school ready to learn!
Please check the Signup Genius here
for the complete list of what'’s still needed.
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4CASAE29ABFB6-
63357978-olqp#/)
We are currently short of backpacks for older kids (high
school), pencils, spiral or composition notebooks, glue sticks
and pocket folders. Backpacks and supplies are needed by
AUGUST 16™.
Place in food pantry collections bins. We distribute the
weekend of August 21-22.
Shopping online? Ship directly to parish by noting “school
supply drive” in the address (OLQP, School Supply Drive, 2700
19th St S, Arlington VA 22204)
Prefer to make a monetary
donation? Donations with “backpack
drive” on the check memo line can be
dropped in the collection basket,
dropped off at the parish office or
made online through ParishSOFT
Giving: https://
giving.myparishsoft.io//app/giving/FD
-271 (Backpack and School Supply
Drive is listed under the Sunday
Collections dropdown arrow.)
Urgent request for VOLUNTEER help to pack backpacks and/
or help distribute backpacks; please sign up here: https://

CAMPANA DE RECOGIDA DE MOCHILAS DE OLQP
iAyude a OLQP a mandar a 1,000 niias y nifos locales
al colegio listas y listos para aprender!

Por favor, revise el Signup Genius para ver la lista
completa de lo que se necesita.
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4CASAE29ABFB6-

63357978-olap#/)

Actualmente no tenemos suficientes mochilas para
estudiantes mayores (escuela superior), lapices, cuadernos de
espiral o cuadernos de composicion, barritas de pegamento
(glue sticks) y carpetas de bolsillos. Necesitamos las mochilas
y los materiales escolares para el 16 de agosto.

Pdngalos en los contenedores de la despensa de alimentos. Los
distribuiremos el fin de semana del 21 y el 22 de agosto.
éCompra por Internet? Envie directamente a la parroquia,
poniendo “school supply drive” en la direccion. (OLQP, School
Supply Drive, 2700 19th St S, Arlington VA 22204)

éPrefiere donar dinero? Puede poner los cheques con las
donaciones identificadas como “Backpack drive” en la colecta
de los domingos, puede llevarlas a la oficina parroquial o
hacerlas por medio de ParishSOFT _Giving: https://
giving.myparishsoft.io//app/qiving/FD-271

(Puede ver la campafia para recoger mochilas y materiales
escolares en el menu desplegable bajo “colecta de los
domingos”.)

Peticion urgente: Necesitamos personas VOLUNTARIAS para
ayudar a llenar las mochilas y/o distribuirlas. Por favor,
aplntese aqui: https://www.signupgenius.com/
qo/8050E4CA5AE29ABFB6-63366027-olqp#/

www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4CA5AE29ABFB6-
63366027-olgp#/

Questions? Please contact Patvinkenes@yahoo.com.

SAVE THE DATE:

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 6:30 PM
Celebrate the start of the Season of Creation with "Music in
the Garden." Bring a picnic and enjoy a concert -- fun for
adults and kids alike. Lively Spanish/English music with Lilo
Gonzalez. Look for future details.

JOIN SERVICE-ORIENTED CATHOLICS
FROM OTHER PARISHES
Representatives from the Knights of Columbus (Arlington
Council 2473) and Ladies U-Knighted will be available after all
Masses on August 8 and August 9. Stop by their tables to
learn how joining one of these sister organizations can
strengthen your relationship with our community, the Church,
and God. If you’re unable to stop by and would like further
information, contact John Lynch at jlynch999@hotmail.com.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
When Bad Things Happen to Good People
Stephen Ministers are trained volunteers who will walk with
you in this type of crisis, a silent reminder of your value and
worthiness.

For more information please contact: Louise Drucker (703)
635-0469; smolgp@gmail.com
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Si tiene preguntas, por favor contacte a
Patvinkenes@yahoo.com.

RESERVE LA FECHA:
SABADO, 5 DE SEPTIEMBRE, 6:30 PM
Celebre el comienzo de la Temporada de la creacién con
“Musica en el jardin”. Traiga un picnic y disfrute de un
concierto, una diversion para personas adultas, para nifias y
nifios también. Musica animada en espafiol e inglés con Lilo
Gonzalez. Esté al tanto de futuros detalles.

