
Iglesia Católica Nuestra Señora Reina de la Paz 

26 de julio de 2026 

Decimoséptimo Domingo en el Tiempo Ordinario 

OLQP MISSION STATEMENT 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church is dedicated 
to witnessing the teachings of Jesus Christ, especially 
the Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 25:31-46. Our 
mission is to nurture the spirit and to encourage the 
potential of those we serve through liturgical celebra-
tion, educational endeavors and social ministries. The 
parish will continue to identify with its origin as a Black 
parish. As a multi-ethnic congregation we will seek to 
promote racial harmony and social justice. While our 
primary focus is within the immediate community, we 
will also work to provide for the well-being of the 
downtrodden everywhere. In this we strive for our 
parish community to be a caring, sharing, and loving 
family. 

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE CATHOLIC CHURCH  

July 26, 2026 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN  
ORDINARY TIME 

Welcome to OLQP Catholic Church! 
¡Bienvenidos a OLQP iglesia católica! 

 

Contact / Contacto: 

 2700 19th St S, Arlington VA  22204 

 703-979-5580, office@olqpva.org 

Office Hours  
Horas de oficina  
 Monday-Friday — 8:30am to 4:30pm 
 Lunes a viernes – 8:30am a 4:30pm 
Website / sitioweb:  

 www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org 
 

Live Stream Mass Schedule: 
Horario de Misas de transmisión en directo: 

July 25-26  8am and 1pm in Spanish 

25-26 julio  8am y 1pm en español 

 DECLARACIÓN DE MISIÓN DE OLQP 
La parroquia de la iglesia católica Nuestra Señora 
Reina de la Paz se dedica a dar testimonio de las 
enseñanzas de Jesucristo, especialmente el 
Evangelio de San Mateo, Capítulo 25:31-46. Nuestra 
misión es nutrir el espíritu y alentar el potencial de 
aquellos a quienes servimos a través de la 
celebración litúrgica, labores educativas y 
ministerios sociales. La parroquia continuará 
identificándose con su origen como una comunidad 
afro-americana, pero reflejando una congregación 
multi-étnica y continuará promoviendo la armonía 
racial y la justicia social. Si bien es cierto que 
nuestro enfoque principal es la vecindad 
comunitaria, continuaremos trabajando para 
proveer por el bienestar de los más necesitados en 
general. Es así como nos esforzamos para hacer de 
nuestra comunidad parroquial una familia que 
comparte y se preocupa por sus miembros. 

Masses / Misas: 
 Weekdays / Días laborables: 
   Mon-Fri. 12pm / lunes a viernes 12pm 

Weekend Mass Schedule / 
 Horario de Misas de fin de semana:  
  Saturday Vigil — 5:30pm 
  Misa de vigilia sábados - 5:30 pm  
  Sundays  — 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:15am, 
  1:00pm (Spanish) & 6:00pm (Young Adult) 
  Domingos — 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am, 
  1:00 pm (español) y 6:00 pm (Misa de  
  jóvenes adultos) 

"The kingdom of  heaven is 
 like a treasure buried in a field..." 

                                                 Matthew 13:44 

"El Reino de los cielos se parece 
 a un tesoro escondido en un campo.                                                                                                         

    Mateo 13,44 
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A Consistent Ethic of Life Catholic Community 
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION / PREPARACIÓN SACRAMENTAL 

Baptism / Bautizo: 
 Please email Baptism Coordinator Mary Ann Suhocki, 
     baptism@olqpva.org. 
 Por favor mande un correo electrónico a la coordinadora de 
 los bautizos, Mary Ann Suhocki, baptism@olqpva.org.  
 

Marriage Preparation/ Preparación para el matrimonio: 
 Please contact the parish office at least six months before       
                   your wedding date to complete requirements. 
 Por favor llame a la oficina de la parroquia seis meses antes  
 de su matrimonio para completar todos los requisitos. 
 

 

Reconciliation / Reconciliación—Confesión: 
Fr. Ray Hall Library 

Biblioteca Fr. Ray Hall 
Sat, 4:45-5:15 pm, & by appointment. 

Los sábados: 4:45-5:15 pm, y por cita previa. 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS / COLECTAS DEL DOMINGO 
Sunday Collections / Colectas del domingo:  $5,549 

Emergency Humanitarian Relief, Venezuela Earthquake /  
Ayuda humanitaria de emergencia,  
terremoto en Venezuela:  $5,792 

ParishSoft Giving - June weekly average: $16,012 
 

Word & Eucharist Book/  
Misal Palabra y Eucaristía  

Today’s readings can be found on page 352 
Las lecturas de hoy se encuentran en la página 353 

 
 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE / PLAZO PARA EL BOLETÍN  
Wednesday 9am — office@olqpva.org 

 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
DECIMOSÉPTIMO DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 

