
Iglesia Católica Nuestra Señora Reina de la Paz 

23 de noviembre de 2025 

La Solemnidad de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo,  

Rey del Universo 

OLQP MISSION STATEMENT 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church is dedicated 
to witnessing the teachings of Jesus Christ, especially 
the Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 25:31-46. Our 
mission is to nurture the spirit and to encourage the 
potential of those we serve through liturgical celebra-
tion, educational endeavors and social ministries. The 
parish will continue to identify with its origin as a Black 
parish. As a multi-ethnic congregation we will seek to 
promote racial harmony and social justice. While our 
primary focus is within the immediate community, we 
will also work to provide for the well-being of the 
downtrodden everywhere. In this we strive for our 
parish community to be a caring, sharing, and loving 
family. 

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE CATHOLIC CHURCH  

November 23, 2025 

 

 THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE  

Welcome to OLQP Catholic Church! 
¡Bienvenidos a OLQP iglesia católica! 

 

Contact / Contacto: 
 2700 19th St S, Arlington VA  22204 
 703-979-5580, office@olqpva.org 
Office Hours  
Horas de oficina  
 Monday-Friday — 8:30am to 4:30pm 
 Lunes a viernes – 8:30am a 4:30pm 
 

Website / sitioweb:  
 www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org 
 

Live Stream Mass Schedule: 
Horario de Misas de transmisión en directo: 

November 22-23 6pm and 1pm in Spanish 

22-23 Noviembre 6pm  y 1pm en español 

 DECLARACIÓN DE MISIÓN DE OLQP 
La parroquia de la iglesia católica Nuestra Señora 
Reina de la Paz se dedica a dar testimonio de las 
enseñanzas de Jesucristo, especialmente el 
Evangelio de San Mateo, Capítulo 25:21-46. Nuestra 
misión es nutrir el espíritu y alentar el potencial de 
aquellos a quienes servimos a través de la 
celebración litúrgica, labores educativas y 
ministerios sociales. La parroquia continuará 
identificándose con su origen como una comunidad 
afro-americana, pero reflejando una congregación 
multi-étnica y continuará promoviendo la armonía 
racial y la justicia social. Si bien es cierto que 
nuestro enfoque principal es la vecindad 
comunitaria, continuaremos trabajando para 
proveer por el bienestar de los más necesitados en 
general. Es así como nos esforzamos para hacer de 
nuestra comunidad parroquial una familia que 
comparte y se preocupa por sus miembros. 

Masses / Misas: 
 Weekdays / Días laborables: 
  Mon-Fri. 12pm / lunes a viernes 12pm 

Weekend Mass Schedule / 
 Horario de Misas de fin de semana:  
  Saturday Vigil — 5:30pm 
  Misa de vigilia sábados - 5:30 pm  
  Sundays  — 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:15am, 
  1:00pm (Spanish) & 6:00pm (Young Adult) 
  Domingos — 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am, 
  1:00 pm (español) y 6:00 pm (Misa de  
  jóvenes adultos) 

“Amen, I say 

to you,  

today you  

will be with 

me in  

Paradise.”  

        Luke 23:43 

THIS WEEKEND’S SECOND COLLECTION: 
CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  

 
SEGUNDA COLECTA DE ESTE FIN DE SEMANA: 
CAMPAÑA PARA EL DESARROLLO HUMANO 

"Yo te  

aseguro que 

 hoy estarás 

conmigo en 

el paraíso".                                                                                 

Lucas 23,43 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 

Thursday, November 27, 10:00am 
 

Misa del Día de acción de gracias 
Jueves, 27 de noviembre, 10:00am 
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION / PREPARACIÓN SACRAMENTAL 

Baptism / Bautizo: 
 Please email Baptism Coordinator Mary Ann Suhocki, 
     baptism@olqpva.org. 
 Por favor mande un correo electrónico a la coordinadora de los  
     bautizos, Mary Ann Suhocki, baptism@olqpva.org.  
 

