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OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE CHURCH ~~ NUESTRA SENORA REINA DE LA PAZ
December 21, 2025 ~~ 21 de diciembre de 2025



Welcome to OLQP Catholic Church!
iBienvenidos a OLQP Iglesia Catdlica!

Contact / Contacto: 2700 19th St S, Arlington VA 22204
703-979-5580, office@olqpva.org

Office Hours / Horas de oficina:

Monday-Friday — 8:30am to 4:30pm
Lunes a viernes — 8:30am a 4:30pm

Website / sitioweb: www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org

Weekend of December 20-21 & Christmas Bulletin

Parish Offices & Programs closed for holiday break
December 24 — January 1
For urgent issues call or leave a message: 703-979-5580, ext 11

* 010 ’ 0:0 *

UPCOMING MASSES
FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

Christmas Eve Masses
Wednesday, December 24
4:00 pm Family Mass
4:15 pm Family Mass,

in Fr. Ray Hall
6:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass
8:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass,
in Spanish
10:30 pm Lessons & Carols
11:00 pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day Mass
Thursday, December 25, 11:00 am

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God

Wednesday, December 31,
5:00pm Vigil Mass
Thursday, January 1, 2026,
11:00am, Bilingual

The Epiphany of the Lord
January 3-4, 2026
5:30 pm Vigil Mass
8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am,
1:00 pm in Spanish & 6:00 pm

HORARIO PARA LAS MISAS DURANTE
LA TEMPORADA DE NAVIDAD

Misas de vispera de Navidad
Miércoles, 24 de diciembre
4:00 pm Misa para familias
4:15 pm Misa para familias,
en Fr. Ray Hall
6:00 pm Misa de vispera de Navidad
8:00 pm Misa de vispera de Navidad,
en espafiol
10:30 pm Lecciones y villancicos
11:00 pm Misa de medianoche

Misa del dia de Navidad
Jueves, 25 de diciembre, 11:00 am

Solemnidad de la santisima Virgen Maria,

Madre de Dios
Misa de vigilia — miércoles,
31 de diciembre, 5:00pm
jueves, 1ro de enero, 2026,
11:00am, bilingle

La Epifania del Sefor
3-4 enero 2026
5:30 pm Misa de vigilia
8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15am,
1:00 pm en espaiiol y 6:00 pm
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Peace Prayer of
Saint Francis

Lord, make me an
instrument

of your peace:
where there is hatred,

let me sow love;

where there is injury,
pardon;

where there is doubt,
faith;

where there is despair,
hope;

where there is darkness,
light;

where there is sadness,
joy.

O divine Master, grant that
I may not so much seek

to be consoled

as to console,
to be understood

as to understand,
to be loved

as to love.
For it is in giving
that we receive,
it is in pardoning
that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying
that we are born

to eternal life.
Amen.



A Consistent Ethic of Life Catholic Community

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION / PREPARACION SACRAMENTAL
Baptism / Bautizo:
Please email Baptism Coordinator Mary Ann Suhocki,
baptism@olqgpva.org.
Por favor mande un correo electrénico a la coordinadora de los
bautizos, Mary Ann Suhocki, baptism@olqgpva.org.

Marriage Preparation/ Preparacion para el matrimonio:
Please contact the parish office at least six months before your
wedding date to complete requirements.

Por favor llame a la oficina de la parroquia seis meses antes
de su matrimonio para completar todos los requisitos.

Reconciliation / Reconciliacion—Confesion:

Fr. Ray Hall Library
Biblioteca Fr. Ray Hall
Sat, 4:45-5:15 pm & by appointment.
Los sabados: 4:45-5:15 pm, y por cita previa.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS / COLECTAS DEL DOMINGO
Sunday Collections / Colectas del domingo: $6,797
Catholic Chariteiss Christmas Collection/ Colecta Anual Navidefia de la
Parroquia para las Caridades Catdlicas: $7,348
ParishSoft Giving - weekly avg.: $11,289

Word & Eucharist Missalette/
Misal Palabra y Eucaristia
Today’s readings can be found on page 120
Las lecturas de hoy se encuentran en la pagina 121