1 Kings 3:5,7-12 (109A); Romans 8:28-30;  
Matthew 13:44-52 or 13:44-46  

1 Reyes 3,5,7-12 (109A); Romanos 8,28-30; Mateo 13,44-52 or 13,44-46  

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
DECIMOOCTAVO DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 

Isaiah 55:1-3 (112A); Romans 8:35, 37-39; Matthew 14:13-21 
Isaías 55,1-3 (112A); Romanos 8,35, 37-39; Mateo 14,13-21 

  

MASS INTENTIONS, JULY 25-31 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
INTENCIONES DE LAS MISAS, 25-31 JULIO 

DECIMOSÉPTIMO DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 
Saturday, July 25th 

5:30 pm Rosa Aranda (Anniversary) (D) by the Lovo family 
Sunday, July 26th 

8:00 am Roger Fleming (D) by Bonnie Keightley 
9:30 am For The Parish 

11:15 am Vicente Muñoz Gamez (Anniversary) (D) by Luis y Zoe Muñoz 
1:00 pm José de la Cruz Barrios (Anniversary) (D) by Odalis Barrios 

6:00 pm Thanksgiving for Rita Dias (Living) by Jude Dias 
Monday, July 27th 

12:00 pm Ann Campanelli (Birthday) (L) by Linda Campanelli 
Tuesday, July 28th 

12:00 pm For The Parish 
Wednesday, July 29th 

12:00 pm Martha del Alamo (Birthday) (D) by Emma Grayeb 
Thursday, July 30th 

12:00 pm Carleton "CC" Jenkins (Birthday) (D) by the Jenkins family 
Friday, July 31st 

11:00 am Mass of Christian Burial for Anne Fletcher Reap  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

OLQP PARISH STAFF / PERSONAL DE LA PARROQUIA  
Pastor / Párroco:  Fr. Tim Hickey, CSSp, thickey@olqpva.org 

Parochial Vicar / Párroco Asociado:  Fr. Martin Vu, CSSp, 

 mvu@olqpva.org 

Parochial Vicar / Párroco Asociado:  Fr. Pontien Kenfack, CSSp, 

 pkenfack@olqpva.org 

Deacon / Diácono:  Dcn. Tony Remedios, tremedios@olqpva.org 

OUR  SICK  AND  HOMEBOUND  STRENGTHEN  US / 
NUESTROS ENFERMOS Y CONFINADOS NOS FORTALECEN 
PLEASE PRAY FOR / POR FAVOR OREMOS POR:  Suri Barahona, 
Grace Bialecki, Cindy Bianga, Francis Bilgera, Precious Bowens, April 
Brassard, Dave Brassard, Evie Brown, Lynne Burgh, Mary Callow, 
Brody Carroll, Louise Chambers, Fred Clarke, Carmen Rosa Claure, 
Chris Comer, Jeff Cory, Adele Crump, Mary DaLuca, Cheryl Darby, 
Donna Davis, Jim Davis, Adrienne DiCerbo, Calista Downey, Tim 
Felker, Elizabeth (Bunny) Foster, Yevette Francois,  Anne Fullerton, 
Joseph Funk, Iva Futrell, Judy Francia-Reyes, Trishann Ganley, 
Francine Gemmill, Fred Gladbach, Jo Marie Griesgraber, Melanie 
Guitreaux, Joe Harrington, Harris Family, Linda Hawkins, Clare 
Hayden, Beverly Hennessey,  Dee Hickey, Pamela Hoeft, Patrick 
Hynes, Pat Johnson, Sharon Jourdan, William Kahl, Gus Karns, Ruth 
Klarman, Felicia Kusano, Carmen Andrea Lara, Alexa LaRue, Patrick 
Lawrey, John Lawyer, Linda Lipari, Olga MacKenzie, Wil McBride, 
Stefan McGuigan, Martha Gladys Medina, Maria Magdalena 
Medrano de Ventura, Dick Melia, Eileen Melia, Frances Mierzwa, 
Arthur Miller, Mary Miller, Betty Mills, Yvonne Mockler, Lidia 
Montero Lopez, Carmen Montijo, Dorothy Moran, Rosemary 
Morrisey, Luis R. Muñoz, Zoe A. Muñoz, Chelsea Murray, Connie 
Murray, Paul Murray, Dorothy Myrtle, Mario Amel Najarro,  Karen 
Newman, Stephen Nutter, Julie O’Brien, Peggy O’Brien, Patrick 
Ogden, Carol Pacello, Roy Paco, Neil Parent, Catherine Parr, Mary 
Pasquarella, Mark Pazich, Minnie Pazich, Hazel Pulliam, Paul 
Ramirez, Santos Ramirez, Jacob and Jaxson Rivera, Maritza Roldan, 
Marco Cristiaan Rufolo-Roger, Josefina Salgado, Carolyn Santos, 
Jane Shepard, Donna Smith, Jeffrey Smith, Mary E. Smith, Lora 
Smolenski, Suzie Snedgen Warner, Eva Souza, Grace Starbird, 
George Stewart, Michael Arthur Sweat, Nancy Urquizo, Alma Reyes 
Valentin, Carina Vaquez, Robin Vogel, Robert & Maureen Wallace, 
Jim Webster, Al Williams, Kate Witkowski, Lauren Wolfe, Mary 
Woods,  Jun Chun Young 

IN MEMORIAM: ANNE FLETCHER REAP 

Died in the Lord July 18, 2026 

Anne was a faithful member for three decades, 

and a lifelong advocate for accessibility and inclu-

sion.  In a message from Fr. Jeff Duaime upon 

learning of Anne’s passing:  “She didn’t have an 

easy life, but she has always been a brave person.  