Marriage Preparation/ Preparación para el matrimonio: 
 Please contact the parish office at least six months before your 
 wedding date to complete requirements. 
 Por favor llame a la oficina de la parroquia seis meses antes  
 de su matrimonio para completar todos los requisitos. 
 

Reconciliation / Reconciliación—Confesión: 
Fr. Ray Hall Library 

Biblioteca Fr. Ray Hall 
Sat, 4:45-5:15 pm & by appointment. 

Los sábados: 4:45-5:15 pm, y por cita previa. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS / COLECTAS DEL DOMINGO 
Sunday Collections / Colectas del domingo: $5,044 

Retirement Fund for Religious /  
Fondo de Jubilación para Religiosas y Religiosos:  $4,901 

ParishSoft Giving - weekly avg.: $13,985 
 

Word & Eucharist Missalette/  
Misal Palabra y Eucaristía 

Today’s readings can be found on page 978 
Las lecturas de hoy se encuentran en la página 979 

 
 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE / PLAZO PARA EL BOLETÍN  
Wednesday 9am — office@olqpva.org 

 

THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

LA SOLEMNIDAD DE NUESTRO SEÑOR JESUCRISTO,  
REY DEL UNIVERSO 

2 Samuel 5:1-3 (160C); Colossians 1:12-20; Luke 23:35-43 
 2 Samuel 5,1-3 (160C); Colosenses 1,12-20; Lucas 23,35-43 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
PRIMER DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO 

Isaiah 2:1-5 (3A); Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:37-44 
Isaías 2,1-5 (3A); Romanos 13,11-14; Mateo 24,37-44 

 

MASS INTENTIONS, NOVEMBER 22-28 
THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
INTENCIONES DE LAS MISAS, 22-28 NOVIEMBRE 

LA SOLEMNIDAD DE NUESTRO SEÑOR JESUCRISTO,  
REY DEL UNIVERSO 

Saturday, November 22nd 
5:30 pm Padre José Nangle, OFM (D) by the Mendez family 

Sunday, November 23rd 
8:00 am John Clifford (D) by John & Nikki Clifford 

9:30 am Ruby Donatto & Gregory Donatto (D) by the Minkisi Ministry 
11:15 am Christopher Arambulo Solomon (D)  

by Judith Francia-Reyes & family 
1:00 pm Juvencio Vilcahuaman Gabriel (Anniversary) (D)  

by Liliana Vilcahuaman & family 
6:00 pm Mark Shoup (L) by the Hilla family 

Monday, November 24th 
12:00 pm Kristine Campbell (D) by Francesca "Fran" Kearney 

Tuesday, November 25th 
12:00 pm Henry H. Francia (D) by Judith Francia-Reyes 

Wednesday, November 26th 
12:00 pm Henry J. Hunt (D) by Judith Francia-Reyes 

Thursday, November 27th 
10:00 am - Thanksgiving Mass 

Friday, November 28th 
12:00 pm Joanna Hargrove (Birthday) (L) by Emma Grayeb 

OUR  SICK  AND  HOMEBOUND  STRENGTHEN  US / 
NUESTROS ENFERMOS Y CONFINADOS NOS FORTALECEN 

PLEASE PRAY FOR / POR FAVOR OREMOS POR:  Christiana Achebe, 
Suri Barahona, Grace Bialecki, Cindy Bianga, Francis Bilgera, Joseph 
Leopold Bissonnette, Precious Bowens, April Brassard, Dave Brassard, 
Evie Brown, Lynne Burgh, Chris Bruns, Mary Callow, Brody Carroll, 