BULLETIN DEADLINE / PLAZO PARA EL BOLETIN
Wednesday 9am — office@olqpva.org

OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND STRENGTHEN US /

NUESTROS ENFERMOS Y CONFINADOS NOS FORTALECEN
PLEASE PRAY FOR / POR FAVOR OREMOS POR: Christiana Achebe,
Suri Barahona, Grace Bialecki, Cindy Bianga, Francis Bilgera, Joseph
Leopold Bissonnette, Precious Bowens, April Brassard, Dave Brassard,
Evie Brown, Lynne Burgh, Chris Bruns, Mary Callow, Brody Carroll,
Antonio Fernandez Castillo, Louise Chambers, Fred Clarke, Carmen
Rosa Claure, Chris Comer, Jeff Cory, Adele Crump, Mary Daluca,
Cheryl Darby, Donna Davis, Jim Davis, Adrienne DiCerbo, Calista
Downey, Tim Felker, Elizabeth (Bunny) Foster, Yevette Francois,
Anne Fullerton, Joseph Funk, lva Futrell, Trishann Ganley, Francine
Gemmill, Fred Gladbach, Jo Marie Griesgraber, Melanie Guitreaux,
Joe Harrington, Harris Family, Linda Hawkins, Clare Hayden, Dee
Hickey, Pamela Hoeft, Jan Hyland, Patrick Hynes, Pat Johnson, Sharon
Jourdan, William Kahl, Gus Karns, Ruth Klarman, Carmen Andrea Lara,
Alexa LaRue, Patrick Lawrey, John Lawyer, Lidia Montero Lopez, Olga
MacKenzie, Wil McBride, Stefan McGuigan, Martha Gladys Medina,
Maria Magdalena Medrano de Ventura, Eileen Melia, Frances
Mierzwa, Arthur Miller, Mary Miller, Betty Mills, Yvonne Mockler,
Carmen Montijo, Dorothy Moran, Rosemary Morrisey, Luis R. Mufioz,
Zoe A. Muioz, Chelsea Murray, Connie Murray, Paul Murray, Dorothy
Myrtle, Mario Amel Najarro, Karen Newman, Stephen Nutter, Julie
O’Brien, Peggy O’Brien, Patrick Ogden, Carol Pacello, Roy Paco, Neil
Parent, Catherine Parr, Mary Pasquarella, Mark Pazich, Minnie
Pazich, Hazel Pulliam, Paul Ramirez, Santos Ramirez, Jacob and Jaxson
Rivera, Maritza Roldan, Marco Cristiaan Rufolo-Roger, Josefina
Salgado, Carolyn Santos, Jane Shepard, Donna Smith, Jeffrey Smith,
Mary E. Smith, Lora Smolenski, Suzie Snedgen Warner, Eva Souza,
Grace Starbird, George Stewart, Michael Arthur Sweat, Nancy
Urquizo, Alma Reyes Valentin, Carina Vaquez, Robin Vogel, Robert &
Maureen Wallace, Jim Webster, Al Williams, Kate Witkowski, Lauren
Wolfe, Mary Woods
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

CUARTO DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO
Isaiah 7:10-14 (10A); Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24
Isaias 7,10-14 (10A); Romanos 1,1-7; Mateo 1,18-24

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

FIESTA DE LA SAGRADA FAMILIA
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 (17A); Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17;
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
Siracida 3,2-6, 12-14 (17A); Colosenses 3,12-21 or 3,12-17;
Mateo 2,13-15, 19-23

MASS INTENTIONS, DECEMBER 20 -26
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
INTENCIONES DE LAS MISAS, 20-26 DICIEMBRE

CUARTO DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO
Saturday, December 20th
5:30 pm Verdnica Krystel Sanchez Ocasio (D) by Oetgen Lépez family
Sunday, December 21st
8:00 am Marge Mayer (D) by Raquel Bishop
9:30 am Fields and Roy families (D) by Michael Fields & John Roy
11:15 am Carleton 'CC' Jenkins (D) by Shari & John Zamarra
1:00 pm Martha Barahona (Anniversary (D) by the Lovo family
6:00 pm Cecilia L. & Alexander L. Kostka (Anniversary) (D)
by their children
Monday, December 22nd
12:00 pm Pedro Martin Hidalgo (Birthday) (L) by Isabel Hidalgo
Tuesday, December 23rd
12:00 pm Marion McGann (Anniversary)(D) by Martin & Mary McGann
Wednesday, December 24th
Christmas Eve Masses
4:00 pm- For The Parish
4:15 pm — For The Parish
6:00 pm - Joseph & Verna Gregos (D) by Kris Gregos
8:00 pm — For The Parish
11:30 pm — For The Parish
Thursday, December 25th
11:00 am — For The Parish (Christmas Day)
Friday, December 26th
12:00 pm For The Parish

OLQP PARISH STAFF / PERSONAL DE LA PARROQUIA
Pastor / Pdrroco: Fr. Tim Hickey, CSSp, thickey@olqgpva.org
Parochial Vicar / Pdrroco Asociado: Fr. Martin Vu, CSSp,

mvu@olqgpva.org

Parochial Vicar / Pdrroco Asociado: Fr. Pontien Kenfack, CSSp,
pkenfack@olgpva.org

Deacon / Didcono: Dcn. Tony Remedios, tremedios@olgpva.org

Parish Office / Oficina parroquial

Business Manager / Gerente de Negocios: Christina Kozyn,
ckozyn@olgpva.org

Social Justice & Outreach Minister / Ministro de Justicia Social y

Acercamiento (bilingiie): Sally Diaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olgpva.org

Youth & Young Adult Minister / Ministro de Adolescentes y Jévenes Adul-

tos: Rebecca Grant Jenkins, rgrantjenkins@olqgpva.org

Faith Formation Director / Director de Formacion de Fe (bilingUe):
Cecilia Lopez Oetgen, clopez@olgpva.org




JUST A THOUGHT...or two...