Her faith and persistence was always remarka-

ble.”  Please keep Anne’s family in your thoughts 

and prayers, especially her son Sean. 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 

OLQP on Friday, July 31st at 11am. 
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JUST A THOUGHT… or two...  

In today's Gospel, Jesus compares the Reign of God to a 
treasure buried in a field...a pearl of great price. Who among us 
has not dreamt of finding a great treasure? Who hasn't 
imagined, if only for a moment, what it would be like to 
stumble across something so valuable that it changed 
everything? 

Imagine the impact it would have upon your life. How would 
you use it?  What would you do differently within your life with 
this newfound wealth? Would you share it with family and 
friends, or would you keep it quiet, afraid of what might change 
if others knew you were suddenly wealthy? Would you use it to 
help the poor and the less fortunate? Would it make you 
generous... or would it make you afraid of losing it? 

These are the questions we ask ourselves when we imagine 
finding gold, or a pearl beyond price. But Jesus isn't talking 
about gold. Jesus isn't talking about a pearl, not really. 

The great treasure we've stumbled across is not a buried chest 
of coins, not a jewel pulled from the sea, but rather the promise 
of eternal life... the Reign of God, breaking into our midst, here, 
now, today. 

This is exactly what Jesus is challenging us to do: to imagine 
how different our lives would be if we actually “lived” in the 
Reign of God. Not just on Sunday. Not just while we're here at 
Mass, dressed for the occasion, minds half on the homily and 
half on lunch. But every day. All the time. In the checkout line, 
in the midst of rush hour traffic, in the middle of a difficult 
conversation with a family member, or a loved one or a good 
friend, or in the quiet moment when no one is watching and we 
choose, or don't choose, to love. 

Usually when we think of finding a treasure, we think 
immediately of financial gain, how it would change our lives, 
our children's futures, our retirement, our security. But in this 
case, we are challenged to think about an entirely different kind 
of change; how our lives would look if measured not by what 
we've accumulated or what we have or own, but rather by how 
we love one another, how we care for each other. Measured by 
how we live the Gospel in the ordinary, unglamorous hours of 
the day…not the hour we set aside for God, but all the hours of 
our days. How we impact the lives of the people around us... for 

the better, or, if we're honest with ourselves, sometimes for the 
worse. 

Finding the Reign of God, and falling in love with it, is the whole 
point of the parables we hear today. Not admiring it from a 
distance. Not respecting it as a nice idea, rather, falling in love 
with it…the way you fall in love with a person, so that it 
reorders everything else in your life around them. 

There's a quote often attributed to Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ, though 
it was actually written by Fr. Joseph P. Whelan, SJ, a former 
provincial superior for the Jesuits of Maryland, in a reflection he 
gave on vocations and discernment. I think it's worth us 
hearing: 

“Nothing is more practical than finding God, that is, than 
falling in love in a quite absolute, final way. What you are 
in love with, what seizes your imagination, will affect 
everything. It will decide what will get you out of bed in the 
morning, what you will do with your evenings, how you will 
spend your weekends, what you read, who you know, what 
breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy and 
gratitude. Fall in love, stay in love, and it will decide 
everything.” 

Fall in love, stay in love, and it will decide everything…That's not 
sentimental language. I believe that is the most practical 
sentence you'll hear all week because it names the truth that 
whatever has seized our imagination is already deciding 
everything, whether we've noticed or not.  

The question the Gospel puts to us today is simply: what has 
seized your imagination? 

If I were utterly, totally, and completely in love with God above 
all else... if building up the Reign of God came first, before 
career, before comfort, before every other claim on my time 
and attention... would my life look any different than it did 
when I woke up this morning? 

What is at the center of my life? What motivates what I read, 
what gets me out of bed, what breaks my heart in the world I 
meet each day, and what amazes me with joy and gratitude in 
that same world?  Let’s fall in love all over again, with God, who 
so deeply and passionately loves you just as you are!   

Blessings, Fr Tim 

FR. PONTIEN has left for Cameroon to get his passport 
stamped with his new visa, a new US State Department re-
quirement.  He will also take time to be with family and will 
return to OLQP August 18th.  We pray for his safe travels, an 
enjoyable family reunion and no hiccups with the U.S. Embassy 
in Cameroon. 
 