Antonio Fernandez Castillo, Louise Chambers, Fred Clarke, Carmen 
Rosa Claure, Chris Comer, Jeff Cory, Adele Crump, Mary DaLuca, Cheryl 
Darby, Donna Davis, Jim Davis, Adrienne DiCerbo, Calista Downey, Tim 
Felker, Elizabeth (Bunny) Foster, Yevette Francois,  Anne Fullerton, 
Joseph Funk, Iva Futrell, Trishann Ganley, Francine Gemmill, Fred 
Gladbach, Jo Marie Griesgraber, Melanie Guitreaux, Joe Harrington, 
Harris Family, Linda Hawkins, Clare Hayden, Dee Hickey, Pamela Hoeft, 
Jan Hyland, Patrick Hynes, Pat Johnson, Sharon Jourdan, William Kahl, 
Gus Karns, Ruth Klarman, Carmen Andrea Lara, Alexa LaRue, Patrick 
Lawrey, John Lawyer, Lidia Montero Lopez, Olga MacKenzie, Wil 
McBride, Stefan McGuigan, Martha Gladys Medina, Maria Magdalena 
Medrano de Ventura, Eileen Melia, Frances Mierzwa, Arthur Miller, 
Mary Miller, Betty Mills, Yvonne Mockler, Carmen Montijo, Dorothy 
Moran, Rosemary Morrisey, Luis R. Muñoz, Zoe A. Muñoz, Chelsea 
Murray, Connie Murray, Paul Murray, Dorothy Myrtle, Mario Amel 
Najarro,  Karen Newman, Stephen Nutter, Julie O’Brien, Peggy O’Brien, 
Patrick Ogden, Carol Pacello, Roy Paco, Neil Parent, Catherine Parr, 
Mary Pasquarella, Mark Pazich, Minnie Pazich, Hazel Pulliam, Paul 
Ramirez, Santos Ramirez, Jacob and Jaxson Rivera, Maritza Roldan, 
Marco Cristiaan Rufolo-Roger, Josefina Salgado, Carolyn Santos, Jane 
Shepard, Donna Smith, Jeffrey Smith, Mary E. Smith, Lora Smolenski, 
Suzie Snedgen Warner, Eva Souza, Grace Starbird, George Stewart, 
Michael Arthur Sweat, Nancy Urquizo, Alma Reyes Valentin, Carina 
Vaquez, Robin Vogel, Robert & Maureen Wallace, Jim Webster, Al 
Williams, Kate Witkowski, Lauren Wolfe, Mary Woods  

A Consistent Ethic of Life Catholic Community 

OLQP PARISH STAFF / PERSONAL DE LA PARROQUIA  
Pastor / Párroco:  Fr. Tim Hickey, CSSp, thickey@olqpva.org 

Parochial Vicar / Párroco Asociado:  Fr. Martin Vu, CSSp, 

 mvu@olqpva.org 

Parochial Vicar / Párroco Asociado:  Fr. Pontien Kenfack, CSSp, 

 pkenfack@olqpva.org 

Deacon / Diácono:  Dcn. Tony Remedios, tremedios@olqpva.org 
 
 

Parish Office / Oficina parroquial 

Business Manager / Gerente de Negocios:  Christina Kozyn, 

 ckozyn@olqpva.org 
Social Justice & Outreach Minister / Ministro de Justicia Social y  

Acercamiento (bilingüe):  Sally Díaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olqpva.org 
Youth & Young Adult Minister / Ministro de Adolescentes y Jóvenes Adul-

tos:   Rebecca Grant Jenkins, rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org 
Faith Formation Director / Director de Formación de Fe (bilingϋe):  

 Cecilia López Oetgen, clopez@olqpva.org 

 Faith Formation  Assistant:  Carly Onopa, conopa@olqpva.org 

Office Manager (bilingϋe):  Ligia Loza, lloza@olqpva.org 
Administrative Support:   

 Jeannette Gantz Daly, jgantzdaly@olqpva.org 

    Mike Leahy, mleahy@olqpva.org 
Maintenance Department Support (bilingϋe):   

 Mel Cabrera, mlvncabrera@gmail.com 

 Michael Hill, mgdvet53155@yahoo.com 

 Zulema Ramallo and Henry Nguyen 
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JUST A THOUGHT...or two…  
 

As our scriptures speak to the end of times, it can be scary 

or cause us to be fearful, but that is not the goal of the 

readings.  The goal is always to point to God being in 

power, even when we cannot see it or understand how He 

is guiding the world.  

I have always been a bit taken aback by the Gospel that we 

hear on this feast day of Sovereignty of Christ of the 

Universe…we encounter Christ on the cross…a crucified 

Sovereign of the Universe! 