UNASE A PERSONAS CATOLICAS DE OTRAS
PARROQUIAS COMPROMETIDAS CON EL SERVICIO
Personas que representan a los Caballeros de Coldn (Arlington
Council 2473) y sefioras U-Knighted van a estar disponibles
después de las Misas el 8 y el 9 de agosto. Visite sus mesas
para aprender como el unirse a una de estas organizaciones
asociadas pueden fortalecer su relaciébn con nuestra
comunidad, con la Iglesia y con Dios. Si no puede pasar por las
mesas y quiere mas informacion, contacte a John Lynch:

ilynch999@hotmail.com.

MINISTERIO ESTEBAN
Cuando a la gente buena le pasan cosas malas
Los ministros Esteban son personas voluntarias entrenadas
que le van a acompafiar durante esta crisis, un recordatorio
silencioso de su valor y dignidad.
Para obtener mas informacion por favor contacte a: Louise
Drucker (703) 635-0469; smolgp@gmail.com
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MATTHEW 25
Closed to accepting donations
AUGUST: Sunday August 30, through Monday
September 7 (Labor Day)
Please do not donate winter clothing at this time -- our storage
area is full. Hold your winter clothing donations until Septem-
ber. Thank you for your continued support.

FR. PONTIEN has left for Cameroon to get his passport
stamped with his new visa, a new US State Department re-
quirement. He will also take time to be with family and will
return to OLQP August 18th. We pray for his safe travels, an
enjoyable family reunion and no hiccups with the U.S. Embassy
in Cameroon.

MATEO 25
Cerrada y no aceptara donaciones
AGOSTO: domingo, 30 de agosto al lunes,
7 de septiembre (Dia del trabajo)
Por favor no done ropa de invierno por ahora — nuestro alma-
cén esta lleno. Guarde su ropa de invierno hasta septiembre.
Gracias por su continuo apoyo.

EL PADRE PONTIEN ha viajado a Camerun porque el Depar-
tamento de Estado de los Estados Unidos ahora requiere_que
su pasaporte tenga una visa nueva. El también va a pasar un
tiempo con su familia y regresara a OLQP el 18 de agosto. Re-
zamos para que le vaya bien en su viaje, para que disfrute con
su familia y que no haya contratiempos con la Embajada de los
Estados Unidos en Camerun.

Programs that are open to the entire community, but offered in English only.
Programas que le dan la bienvenida a toda la comunidad, pero que solo se ofrecen en inglés.

JustFAITH: JustFAITH Ministries creates transformative
programs that inspire action to address the root causes of
injustice while serving with love. Interested in joining this
year’s cohort come to an information session on Tuesday,
September 8, at 7pm in the Ministry Center Founder’s
Room. Contact Sally Diaz-Wells at sdiazwells@olqpva.org if
plan to attend or for questions.

NEWS FROM MEDOR: Growing Hope Together
In our twin parish of St. Joseph in Medor, Haiti, God's work
continues to bear fruit through the parish’s Agroforestry
Program. During the first half of 2026, 3,500 farmers in ten
communities earned crop seeds, tree seedlings, tools, and
agricultural training, items that help them increase their
harvests and incomes, by working together to care for
community tree nurseries. Their spirit of cooperation reflects
the call to serve one another, reminding us that when we work
together in faith, God can transform both lives and the land.
Thank you for your prayers and partnership with our brothers
and sisters in Medor.

Please pray for peace and security in Haiti.

ECO-TIP -- Gas Savings: Do you ever get stuck in a drive-thru
or wait in a car-pool lane? Please consider turning off your car
while you wait. The amount of gas used to start your car is
equivalent to about 30 seconds of idling. Driving the speed limit
also saves gas (and possibly a ticket as well!)

ALL FEDERAL WORKERS: Join “Fed Up” for community
building and concrete suggestions for job searches and
resumes on Tuesday, August 18, from 7-9pm. The gathering
will be held in Father Ray Hall Library.

SAVE THE DATE: The Father Ed Kelly Series will begin in
September. Father Kelly was the Associate Pastor at OLQP
(1985-1995) who was a wonderful orator passionate about
social justice. We honor him each year with a series of
speakers who offer a myriad of topics. Our theme for this
year is Pope Leo’s first encyclical: Magnifica
Humanitas. Come learn about Al, the moral and worldly
implications and a look at the entire encyclical.