EL PADRE PONTIEN ha viajado a Camerún porque el Depar-
tamento de Estado de los Estados Unidos ahora requiere que 
su pasaporte tenga una visa nueva. Él también va a pasar un 
tiempo con su familia y regresará a OLQP el 18 de agosto. Re-
zamos para que le vaya bien en su viaje, para que disfrute con 
su familia y que no haya contratiempos con la Embajada de los 
Estados Unidos en Camerún.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS FR. MARTIN 
Happy 16th Anniversary of  

Your Ordination 
Thursday, July 31 

 

 

FELICIDADES PADRE MARTIN 
Feliz 16 Aniversario  

de su ordinación  
El jueves, 31 de julio 
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 ORDER OF CHRISTIAN            

 INITIATION OF ADULTS 
Are you ready to take your next steps on your journey of 

faith? OCIA provides a personal journey leading to 

transformation of mind and spirit, in which we consider 

and deepen our relationship with God and consider how 

we can serve others. Guided by the Gospel and by the 

examples provided by church members and fellow 

journeyers, you can be baptized or become fully 

integrated into the Catholic community of believers 

through the OCIA process. If you are looking into fully 

realizing your faith walk, you are invited and encouraged 

to participate. The journey begins this fall. For more 

information, contact Kevin and Alice Curtin 

(acurtin947@aol.com or 703-461-3082).  

 

CHILDREN'S BOOKS NEEDED 
The Food Pantry is seeking children's books for 

preschoolers through early grade levels. These books 

bring smiles of delight to children accompanying their 

parents to the Food Pantry. 
 
 

ALEXANDRIA COMMUNITY SHELTER 

Wednesday, August 12 

Join us for our next dinner.   

We need volunteers to make this dinner a success!  
How you can help:  

Cook-- Prepare a chicken tetrazzini, green beans, 

strawberries at home and drop it off ahead of time. 

Transport-- Pick up the donated food from the church 

kitchen and deliver it to the shelter by 5:30pm on the 

day of the dinner. 

Serve-- Join us at the shelter to set up, serve our guests, 

and help clean up. 

You may drop off donations at the parish office kitchen 

from Monday to Wednesday, between 8:30am and 

4:30pm. On the day of the dinner, donations can also be 

brought directly to the Fr. Ray Hall kitchen from 4:00pm 

to 4:30pm. 

Please ensure chicken tetrazzini and green beans are fully 

cooked and assembled, requiring only reheating. 

Label all food items with your name, "ACS," the 

date (August 12), and a brief description.  

Volunteers should arrive at the Alexandria 

Community Shelter (2355-B Mill Road, 

Alexandria, VA 22314) by 5:30pm. Dinner will be 

served at 6:00pm and will last about 45 minutes, 

including clean-up.  Use this QR code to sign up: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/409054BABAF2BA7F49-64826374-olqp 

Please reach out to Emily Porterfield for questions: 

bellefontebarbelle@gmail.com 

RITO DE INICIACIÓN  

CRISTIANA PARA ADULTOS 
¿Está lista/o para dar sus próximos pasos en su jornada de fe? 

RICA provee una jornada personal que lleva a la transformación 

de la mente y el espíritu, en la cual consideramos y 

profundizamos nuestra relación con Dios y consideramos cómo 

podemos servir a los demás. Guiadas/os por el Evangelio y por los 

ejemplos que las personas que pertenecen a la Iglesia y nuestras 

compañeras y compañeros de jornada proveen, usted puede 

bautizarse o integrarse completamente en la comunidad católica 

de creyentes por medio del proceso RICA. Si está buscando 

desarrollar plenamente su jornada de fe, le invitamos y animamos 

a participar. La jornada comienza este otoño. Para obtener más 

información, contacte a Cecilia López Oetgen, clopez@olqpva.org, 

para clases en español. 

 

SE NECESITAN LIBROS PARA NIÑAS Y NIÑOS 
La Despensa de alimentos busca libros para niñas y niños desde 

edad preescolar hasta los primeros grados. Estos libros les traen 

alegría a niñas y niños que acompañan a sus madres y padres 

cuando van a la despensa.  

 

 

REFUGIO COMUNITARIO DE ALEXANDRIA 

miércoles, 12 de agosto  

Únase a nosotros el miércoles, 12 de agosto. ¡Necesitamos 

personas voluntarias para que esta cena sea un éxito!  
Como usted puede ayudar: 

Cocinar – Prepare en su casa pollo a la tetrazzini, judías 

verdes y fresas y lleve todo antes de la hora de la cena. 

Transporte – Recoja la comida donada de la cocina de la 

iglesia y llévela al refugio para las 5:30pm el día de la cena. 

Sirva – Únase a nosotros en el refugio para preparar el lugar, 

servir a las personas y ayudar a limpiar.  

Puede traer las donaciones a la cocina de la oficina parroquial de 

lunes a miércoles, entre las 8:30am y 4:30pm. El día de la cena, 

también puede llevar las donaciones directamente a la cocina de 

Father Ray Hall de 4:00pm a 4:30pm.  