For years we referred to this as the “Feast of Christ the 

King” but it was and is a “Solemnity” making it holier, or 

more important than “just” a feast day, like say the feast 

day of any number of saints.   And what used to be the 

feast of Christ the King has become the Solemnity of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe!  Taking on a much 

more cosmic nature and referring to the role of Christ in 

the creation of all things, seen and unseen. 

Given the current state of our national politics as well as 

the state of politics around the globe we may be filled with 

anxiety and fear, not sure what to do or where to turn. It 

seems like the far-right factions are gaining power in an 

ever-growing number of countries around the world, as 

well as here in the United States.  Our sisters and brothers 

of color, Muslims, immigrants, refuges and women and 

many others all feel vulnerable and at risk in this 

environment of racist, misogynistic and bigoted violence 

and rhetoric aimed at holding them down and keeping 

them from their rightful place in society. 

 

We are called to reach out to and to raise up all those who 

feel threatened. It is our Baptismal call. Just as Jesus went 

to the margins, so too we must guard the most vulnerable 

in every way we can. We need to make known our stance 

and we need to do so bravely and peaceably. Whether we 

do this through public protest, through advocacy, through 

legal actions, through prayer or through personal reaching 

out to those who are being targeted, we must, each one of 

us, as disciples of Christ, find ways to stand up and against 

all forms of racism, bigotry, xenophobia and misogyny.  

Today we celebrate Jesus Christ as the Sovereign of the 

Universe. So let us not despair, let us recall that regardless 

of how corrupt the world around us is, how many nations 

are at war or threatening war, Christ is at work in the 

world…and that Christ works in and through US! Let us take 

his earthly life as the model for our lives and follow his 

command to build up the Reign of God by loving and 

protecting all of our sisters and brothers, as well as the 

earth itself!  

Filled with the Holy Spirit what concrete actions can I take 

this week to show my support for all those who are feeling 

fearful and vulnerable? What movement or organization 

can I join with to fight against racism, bigotry, misogyny and 

xenophobia? How will I live my discipleship of Jesus Christ, 

Sovereign of the Universe, this week?  What words will I 

speak? What actions will I take to resist and stand against 

the chaos and hatred that swirls around us, knowing that 

the Holy Spirit dwells within me, strengthening me and 

guiding me in the struggle for true equity, justice and peace 

for all?  

Fr. Tim 

E-GIVING PEW STICKERS TAKE YOU TO  
ParishSOFT GIVING 

The e-giving stickers on the backside of the pews will take 
you to the new online giving portal: ParishSOFT Giving.  If 
you have an established account, click on sign in.  If you are 
making a one-time gift use “give now,” enter the donation 
amount and click on one-time gift then make your fund 
selection (Sunday Collection, Food Pantry, General 
Donation, etc.) and continue to complete the form. 
If you are having problems accessing your account 
(formerly Faith Direct), please contact donor support: 866-
930-4774 option 6 or  donorsupport@parishsoft.com.   
Remember to use the email address you originally used 
when you created the account with Faith 
Direct.  ParishSOFT Giving: https://giving.parishsoft.com/
App/Giving/FD-271 

LAS PEGATINAS DE E-GIVING LE LLEVAN A  
ParishSOFT GIVING 

Las pegatinas de e-giving en la parte de atrás de las bancas le 
llevarán al nuevo portal de donaciones en línea: ParishSOFT 
Giving. Si tiene una cuenta establecida, haga clic en sign in. Si 
hace una donación única, use “give now,” ponga la cantidad de 
la donación y haga clic en “one time gift” y entonces 
selecciones su fondo (Sunday Collection, Food Pantry, General 
Donation, etc.) y continúe para completar el formulario.  
Si tiene problemas accediendo a su cuenta (anteriormente 
Faith Direct), por favor contacte apoyo para donantes; 866-930
-4774 opción 6 o donorsupport@parishsoft.com.  
Recuerde usar la dirección de correo electrónico que usó 
originalmente cuando creó la cuenta con Faith Direct. 
ParishSOFT Giving: https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/
FD-271 