ENVIRONMENTAL BOOK DISCUSSION:

The God of Wild Places
The Integrity of Creation ministry invites you to join us in the
Parish Library on Wednesday, August 12 at 7:00pm for a
discussion of the book "The God of Wild Places:
Rediscovering the divine in the untamed outdoors" by Tony
Jones. In this short but compelling narrative, Jones leads
readers on a meditative journey through his personal loss of
faith and subsequent rediscovery after time spent in the
wilderness. Email Dan Herrera (herrerawildlife@gmail.com)
for more information.

REGISTER WITH THE PARISH

UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION

LET US KNOW YOU’RE MOVING
If you have not officially registered with the parish, we invite you to do so. Updated, accurate information
is very useful to us, especially in communicating important news like a weather-related closure. Visit the
parish website (www.olgpva.org) click on About Us > Register > Register With Us.
If you have had an addition to your family, if you have had a change of address or if you would like to know
what information we have on file for your family, please send a message to Jeannette Gantz Daly in the

parish office: jgantzdaly@olqpva.org
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Thoughts on socialism and the wisdom of Joe Nangle

by Johnny Zokovitch

For most of my adult life, the idea that one
might critique capitalism as unsustainable
or even morally wrong invited eye rolls and
one’s immediate dismissal as being an
“unserious” person. To be labeled as a so-
cialist or a communist meant being shunt-
ed to the extreme margins of our national
conversation, or worse, considered trea-
sonous and unpatriotic.

But in recent months, we’ve been witness-
ing an opening for the consideration of
alternative approaches to our national eco-
nomic life that we haven’t seen since the
1930s in this country. Just as the Great
Depression presented a reckoning with the
capitalist policies that led to widespread
poverty, massive unemployment, and the
concentration of wealth and the means of
production in the hands of the very few,
today’s economic fragility — characterized
by medical debt, rising costs in education,
food insecurity for millions, the widening
wealth gap between billionaires and the
rest of us — is starting to change the con-
versation. We've seen candidates like
Zohran Mamdani in New York City openly
claiming a socialist vision that aims to
transform economic inequality and elevate
human dignity over the bottom line. And
we’re hearing the pushback from politi-
cians like President Trump dusting off the
boogeyman of communism as a mortal
threat that will lead to the ruin of life as we
know it.

Yet most | think, and especially those who
are far younger than | am, don’t go all a-
quiver and recoil at the mention of ideas
and policies associated with socialism or
communism. We're too brutally acquaint-
ed with the ravages of capitalism in the age
of Bezos, Zuckerberg and Musk to not be
open to the idea that maybe, just maybe,
we could do things differently.

And for those of us who follow Jesus, we
have a sneaky suspicion that the early
Christian community (as described for in-
stance in Acts 2:42-47) bears more than a
passing resemblance to socialist practices.

Earlier this week marked the birthday of Fr.
Joe Nangle, OFM, the original author of this
column on “Hope and Challenge.” In every

column | write, | usually link to a column of
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Joe’s with the hopes that readers will revis-
it his wisdom. Today, in honor of Joe and in
thanksgiving for his elucidation of where
capitalism leads us, | want to give over the
rest of this space to him, excerpting a col-
umn he wrote in October 2024 for the
members of Pax Christi USA entitled “The
violence of capitalism.”

The Gospel for this 28th Sunday in Ordinary
Time suggests a challenging examination of
conscience for us who live at this time and
place in history. Mark’s gospel relates the
story of a rich man who cannot part with
his possessions despite the Lord’s invitation
to do so; and Jesus’ follow-up: “How hard it
is [for the rich] to enter the Kingdom of
God.” Yet the thought of judging our per-
sonal and societal lifestyles through the
prism of this sad story and Jesus’ reaction
tempts us to look away. We are reluctant
to confront our way of life in this world of
enormous privilege, especially when com-
pared to the rest of the world. It evokes
defensiveness. Still, doing honestly the
work of assessing critically how we live will
surely result in a deep and healthy self-
awareness before God.

Most of us are rich, objectively, and espe-
cially in comparison with the majority of
people who live today. Our “wants” far
exceed our “needs.” The capitalistic system
is a house of cards, dependent on our being
“constant consumers.” It insists on contin-
ued growth, through ever increasing pur-
chases of goods and services that are often
superfluous, even useless. [One commenta-
tor boasted that her contribution to the
“recovery” after the tragedy of September
11, 2001 was to “keep the system” going
by buying a new car — an insane discon-
nect.]