This is the time of year when we sing songs of peace on
earth and good will toward alll St. Pope Paul VI
proclaimed that if we want peace we need to work for
justice.

In this season of dreams of peace and good will, we are
called to work for justice! Advent is a strange season: a
season of hopes and dreams...a season of promises
fulfilled and of promises yet to be fulfilled...a season of
the Reign of God, a reality which is bursting forth and at
the same time not yet fully here.

Advent is counter cultural on so many levels. In a season
when it seems the whole world begins to spin even
faster we are called to slow down, to spend time in
prayer and reflection, to spend time thinking about the
deeper realities of our lives in the midst of the chaos that
swirls around us.

Part of this season’s story is about a young girl living in a
male dominated world where women were treated as
property. But, she breaks free from the bonds of
obscurity and insignificance and becomes the heroine. A
young girl named Mary said “yes” to an impossible
proposition. “Yes” to what must have seemed totally
absurd. Imagine yourself for a moment in Mary’s place:
you are going along in your normal day and suddenly an
angel, a heavenly visitor, appears out of nowhere, telling
you that “God”, The Creator of all things -- visible and
invisible -- was “asking” you to be the mother of the long
awaited Messiah!

The whole idea that God would choose to become
human -- one like us -- and enter into our world as a

vulnerable and innocent child is almost too much to
comprehend. And yet she said “yes”. And, her yes
changed the world forever!

To this very day... right now...her yes is still changing the
world because the Risen Christ is in our midst! Because
of her yes we can profess “we are the Body of Christ!”

What is God calling me to say yes to as a member of the
Body of Christ? As | say yes to God, can | say yes to the
immigrants and refugees, yes to the women and girls
assaulted and abused by the misogyny that is the very
fabric of almost every culture in every country? Can | say
yes to refusing to participate in racism and bigotry in my
words, actions and thoughts? Can | say yes to reaching
out in love to even those who have hurt me or whom |
have hurt?

Am | brave enough to risk it all like that young girl, from
a dusty little backwater town, some two thousand years
ago, and say yes to God and to what God calls me to in
my life as a disciple of Jesus Christ?

Am | willing to risk, like Mary, and say “yes?” Am | willing
to risk like Joseph and say “yes” to God, in the midst of
the chaos, fear and sorrow of wars, famine, and political
upheaval, and economic insecurity, not knowing where
my yes will lead me...just trusting that God will walk with
me on the journey of my life and never leave my side...
and knowing that...that will make all the difference in the
journey?

Advent blessings,

Fr. Tim

SHOEBOX PROJECT - UPDATE!!!
Despite the harsh snow, ice, and cold winds,
our OLQP community came together with
compassion and dedication, successfully
wrapping 508 shoebox gifts for our unhoused
brothers and sisters. These thoughtful gifts
were distributed to groups such as
Pathforward, SEEC, and Feast on the Streets.
Thank you for your kindness and generosity
from the bottom of our hearts.
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iACTUALIZACION DEL PROYECTO

DE LAS CAJAS DE ZAPATOS!
A pesar de la intensa nieve, hielo y vientos frios, nuestra
comunidad de OLQP se unid con compasion y
dedicacion, envolviendo con éxito 508 cajas de zapatos
para nuestras hermanas y hermanos sin hogar. Estos
regalos bien pensados se distribuyeron a grupos como
Pathforward, SEEC y Fiesta en las calles. Gracias por su
bondad y generosidad. Se lo agradecemos de todo
corazon.




HAITI CHRISTMAS DRIVE
Through our long-standing twinning relationship with St.
Joseph Parish in Medor, Haiti, we continue to walk in
solidarity with our Haitian family. Together, we are helping
to create lasting opportunities:

8 2,400 children are receiving an education from
kindergarten through 13th grade.

§ 3,000 farmers are strengthening their livelihoods
through an agroforestry program that provides
training, crop seeds, and agricultural tools—while
caring for God’s creation. Since 2010, more than
1.53 million tree seedlings have been planted.