Por favor asegúrese de que el pollo a la tetrazzini y las judías 

verdes estén bien cocinados y preparados para solo tener que 

calentarlos. Identifique todos los platos con su nombre, “ACS”, la 

fecha (12 de agosto) y una breve descripción. Las 

personas voluntarias deben llegar al Refugio 

Comunitario de Alexandria (2355-B Mill Road, 

Alexandria, VA 22314) para las 5:30pm. La cena se 

servirá a las 6:00pm y durará alrededor de 45 minutos, 

incluyendo la limpieza. Use este código QR para 

apuntarse: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/409054BABAF2BA7F49-64826374-olqp 

Por favor, contacte a Emily Porterfield si tiene preguntas: 

bellefontebarbelle@gmail.com  

Una comunidad católica con una ética consistente con la vida 

O C         I A  

mailto:acurtin947@aol.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054BABAF2BA7F49-64826374-olqp
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054BABAF2BA7F49-64826374-olqp
mailto:bellefontebarbelle@gmail.com
mailto:clopez@olqpva.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054BABAF2BA7F49-64826374-olqp
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054BABAF2BA7F49-64826374-olqp
mailto:bellefontebarbelle@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE:   

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 6:30 PM 
Celebrate the start of the Season of Creation with "Music 

in the Garden."  Bring a picnic and enjoy a concert -- fun 

for adults and kids alike. Lively Spanish/English music 

with Lilo Gonzalez. Look for future details. 

 

 

JOIN SERVICE-ORIENTED CATHOLICS 

FROM OTHER PARISHES 
Representatives from the Knights of Columbus (Arlington 

Council 2473) and Ladies U-Knighted will be available 

after all Masses on August 8 and August 9.  Stop by their 

tables to learn how joining one of these sister 

organizations can strengthen your relationship with our 

community, the Church, and God. If you’re unable to stop 

by and would like further information, contact John 

Lynch at jlynch999@hotmail.com. 

 

FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION  

IS NOW OPEN! 
Registration for Faith Formation is now open for 

parishioners!  At this time, registration is available only 

for the two-year sacramental preparation programs: 

First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion 

Confirmation – Years 1 and 2 

We encourage families to register as soon as possible to 

secure their child's place in the program.  The registration 

form is available on the Our Lady Queen of 

Peace website, click here. For more information, please 

contact Cecilia Lopez.  We look forward to growing in 

faith with you and your family this year! 

 

                  “FOR WHAT ELSE SHALL WE PRAY  

SISTERS AND BROTHERS “… 
We hear many soulful requests for prayers at our daily/

weekend Masses, and in that moment the entire 

community listens, and responds in prayer. OLQP 

members understand the need to listen and bear witness 

to our sisters and brothers dealing with a myriad of 

issues confronting all of us in daily lives, and in one voice, 

pray for those requesting help. 

Stephen Ministry encourages our community friends to 

reach out to Stephen Ministry for a trained team 

member to accompany you, to listen compassionately, 

and continue praying with you for whatever time you 

need, whether briefly or over a longer time. Our care is 

completely confidential, members receiving care are 

referred to only as care receivers, and our entire ministry 

joins in prayer for all those receiving care on an on-going 

basis.  Let us help continue the care requested in the 

Prayers of the Faithful. 

For more information please contact Louise Drucker: 

smolqp@gmail.com or (703) 635-0469. 

 

 

RESERVE LA FECHA:  
SÁBADO, 5 DE SEPTIEMBRE, 6:30 PM 

Celebre el comienzo de la Temporada de la creación con 

“Música en el jardín”. Traiga un picnic y disfrute de un concierto, 

una diversión para personas adultas, para niñas y niños también. 

Música animada en español e inglés con Lilo González. Esté al 

tanto de futuros detalles.   

 
 

ÚNASE A PERSONAS CATÓLICAS DE OTRAS PARROQUIAS 
COMPROMETIDAS CON EL SERVICIO 

Personas que representan a los Caballeros de Colón (Arlington 

Council 2473) y señoras U-Knighted van a estar disponibles 

después de las Misas el 8 y el 9 de agosto. Visite sus mesas para 

aprender como el unirse a una de estas organizaciones 

asociadas pueden fortalecer su relación con nuestra comunidad, 

con la Iglesia y con Dios. Si no puede pasar por las mesas y 

quiere más información, contacte a John Lynch: 

jlynch999@hotmail.com. 

 

¡LA MATRÍCULA PARA LA FORMACIÓN 
 DE FE ESTÁ ABIERTA! 

¡Ya está abierta la matrícula para los feligreses para la Formación 

de fe! Por el momento, la matrícula está disponible únicamente 

para los programas de preparación sacramental de dos años: 

 Primera Reconciliación y Primera Comunión 

 Confirmación – años 1 y 2 

Animamos a las familias a inscribirse lo antes posible para 

asegurar la plaza de sus hijos en el programa. El formulario de 

matrícula está disponible en el sitio web de la parroquia; haga 

clic aquí. Para más información, por favor comuníquese con 

Cecilia López. ¡Esperamos crecer en la fe junto a usted y su 

familia este año! 