This dehumanizing system is propelled by
clever observers of our psyches who bom-
bard us with ceaseless advertisements
promising greater health, happiness and
social standing in and through their prod-
ucts. Being subjected to such manipulation
is truly a violation of our intelligence and
common sense, but unfortunately it is
effective.

This temptation to constant “upward mo-
bility” is not confined to personal matters.

How many of our parishes, at the whim of
their clerical leaders, spend exorbitant
amounts of money on ever-more ornate
liturgical artifacts? How often do we hear
of new multi-million dollar churches and
cathedrals being built — monuments to men
who occupy powerful positions in Catholic
(and other) institutions? [By way of com-
parison, we recall the decision of Archbish-
op St. Oscar Romero who refused to recon-
struct his admittedly rundown cathedral in
San Salvador so as not to insult those living
in poverty.] ...

Without doubt the capitalist mentality
drives virtually the entire corporate world.
The Catholic Nonviolence Initiative has
pointed to the violence being done, for ex-
ample, to Mother Earth by profit-driven big
businesses of every type. When asked, ex-
ecutives of large corporations shamelessly
admit that the “soul” of their enterprises is
the “bottom line,” the balance sheet. Busi-
ness practices which favor the sharehold-
ers, however harmful to consumers, are
permissible.

Over against all of this is a simple and pro-
found ideal and challenge: the preferential
option for the poor. This corollary to Catho-
lic Social Teaching was spelled out clearly in
the 1986 prophetic pastoral letter of the US
bishops titled “Economic Justice for All.”
They wrote:

“[Personal and societal] decisions must be
judged in light of what they do for the poor,
what they do to the poor and what they
enable the poor to do for them-

selves.” (#24)

Johnny Zokovitch is the former executive
director of Pax Christi USA. He currently
serves on the board of the Pax Christi Inter-
national Fund for Peace which continues
the work of Fr. Joe through the Joe Nangle
OFM Fund for a Nonviolent Future. Read
more from Johnny at https://
johnnyzokovitch.substack.com/ and sign up
there to receive his articles directly to your
email inbox.
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Editorial: Calling war 'always evil,’
the US church targets American militarism

by NCR Editorial Staff
July 31, 2026

The recent statement by Cardinal Joseph To-
bin declaring that "war is always evil, even
when it is undertaken out of necessity for the
defense of humanity" is at once as old as
Christianity itself yet strikingly new in the con-
text of the Catholic church in the United
States.

Tobin's statement, published July 23 on the
Archdiocese of Newark's website, is the latest
sign that some U.S. church leaders today, with
the support and prompting of the first U.S.
pope, are willing to speak out more boldly in
refuting the American presumption that our
war making and military actions always are
noble and have a just cause.

The comments take their place in a stream of
hierarchical statements of concern about U.S.
militarism and quick resort to war and ele-
vates those concerns to a new level. In ques-
tioning not only a particular war, but strongly
objecting to the glorification and celebration
of all war, a distinct American characteristic,
Tobin drives the issue to the brink of existen-
tial questions.

It is a highly unusual countercultural stand for
an American cardinal. But it's not the first time
Tobin has signaled his opposition to American
militarism. Earlier this year, he joined Cardi-
nals Blase Cupich of Chicago and Robert
McElroy of Washington, D.C., in issuing strong
condemnations. In a highpoint, the three ap-
peared together in a "60 Minutes" interview
which prompted an incoherent tirade from
President Donald Trump against Pope Leo
XIV.

We are witnessing a pivotal moment in Catho-
lic response to the activities of the most mili-
tant and powerful nation on earth.

Leo himself has repeatedly and insistently
condemned Trump's war in Iran, calling the
president's threat to annihilate "a whole civili-
zation" a "truly unacceptable" remark.

Archbishop Timothy Broglio of the Archdio-
cese of the Military Services, meanwhile, not
only characterized U.S. actions in Iran and the
Caribbean — and a potential U.S. invasion of
Greenland — as unjust, but he went so far as
to say that Catholic military personnel would
be justified in disobeying unjust orders if their
consciences so demanded.