Your generosity makes this life-changing work possible.
This Christmas, please consider supporting our Haiti
Christmas Drive. You'll be sharing the gift of hope with the
people of Medor.

1. Donate online at:
https://www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/haiti-

ministry.html

2. Write a check payable to Our Lady Queen
of Peace with “Haiti” on the memo line and
mail to the parish office (2700 19th St S.,
Arlington 22204) or place your check/cash in
the Haiti box on the table at the church
entrance.

The Haiti Christmas Card Alternative Gift Program offers
both printed and electronic cards.

How to get Haiti printed cards:

-Pick up cards at the self-serve table at the church
entrance.

How to get the Haiti e-card:

-Download from the parish website at:
https://www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/
uploads/1/0/2/8/102893408/haiti_ecard.pdf

-Attach the card in an email to your loved ones.

Thank you to all for your love and support for the people
of Medor.

THE GIVING TREE — Support SEEC Day Laborers! We
invite you to support the parish in providing lunch for SEEC
day laborers. Each week a group of volunteers shop,
prepare and package lunches for Shirlington Day Laborers
through the Brown Bag Lunch Program. The Giving Tree in
the sanctuary during Christmas time supports this effort:
take a ‘brown bag angel’ ornament from the basket under
the giving tree in the sanctuary, place your donation inside
the ornament and hang it on the tree. The tree will be in
the sanctuary through the Christmas season.

WALK WITH THE HOLY FAMILY STARTING IN
ADVENT! To benefit Catholic Relief Services, the Virginia
CRS Chapter will be hosting a state-wide virtual walk-a-
thon fundraiser, “Walking with the Holy Familyé ¥rom
November 30" to January 4™ Through

CAMPANA NAVIDENA PARA HAITI

A través de nuestro largo hermanamiento con la parroquia St.

Joseph en Medor, Haiti, continuamos caminando en solidaridad

con nuestra familia de Haiti. Juntos ayudamos a crear

oportunidades duraderas:

8§ 2,400 nifias y nifios estan recibiendo una educacién del jardin
de la infancia al grado 13.

8§ 3,000 agricultores estin fortaleciendo los medios de
subsistencia por medio de un programa de agroforesteria que
provee entrenamiento, semillas para la cosecha vy
herramientas agricolas — mientras cuidan de la creacion de
Dios. Desde el afio 2010, mas de 1,53 millones de plantulas
de arboles se han trasplantado

Su generosidad hace posible esta labor que cambia vidas. Esta

Navidad, por favor, considere apoyar nuestra Campafia navidefa

para Haiti. Va a compartir el don de la esperanza con las personas

de Medor.

Aqui ve como marcar una diferencia para nuestra parroquia

hermana:

1. Done en linea en:

https://www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/haiti-ministry.html

2. Escriba un cheque a nombre de OLQP con OHaiti€ en la linea del

asunto y mdndelo por correo a la parroquia (2700 19th St S.,

Arlington 22204) o ponga su donacién en la caja para Haiti en la

mesa en la entrada de la iglesia.

El programa de la Campaiia navidefia para Haiti ofrece tarjetas

impresas y electronicas.

Como obtener tarjetas impresas:

-Tome las tarjetas impresas de la mesa de autoservicio en la

entrada de la iglesia.

Como obtener las tarjetas electrdnicas:

-Descargue tarjetas electronicas del sitio web de la parroquia:

https://www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/

uploads/1/0/2/8/102893408/haiti_ecard.pdf

-Adjunte la tarjeta en un correo electrénico para sus seres queridos.

Gracias por su carifio y apoyo por nuestra familia de Medor.

THE GIVING TREE -- jApoye a los jornaleros de SEEC! Los
invitamos a apoyar a la parroquia al darle almuerzo a los jornaleros
de SEEC. Cada semana un grupo de personas voluntarias que
forman parte del Brown Bag Lunch van de compras, preparan y
empacan almuerzos para los jornaleros de Shirlington. El Giving
Tree en el santuario durante la temporada de Navidad apoya este
esfuerzo. Tome un ornamento, “un angel de papel”, de la canasta
que esta debajo del “giving tree” en el santuario, ponga su
donacion dentro del ornamento y cuélguelo en el arbol. El rbol va
a estar en el santuario durante la temporada navideia.

iCAMINE CON LA SAGRADA FAMILIA EMPEZANDO EN
ADVIENTO! Para beneficiar los Servicios de ayuda de las
Caridades catdlicas, el capitulo de Virginia va a patrocinar un walk-
a-thon virtual para recaudar fondos, “Caminando con la Sagrada

Advent and the Christmas Season, walk on
your own time in solidarity with families who
must leave their homelands due to food
insecurity, violence, or instability and raise
funds to support CRS programs throughout
the world. To participate or for more
information, visit_bit.ly/VACRS or scan the
QR code.