 
“¿POR QUÉ MÁS DEBEMOS ORAR,  

     HERMANAS Y HERMANOS?…” 
En nuestras Misas diarias y de fin de semana escuchamos 

muchas peticiones de oración que nacen del corazón; en esos 

momentos, toda la comunidad escucha y responde con la 

oración. Las personas miembros de la parroquia comprenden la 

necesidad de escuchar y acompañar a nuestras hermanas y 

hermanos que enfrentan un sinnúmero de situaciones en la vida 

cotidiana, y se unen en una sola voz para orar por quienes 

solicitan ayuda.  

El Ministerio Esteban anima a los miembros de nuestra 

comunidad a comunicarse con nosotros para recibir el 

acompañamiento de un miembro capacitado, quien les 

escuchará con compasión y seguirá orando con ustedes durante 

el tiempo que sea necesario, ya sea breve o prolongado. Nuestra 

atención es totalmente confidencial.  A las personas que reciben 

este apoyo se les llama simplemente destinatarias de atención 

— y todo nuestro ministerio se une en oración constante por 

quienes reciben este apoyo. Permítanos ayudar a dar 

continuidad al cuidado solicitado durante la Oración de los 

fieles. Para más información, por favor comuníquese con Louise 

Drucker: smolqp@gmail.com o (703) 635-0469. 

 

 

mailto:jlynch999@hotmail.com
https://www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/faith-formation.html
mailto:smolqp@gmail.com
mailto:jlynch999@hotmail.com
https://www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/faith-formation.html
mailto:smolqp@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM MEDOR: 
Our twin parish, St. Joseph in Medor, Haiti, reminds us that 
caring for God's creation is an act of faith and hope. Since 
2010, Our Lady Queen of Peace has partnered with the 
Smallholder Farmers Alliance (SFA) to support an 
agroforestry program that helps farming families build 
brighter futures while restoring the land God has entrusted 
to us. Through the Tree Currency Program, women and men 
work side by side to plant and care for trees, earning crop 
seeds, agricultural training, and farming tools that 
strengthen their harvests and improve their livelihoods. 
Today, ten community tree nurseries throughout the 74-
square mile parish nurture both seedlings and hope, bearing 
witness to what can grow when people work together as 
stewards of creation. Thank you for your prayers and 
continued solidarity with our brothers and sisters in Medor.  
Please pray for peace and security in Haiti. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOOK DISCUSSION: 

 The God of Wild Places 
The Integrity of Creation ministry invites you to join us in the 
Parish Library on Wednesday, August 12 at 7:00pm for a 
discussion of the book "The God of Wild Places: 
Rediscovering the divine in the untamed outdoors" by Tony 
Jones. In this short but compelling narrative, Jones leads 
readers on a meditative journey through his personal loss of 
faith and subsequent rediscovery after time spent in the 
wilderness. Email Dan Herrera (herrerawildlife@gmail.com) 
for more information.  

 

Programs that are open to the entire community, but offered in English only. 
 

Programas que le dan la bienvenida a toda la comunidad, pero que solo se ofrecen en inglés. 

JustFAITH MINISTRIES creates transformative programs that 
inspire action to address the root causes of injustice while 
serving with love.  Interested in joining this year’s cohort?  
Come to an information session on Tuesday, September 8, at 7 
pm in the Founder’s room in the Ministry Center.  Contact Sally 
Diaz-Wells at sdiazwells@olqpva.org if you plan to attend.  

 
REGISTER WITH THE PARISH  

UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION 
LET US KNOW YOU’RE MOVING 

If you have not officially registered with the parish, we invite 
you to do so.  Updated, accurate information is very useful to 
us, especially in communicating important news like a weather-
related closure. Visit the parish website (www.olqpva.org) click 
on About Us > Register > Register With Us.   
If you have had an addition to your family, if you have had a 
change of address or if you would like to know what 
information we have on file for your family, please send a 
message to Jeannette Gantz Daly in the parish office: 
jgantzdaly@olqpva.org 

 
ECO-TIP: Reuse materials such as totes and bags when grocery 
shopping. Donate household items, clothing, books, games, and 
shoes to Matt 25, as well as the Salvation Army and Goodwill 
and buy items there as well. Remember printer paper has two 
sides, packing materials can be used for arts and crafts and 
Sunday comics make colorful wrapping paper. Be creative by 
refashioning your household items and if not using them, 
donate to those in need. 

MATTHEW 25 
Closed to accepting donations 

AUGUST:  Sunday August 30, through Monday     

September 7 (Labor Day) 
Please do not donate winter clothing at this time -- our storage 

area is full.  Hold your winter clothing donations until Septem-

ber.  Thank you for your continued support.  