Yet Tobin's statement is uniquely broad and
bold, and well-timed to Leo's recent magisteri-
al clarification of just war theory in Magnifica
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Humanitas as "outdated." Even when unavoid-
able, wrote Tobin, war is "always reprehensi-
ble because of the damage it inflicts on human
life (especially the innocent) and property
(especially homes, businesses, hospitals,
schools, and places of worship)."

In what appears unmistakably aimed at U.S.
culture, and building on Leo's words, Tobin
addresses our fascination with displays of mili-
tary might.

"Belligerence and warmongering are the op-
posite of peacemaking," he said. "That's one
reason Pope Leo insists that we stop romanti-
cizing the act of war and its symbolic activities.
War is not glorious, and while we are right to
honor the heroism of those who have fought
against tyranny and injustice, we should never
pretend that the acts of war are themselves
worthy of celebration."

That culture of celebrating war was especially
prevalent earlier this year, when the White
House shared videos on social media depicting
war as a video game. As Cupich lamented in a
March 7 statement, war for Americans has too
often become a "spectator sport or strategy
game."

Perhaps such celebratory views of war are
inevitable given the inordinate amount of our
treasury dedicated to military pursuits.

According to the Peter G. Peterson Founda-
tion, the U.S. military budget in 2025 was $954
billion, more than any of the other G7 coun-
tries and by some measures, more than the
next six countries combined. The war of choice
against Iran has, according to Pentagon esti-
mates, already cost more than $37 billion.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth went before a
Congressional committee last week (July 21)
to ask for an extra $67 billion, which would be
in addition to the $1.5 trillion being sought by
his department for next year's budget.

U.S. military interventionism feels endless. We
keep invading and attacking, full-scale, and for
decades, as in Afghanistan and Iraqg. There
have been quick hits such as Libya and Syria
among dozens of other uses of violence in-
cluding drones and special operations forces.
More recently, the overthrow of the leader of
Venezuela, ongoing threats to Cuba, the wish
to invade Greenland and the war of choice in
Iran demonstrate the addiction is raging.

Catholic leaders here have spoken out in favor
of peace, but unevenly and not with the rigor
the issue deserves.

In 1983, U.S. bishops released a powerful
peace pastoral, focused on the nuclear threat.

Years of consultation with a range of experts
resulted in a thoughtful and somewhat influ-
ential contribution to the national conversa-
tion. Leading up to the 2003 U.S. invasion of
Iraq, bishops approved a statement saying the
war would be unjust and Pope John Paul

Il took the unusual step of sending a personal
envoy, Cardinal Pio Laghi, former Vatican am-
bassador to the U.S. and a friend of the Bush
family, to argue the case in person. Bush was-
n't persuaded.

As in so many other areas, the Trump era has
brought us to extremes, eliminating any ex-
pectations that moral concerns might be
heard or even that a civil dialogue might be
possible. Trump, cavalier about the use of
deadly force and dismissive of not only inter-
national law but also of ethical norms that are
meant to guide military operations, reduces
everything to a duality.

Against this reality, the message from the
church is increasingly pointed and unvar-
nished.

In its calls for revision of the just war theory
and its opposition to quick resort to war, the
church is not naive. It understands, as Tobin
noted, "there are times when war is unavoida-
ble — precisely in order to protect human
lives or to restore peace" but it is "never wel-
come" and should always be a last resort, not
a first choice.

In his statement, Tobin takes us back to diffi-
cult biblical reality and paradox:

True peace demands that we surrender ego-
ism, false pride, and vengeance. It asks us to
be gentle, humble, and forgiving even when
everything in us cries out for strict justice or
revenge against those who have insulted or
injured us. Jesus teaches us the counter-
intuitive truth that love overcomes all evil,
whereas aggressive action simply causes fur-
ther enmity.

Tobin's staunch condemnation of war in any
and all cases is a powerful witness to Jesus'
"counter-intuitive" truth — a truth that has
become increasingly countercultural. As our
church becomes bolder in its preaching of the
gospel of peace, it is up to Catholic Christians
in the United States to face that gospel's de-
mands. While our culture and government ask
that we assent to the trivialization and spread
of violence, we must insist by word and deed
that war is indeed "always evil."

This story appears in the War in Iran

feature series. View the full series.
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