-

Ocrs Savelives

YOUR SUPPORT, THEIR SURVIVAL

Familia”, del 30 de noviembre al 4 de enero. Durante
el Adviento y la temporada navidefia, camine a su
propio ritmo en solidaridad con las familias que tienen
que abandonar sus patrias debido a la inseguridad
alimentaria, la violencia o la instabilidad y recaudar
fondos para apoyar los programas de la CRS por todo
el mundo. Para participar o para obtener mas
informacion, visite _bit.ly/VACRS o escanee el cédigo
QR.

/
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Una comunidad catdlica con una ética consistente con la vida

YOUTH MINISTRY:

TEEN NIGHT is on winter break until January 4th. Have a
continued blessed Advent and Joyful Christmas season!

MISSED THE INFORMATION SESSION FOR THE WYD
2027 Pilgrimage to Saigon, Vietnam and Seoul, Korea but are
still interested? There will be a zoom information session,
Tuesday, January 6th. Please contact Rebecca Grant Jenkins,
rgrantjenkins@olgpva.org.

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who has supported Youth &
Young Adult Ministry programming through your time, talent,
and treasure. We appreciate you all and wish you a continued
happy Advent and very merry Christmas. Peace, hope, and joy
to you in the new year.

MINISTERIO DE ADOLESCENTES:

NOCHE PARA ADOLESCENTES esta de vacaciones hasta el 4
de enero. jQué sigas teniendo un Adviento bendecido y una
feliz temporada navidefia!

¢TE PERDISTE LA SESION INFORMATIVA PARA LA
PEREGRINACION WYD 2027 A SAIGON, VIETNAM Y
SEUL, COREA, pero todavia estas interesada/o? Vamos a
tener una reunién informativa por Zoom el martes, 6 de
enero. Por favor contacta a Rebecca Grant Jenkins,
rgrantjenkins@olgpva.org.

GRACIAS A TODO EL MUNDO que con su tiempo, talento y
tesoro ha apoyado los programas del Ministerio de
adolescentes y de jovenes adultos. Les apreciamos y les
deseamos un feliz Adviento y una muy feliz Navidad. Paz,
esperanza y alegria a ustedes en el nuevo afio.

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
Evening and weekend activities (except scheduled Masses):
OLQP follows the decision of Arlington Public Schools for
cancellation of evening and weekend activities. Those
traveling outside the local school district should use their best
judgment. For the most up-to-date information for Arlington
Public Schools, please call 1-866-322-4277 or Vvisit
www.apsva.us/post/inclement-weather-announcements/
Parish Office Staff and Weekday Activities, 8:30am-
4:30pm: Office and weekday activities follow the decision of
the Federal Government. Tune in to your local radio and tv
stations for updated information or visit www.opm.gov/policy
-data-oversight/snow-dismissal-procedures/
Masses: The decision to cancel Masses within the Diocese of
Arlington is made by Bishop Burbidge and broadcast on local
radio and tv stations.
To the extent itQ possible, notice will be placed on the parish
website and recorded on the phone message. Please use your
best judgement when traveling outside the immediate area.

NORMAS ANTE LA INCLEMENCIA DEL CLIMA
Las actividades nocturnas y de fin de semana (con excepcion
de las misas programadas): OLQP sigue la decisién de las
Escuelas Publicas de Arlington para la cancelacion de
actividades nocturnas y de fin de semana. Las personas que
estuvieran fuera del sistema escolar local deben utilizar su
mejor juicio. Para obtener la informacién mds actualizada
sobre las Escuelas Publicas de Arlington, por favor llame al 1-
866-322-4277.
Personal de la Oficina Parroquial: las actividades de la Oficina
y del dia siguen la decision del Gobierno Federal. Sintonice las
emisoras de radio y television locales para obtener
informacién actualizada.
Misas: La decisién de cancelar las misas dentro de la Didcesis
de Arlington es hecha por el obispo Burbidge y transmitida
por las estaciones de radio y television locales.
En la medida de lo posible, el aviso serd colocado en el sitio
web de la parroquia y en el mensaje telefénico.

Programs that are open to the entire community, but offered in English only.
Programas que le dan la bienvenida a toda la comunidad, pero que solo se ofrecen en inglés.