 

 

OLQP ON-LINE GIVING 

Summer is upon us – God’s glory is all around us!  Now is the 

perfect time to make the switch to eGiving. Your 

recurring gifts will sustain and strengthen our par-

ish, and provide us with consistent support over 

the summer months. Sign up today by visiting 

Give . 

(https://giving.myparishsoft.io//app/giving/FD-

271).  Thank you for your continued support. 

Blessings, Fr. Tim, Fr. Martin & Fr. Pontien 

MATEO 25   
Cerrada y no aceptará donaciones 

AGOSTO: domingo, 30 de agosto al lunes, 7 de septiem-

bre (Día del trabajo) 
Por favor no done ropa de invierno por ahora – nuestro alma-

cén está lleno. Guarde su ropa de invierno hasta septiembre. 

Gracias por su continuo apoyo.   

 

 

EGIVING EN OLQP 

El verano está aquí – ¡la gloria de Dios está a nuestro alrede-

dor! Ahora es el momento perfecto para cambiar a eGi-

ving. Su donación recurrente mantendrá y reforzará nues-

tra parroquia y nos dará apoyo constante durante los 

meses de verano. Apúntese hoy al visitar Give . 

(https://giving.myparishsoft.io//app/giving/FD-271).  

Gracias por su continuo apoyo.   

Bendiciones, Padre Tim, Padre Martin y Padre Pontien 
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Please check the Signup Genius here  

for the complete list of  what’s still needed.  

 
Por favor, revise el Signup Genius para ver la lista  

completa de lo que se necesita.   
 

(https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050E4CA5AE29ABFB6-63357978-olqp#/) 

OLQP BACKPACK DRIVE 
Help OLQP send 1,000 local children back to school ready to learn! 

 

CAMPAÑA DE RECOGIDA DE MOCHILAS DE OLQP 
¡Ayude a OLQP a mandar a 1,000 niñas y niños locales al colegio listas y listos para aprender! 

We are in particular need of sports, super heroes and princess backpacks for little kids.   

And,  we also need high school backpacks, larger sized. 

Backpacks and supplies are needed by AUGUST 16TH.   

Place in food pantry collections bins. We distribute the weekend of August 21-22. 

Verdaderamente necesitamos mochilas con temas de deportes, super héroes y princesas para las niñas y niños 

chiquitos. Y también necesitamos mochilas más grandes para estudiantes de escuela superior.   

Necesitamos las mochilas y los materiales escolares para el 16 de agosto. Póngalos en los contenedores de la despensa de 

alimentos. Los distribuiremos el fin de semana del 21 y el 22 de agosto.   

 

Shopping online?  Ship directly to parish by noting “school supply drive” in the address  

(OLQP, School Supply Drive, 2700 19th St S, Arlington VA 22204) 

¿Compra por Internet? Envíe directamente a la parroquia, poniendo “school supply drive” en la dirección.  

(OLQP, School Supply Drive, 2700 19th St S, Arlington VA 22204) 

 

Prefer to make a monetary donation?  Donations with “backpack drive” on the check memo line can be dropped in 

the collection basket, dropped off at the parish office or made online through ParishSOFT Giving: https://

giving.myparishsoft.io//app/giving/FD-271 (Backpack and School Supply Drive is listed under the Sunday Collections 

dropdown arrow.) 

¿Prefiere donar dinero? Puede poner los cheques con las donaciones identificadas como “Backpack drive” en la colecta de los domingos, 

puede llevarlas a la oficina parroquial o hacerlas por medio de ParishSOFT Giving: https://giving.myparishsoft.io//app/giving/FD-271 

(Puede ver la campaña para recoger mochilas y materiales escolares en el menú desplegable bajo “colecta de los domingos”.)  

 

Urgent request for VOLUNTEER help to pack backpacks and/or help distribute backpacks; please sign up 

here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4CA5AE29ABFB6-63366027-olqp#/ 

Petición urgente: Necesitamos personas VOLUNTARIAS para ayudar a llenar las mochilas y/o distribuirlas. 

Por favor, apúntese aquí:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4CA5AE29ABFB6-63366027-olqp#/ 

 

Questions? Please contact Patvinkenes@yahoo.com. 

Si tiene preguntas, por favor contacte a Patvinkenes@yahoo.com. 
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Jesus’ parables remind us to keep asking questions 
Parables may sound easy, but they are not obvious. 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.”   (Matthew 13:51) 

By Alice Camille 

 

None of us likes to appear ignorant. 
Chances are when someone asks if you’re 
aware of a bit of news, you’re tempted to 
say, “Of course.” Meanwhile, your mind is 
a hamster wheel racing through all the 
headlines you’ve grazed lately in a des-
perate search for the needed infor-
mation. It’s not that we pretend to know 
more than we do, necessarily. It’s that we 
presume we know more than we do. 
Which is to say, we presume we know 
more than anyone who’s talking to us. 

... 