PARISHSOFT GIVING—OLQP’s E-giving Platform
If you were an active Faith Direct user, your record was upgraded to
ParishSOFT Giving. If you are accessing your account for the first time since
the upgrade, you will need a password reset — please contact Christina in the
parish office to request that: ckozyn@olgpva.org. ParishSOFT Giving uses the
same email address for your user name as you used with Faith Direct. You
just need a new password.
Login here to view your scheduled gifts, payment information, and to view
the last four weeks of your contribution history. Use the same link to add,
delete and edit your scheduled gifts — once logged into your ParishSOFT
Giving account, click on “scheduled” and “history” to access this information.
New online donors, please click here to setup a one-time gift or recurring gift
by completing the Give Now form. Use the dropdown arrow to select the
fund you would like to contribute to: Sunday Collection, Pastor’s Qutreach,
Food Pantry, etc.
One-time donors can also use Text-To-Give. Use 703-972-5021, type the
word Give and you'll receive a reply with donation information.
Need help? Please contact OLQP’s Business Manager, Christina
ckozyn@olqpva.org or contact ParishSOFT Giving donor support at 866-930-
4774 option 6 or donorsupport@parishsoft.com.
Thank you for your support and generosity. It’s vital to the good work of
OLQP!
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FROM THE INTEGRITY OF CREATION
TEAM: Reflect on the mystery and majesty of Jesus
becoming one of us in Bethlehem. Rejoice that He is
present in the world around us. Take comfort that
our God reveals himself through His wondrous
creation and the love of our brothers and sisters. Joy
and Peace this Christmas season!

JOHN PAUL THE GREAT CLINICS & WORKSHOPS
4TH-8TH GRADES!
Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School has a
few exciting opportunities for younger students to
hone their skills and explore their interests! Boys
Wrestling Camp is back (ongoing - end of January),
Super Science Saturday (Sat, Feb 28th), and more on
the way! Click here to start your registration:
https://saintjohnpaul.mypaysimple.com/s/middle-
school-event-registration
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Navidad 2025

Queridos Hermanos y Hermanas en Cristo,

La Navidad resplandece como una temporada de alegria, unidad y esperanza
renovada. El Nifio de Belén viene a reunirnos como una sola familia de fe, superando
toda distancia y sanando toda division. Su luz radiante atraviesa la oscuridad y nos
recuerda que en Cristo el amor triunfa y la paz perdura.

Al reunirnos nuevamente en torno al pesebre de Belén, nuestros corazones se
llenan de asombro y gratitud por el don del amor de Dios hecho visible en Jesucristo. En
Navidad, nos regocijamos en el maravilloso misterio de la Encarnacién: Dios hecho
hombre, que habita entre nosotros para compartir nuestra humanidad, nuestras alegrias y
nuestras penas. En El, el cielo y la tierra se unen, y por medio de El somos reconciliados
con nuestro Creador. El nacimiento de nuestro Salvador revela que el amor de Dios no
conoce fronteras.

Los invito a celebrar esta santa temporada con un renovado agradecimiento por el
don que somos los unos para los otros. Que sigamos el ejemplo de la Sagrada Familia,

que con fe y amor acogio la voluntad de Dios con confianza y serenidad.

Que la alegria de esta Navidad fortalezca los lazos de unidad entre nosotros, y que
la paz de Cristo reine en sus corazones y en sus hogares.

Sinceramente en Cristo,

Monsefior Michael F. Burbidge
Obispo de Arlington
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Christmas 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Christmas shines as a season of joy, unity, and renewed hope. The Child of
Bethlehem comes to draw us together as one family of faith, bridging every distance and
healing every division. His radiant light pierces the darkness reminding us that in Christ
love triumphs and peace endures.

As we gather once more around the manger of Bethlehem, our hearts are filled
with awe and gratitude for the gift of God’s love made visible in Jesus Christ. At
Christmas, we rejoice in the wondrous mystery of the Incarnation—God made man,
dwelling among us to share our humanity, joys, and sorrows. In Him, heaven and earth
are united, and through Him, we are reconciled to our Creator. The birth of our Savior
reveals that God’s love knows no boundaries.

I invite you to celebrate this holy season with renewed thanks for the gift of one
another. May we follow the example of the Holy Family, who in faith and love welcomed
the will of God with trust and serenity.

May the joy of this Christmas strengthen the bonds of unity among us and may the
peace of Christ reign in your hearts and homes.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge
Bishop of Arlington
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I.essons from the desert fathers on

welcoming the tired and the poor

by Helga Leija

On Nov. 2, 1883, Emma Lazarus wrote the poem that adorns the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty in Eilis Island, New
York:

Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
| lift my lamp beside the golden door!

However, since 1886, the day Lady Liberty — the "Mother of Exiles" — was dedicated, the United States has had con-
flicting feelings about migrants. On the one hand we have received them; on the other, we have placed "No Irish
Need Apply" signs, interned Japanese Americans and discriminated against German immigrants. Time and again, ex-
clusion has been justified by fear, economic concerns or national security.

That same ambivalence persists today. Immigrants — who have shaped and strengthened this nation — are too often
seen as threats rather than neighbors. The current political climate, with its debates over hospitality, generosity and
human dignity, makes me sick to my stomach. Are we still the mighty woman with the torch, welcoming the tired and
poor?

As | pray and try to make sense of what is happening in the United States, two stories from the desert fathers offer
wisdom on what true hospitality looks like:

Some of the hermits once came to Joseph in Panephysis, to ask him if they should break their fast when
they received brothers as guests, to celebrate their coming. Before they asked their question, Joseph
said to them, 'Think about what | am going to do today.' He put two seats made of reeds tied in bun-
dles, one on his left and the other on his right, and said, 'Sit down.' Then he went into his cell and put
on rags; he came out, and walked past them, and then went in again and put on his ordinary clothes.
The visitors were astonished, and asked him what it meant. He said to them, 'Did you see what | did?"
They said, 'Yes.' He said, 'Did the rags change me for the better?' They said, 'No.' He said, 'Did good
clothes change me for the worse?' They said, 'No.' He said, 'So | am myself whether | wear good clothes
or rags. | was not changed for better or worse because | changed my clothes. That is how we ought to
be when we receive guests. It is written in the Holy Gospel, "Render unto Caesar the things that are
Caesar's, and unto God the things that are God's" (Matt. 22:21). When visitors come we should wel-
come them and celebrate with them. It is when we are by ourselves that we ought to be sorrowful.'

Abba Joseph is trying to tell us that when guests arrive, one should welcome them joyfully and not impose on them
our personal issues. The example he provides by changing clothes illustrates that external appearances should not
determine how we treat others.
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This is particularly relevant today as our nation debates over immigration and asylum-seekers. Many of our policies
and attitudes prioritize economic or security concerns over the dignity of migrants, refugees and other marginalized
communities — a direct contradiction to the values of a self-proclaimed Christian country. Abba Joseph is really
teaching us to not allow external markers — nationality, legal status, or socioeconomic position — to dictate our re-
sponse to others. Instead, he speaks about recognizing the Christ in them. He says that our response to others does
not change us, or in my own words, brownness is not a contagious disease.

The deeper message also speaks to the deep divide in American politics, where people often view others primarily
through the lens of their political leanings. Abba Joseph encourages us to look beyond external labels (Republican,
Democrat, conservative, liberal) and recognize we are one and the same. His reference to "render unto Caesar" could
serve as a reminder to differentiate between the political and the spiritual. It is important to remember that govern-
ment leaders are not above our moral and Christian obligation to love and care for others.

While Abba Joseph teaches us how we should welcome others, another story challenges the fear of scarcity that often
holds us back from generosity:

A hermit lived a common life with another brother, who was a man with a merciful heart. Once, in a time
of famine, people came to his door to take part in a love-feast, and he gave bread to everyone who came.
When his brother saw this, he said, 'Give me my share of the bread, and do what you like with your
share.' So, he divided the bread into two, and went on giving away his own share as usual. Crowds flocked
to the hermit, hearing that he gave to all comers. God, seeing what he did, blessed that bread. But the
brother who had taken his share, gave none away, and when he had eaten all his bread he said to the
other hermit, 'l've only got a bit of my bread left, abba; let me come back and live with you.' The hermit
said to him, 'Certainly, whatever you like.' So, they began to live together again and to have everything in
common. Again, they had plenty of food, and again the needy kept coming to receive a love-feast. One
day the brother happened to go in and he noticed that there was no bread left. A poor man came, asking
for alms. So, the hermit said to the brother, 'Give him some bread.' He said, 'There isn't any left, abba.'
The hermit said, 'Go and have a look for some.' The brother went in, and saw the bin full of loaves. He
was afraid at the sight, and took some and gave them to the poor man. He recognized the faith and good-
ness of the hermit, and glorified God.

The second story contrasts two brothers — one who gives generously and another who hoards his portion. Who does
this remind you of? The story shows how selflessness leads to divine recompense, while selfishness leads to scarcity.
This is so close to what we are living today, where wealth inequality, social safety nets, and public policies regarding
aid and welfare are at stake. The attitude of the brother who refused to share resembles the mentality of "America
first!" that is driving the dismantling of social programs: a fear that sharing resources will leave us without enough.
The story also suggests that generosity is not a loss but a path to greater provision, both spiritually and materially.

In a time when everything points to division, the wisdom of the desert fathers calls us to remember that as a nation of
immigrants, we lift our lamp, to welcome others as Christ himself with the light of radical generosity.

The saying also challenges modern individualism and the "pull yourself up by your bootstraps" mentality that is so
engrained in our country. We must understand, like the generous brother, that a community thrives when people
help each other.