It seems something like this was going on 
during the long and imaginative discourse 
Jesus directs to his disciples about the 
kingdom of heaven. Jesus describes in 
lush detail how the kingdom is like an 
improbable sower of seeds who scatters 
them in every direction with abandon. Or 
perhaps it’s a thwarted farmer who al-
lows wheat and weeds to grow together 
in the fields until harvest time. The king-
dom’s a tiny mustard seed that matures 
to magnificence. And it’s yeast hidden in 
flour to create the miracle of bread. It’s 
buried treasure lost and found. It’s a mer-
chant of fine pearls who discovers to his 
joy the pearl of a lifetime. It’s a dragnet 
cast into the sea that dredges up what-
ever’s out there for a later sorting. 

After delivering this effu-sive extended 
description of the mysteries of God’s 
realm, Jesus asks his followers, “Do you 
get it?” And their one-word response in 
unison to this whole remarkable teaching 
is, “Yes.” Just yes. Which to me sounds 
quite suspicious. 
“Sure, Jesus. What you just said.” Don’t 
you suspect this response is a cover-up 
for a lot of head-scratching and confu-
sion? How can the reign of God be per-
ceived in so many diverse ways? Seeds 
and weeds, bread and pearls, and fish and 
garbage! Yet the disciples betray no hesi-
tation about having absorbed this com-
plex lesson.  ... 

Mark’s gospel, the shortest and first one 
written down, is most willing to routinely 

identify the disciples as a day late and a 
dollar short in discerning what Jesus is 
about. Note, the first evangelist was not 
among the original followers of Jesus, 
though tradition places him in the compa-
ny of Peter. Mark’s primary source, then, 
was the stories Peter told during their 
work together in the early days of the 
church. Peter earned his humility the hard 
way, in embarrassing episodes of impul-
sive speech and behavior—not to men-
tion three painful denials.  ... 

When it’s Matthew’s turn to write his 
account a few decades later, he uses 
Mark’s material but edits out the un-
flattering parts. After all, by his genera-
tion, the first disciples are heroes and, in 
many cases, martyrs for the faith. So, 
when Jesus asks his summary question, 
“Did you get everything I just said?” the 
reply will neatly be, “Of course.” 

Twenty centuries later, the real question 
is not what the first disciples understood 
but what you and I get out of all this as 
hearers of the Word. We are, at least, no 
longer self-deceived that Jesus’ purpose 
was to drive the ancient Romans from 
Israel. But it’s still easy for us to dismiss 
all this kingdom talk as pertaining to a 
heavenly home in the hereafter. Seeds 
and weeds and pearls and fish and gar-
bage? Surely, Jesus will sort it all out one 
day from his judgment seat. In the mean-
time, you and I need simply to go to 
church and follow the rules. 

This dismissal conveniently ignores what 
Jesus also says: The kingdom is near, 
among us, within us. Yes, we say, we get 
it. And really sort of don’t. What’s appar-
ent in tales of the kingdom is that its arri-
val starts small, in seeds and yeast and 
the irritation inside a clamshell, becoming 
through time and effort a remarkable 
bounty hidden in plain sight. While we’re 
looking up at the sky for the sun to swirl 
or angels to descend, the kingdom is ma-
turing right under our noses in the unno-
ticed labor of farmers, in a fishing crew’s 
perseverance, in a merchant’s relentless 
dreams, in a woman feeding her family 
daily. 

God’s kingdom creeps into our awareness 

as a small child struggles to learn to read. 
As an artist is inspired by an image and 
races swiftly back to her studio. As a fa-
ther applies for yet another job this week 
without losing hope of success. As an el-
derly person patiently undergoes months 
of physical therapy to regain mobility 
after a fall. 

The kingdom squeezes through the cracks 
in our days: when we’re ready to clobber 
a clerk who screwed up our order but, at 
the last second, we choose to smile, be 
gracious, and let a fellow mortal off the 
hook. When we opt out of blaming the 
other side for everything and, instead, 
seek ways to work together for mutually 
valued goals. When we stop saying, “It’s 
impossible,” and begin saying, “Let’s try.” 

Toward the end of my seventh decade, 
I’m only just learning how to admit I don’t 
know everything. I’m often out of the 
loop of new information. I haven’t read 
that book everybody’s talking about. I 
don’t always or often know the right an-
swer or what to do. If I were present at 
one of Jesus’ amazing lessons and he 
asked if everybody got it all, I hope I 
would have the courage to raise my hand 
and say, “Not really. Could you run 
through that one more time?” Parables 
may sound easy, but they are not obvi-
ous. The kingdom is not a place or a time 
but a decision we’re making every hour. It 
begins small. But like every meal that Je-
sus serves, it can feed a multitude. 

 
This article also appears in the July 
2026 issue of U.S. Catholic (Vol. 91, No. 7, 
pages 46-48). Click here to subscribe to 
the magazine. 

Alice Camille is the author of Working 
Toward Sainthood (Twenty-Third Publica-

tions) and other titles available 
at www.alicecamille.com. 
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