Both stories address the temptation to retreat into self-preservation, whether it be in welcoming others or sharing
our material resources with those most in need. They call us to openness and trust in a time when our nation's lead-
ers promote walls that divide — both literally and figuratively. In a time when everything points to division, the wis-
dom of the desert fathers calls us to remember that as a nation of immigrants, we lift our lamp, to welcome others as
Christ himself with the light of radical generosity.
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\‘( Arthur T. Alcarez &
' Clare Alcarez
By Jennifer Smith

Bernard Brown Jr.
By Cynthia Brown

Nazzareno Campanelli
Jean and Richard Gonzales
By Richard Gonzales &

Linda Campanelli

Gabriel A. Castro
Rosalie T. Castro
Donald G. Castro
Raymond J. Castro
Richard W. Castro
Cass Wood
By Clarence and Dianna Stukes

Deceased members of the
Clifford and DiVincenzo Families

By John & Nikki Clifford

John and Anna Coleman
By Janet A. Coleman

Richard and Evelyn Coleman
By Joseph Coleman
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Pat and Godfrey Crowe
Wayne Caldwell
By the Caldwell Family

Margaret Curtin
Katherine Jackson
By Kevin & Alice Curtin

The Forczek and Boyle families
By Deborah Forczek

Casimera Ginivan
By Nancy McBride

Madeline Godfrey
By Carolyn Bonilla

The Harris and Murray Families
By Dan & Phoebe Murray

Grant 1. Hill, Jr.
Candy S. Hill
By Michael D. Hill

Henry James Holt
Henry J Holt, Sr.
Early Levert, Sr.
Jaamal Otis Brown
By the Holt, Levert, Brown,
Duckett, Madry Family

Christmas Flower Memorialecember 2025

Carl eton 0CCO
Jason T. Jenkins
James D. Jenkins, Sr.
Edna M. Jenkins
John P. Jenkins, Sr.
James D. Jenkins, Jr.

By Dianne Jenkins & Family

Oscar Johnson
By Mary Jo Johnson

Melita and Mladen Kabalin
Dolores and Thomas P. Leckey
Tucker Echols
By the Leckey Family

Mary J. and James Kearney
By the Kearney & Rein Families

Arleen Kelley
Gladys Graykowski
By John Graykowski &
Mary Kelley

Cecilia and Alexander Kostka
By their Children

By Emilia Lara,
hijos y nietos



Fr. Joe Nangle, OFM
Marilyn Laukaitis By the Parish

Mary Jean Jacobi

" By Brenda & Kimber Craine Elinor and Raymond Oates

) The Deceased Members of the Jack Lichman
LucreziBond Family By Jane Oates
By Lisa LucreziBond

John & Jane Pisano
The Makoba and Bill Holland
Tumaini Aloys Family By Paul Pisano
By Jenny Beth, Peter & Family
Louis and Dorothy Pugsley
José Marcillo John and Barbara Bartlett
By José Andres 'y By Beth Bartlett
Ximena Vilcahuaman
Noreen Quirk
George and Bette Mehalko Mary Kearney
By their children: Bunny, By Kearney & Rein Families
Kathy, Joan and Tom
Christopher Reilly
Chris Michaels Alex Martinez
By Jane Michaels By Pat Petrie &
Tom Wisnowski
Peter Francis Moore
By Veronica & Jeff Bartlett Veronica Sanchez

Jeanne and Ken

&

By the Atehortua Sanchez Family

Gerri NobleMartocci

Joseph P. Martocci, MD John, Kay and Sue Schaler
Helen C. Martocci Angie DiCenzo
Edith Mellino By Cindy, Barry & Brian,
Margaret and Santomartino with love

By the Martocci Family

s Mrsiirie e ot

Gomne e Mroris Lomores — G Neiorttos one oo,

12/12 Christmas Flower Memorialecember 2025

Bob and Karen Sowislo

Toni and Joachim Sowislo

Cory and Hank Kozyn

By the Kozyns
ObLeary
Spiritan Fathers

J Brhloe Hec#elt,eC&Spy
Michael Kanda, CSSp.
Thomas Jones, CSSp.
James White, CSSp.
Fr. Dave Ray, CSSp.
Fr. Jim Healy, CSSp.

Fr. Ed Kelly, CSSp.

Fr. Tom Tunny, CSSp.
Fr. Leonard Tuozzolo, CSSp.

By the Parish

Arnold & Julie Stewart
Richard & Joan Vidrine

By Amy Stewart

William and Helen Toth

By Michael Toth

Wal | ace,
Shields Families
By Gerry Wallace
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Dr. Malcolm B. Young

By C. Ann Young