mailto:donorsupport@parishsoft.com
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-271
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-271
mailto:donorsupport@parishsoft.com
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-271
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-271
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YOUTH MINISTRY: 
No Teen Nite on Sunday, November 30th due to the 
holiday.  Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY: 
Join The TAU Young Adult Ministry for its annual 
Advent Morning of Reflection on Saturday, December 
6th in Casa Guadalupe. The morning will begin with 
breakfast at 8:00am, then program at 9:00am This parish-
wide event will be a walk through Advent with John the 
Baptist, Mary, and Joseph led my Sister Liz Sjoberg of the 
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul. Sister Liz is the 
Vocational Director for the Sisters of Charity and co-hosts 
the "In the Company of Charity" podcast on the Spotify 
and Apple platforms. To reserve your spot, please email 
Rebecca Grant Jenkins, rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org. 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY: 
OLQP 80th Anniversary Christmas Ornaments will be 
available for purchase by pre-order after the Masses 
November 22nd - December 14, while supplies last. The 
double-sided acrylic ornaments, with English and Spanish, 
are $12 each. When pre-ordering through our ParishSoft 
Giving page, choose Christmas Ornament in the drop-
down box. Proceeds go to the Youth & Young Adult 
World Youth Day 2027 pilgrimage. See flyers in the 
back of the church for pictures of the ornament. To pre
-order, go to: https://tinyurl.com/OLQPOrnament or 
scan the QR code: 

 
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS, 16-35, there will be a World 
Youth Day 2027 information meeting, December 2nd, at 
7pm in the Founder’s Room. Youth & Young Adults 16-35 
are the focus of this Diocesan pilgrimage to Asia. This 
meeting is just informational, no commitment is required. 
Contact Rebecca Grant Jenkins for details, 
rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org.  

 
 
 

 

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DONATED SOCKS! 
Our Sockober event was a great success.  We collected 
over 1,300 pairs of gently used and new socks.  The Feast 
on the Streets Ministry and our unhoused brothers and 
sisters are very grateful.  

 
JOIN FR. PONTIEN ON A CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGE 

Fatima, Lourdes, Zaragoza, Madrid 
Fr. Pontien will lead a nine-day Marian Shrines pilgrimage 
to Portugal, France and Spain.  The guided tour will be in 
English. Cost is $3,900 for double occupancy and includes 
flight, hotel, motorcoach travel, breakfast and dinner.  
Those interested in single occupancy are encouraged to 
register early to guarantee space. (Cost does not include 
lunch, beverages at dinner, optional travel insurance or 
tips.)  A no-obligation information meeting is scheduled 
for November 10 at 7pm in the Founder’s Room.  
Use this link for online registration:  
https://www.unitours.com/OnlineBooking.aspx?
url=UAB1110DO 
Use this link for pilgrimage details and to submit paper 
registration directly to Fr. Pontien: 
https://bit.ly/KenfackMarianShrines 
Brochures in both English and Spanish are available at the 
back of church this weekend. 

MINISTERIO DE ADOLESCENTES: 
No vamos a tener la Noche para adolescentes el domingo, 30 de 
noviembre debido al día festivo. ¡Feliz Día de acción de gracias! 

 
 

MINISTERIO DE JÓVENES ADULTOS: 
Únete al Ministerio TAU de jóvenes adultos para su Mañana de 
Reflexión de Adviento anual el sábado, 6 de diciembre en Casa 
Guadalupe. La mañana va a empezar con un desayuno a las 
8:00am, y el programa a las 9:00am. Este evento parroquial va a 
ser un recorrido por el  
Adviento con Juan Bautista, María y José. La hermana Liz Sjoberg 
de las Hermanas de la Caridad de San Vicente de Paul va a dirigir el 
evento. La Hermana Liz es la directora de vocaciones de las 
Hermanas de la Caridad y co-patrocina el podcast “In the Company 
of Charity” en las plataformas Spotify y Apple. Para reservar tu 
lugar, por favor envíale un correo electrónico a Rebecca Grant 
Jenkins, rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org. 

 
 

MINISTERIO DE ADOLESCENTES: 
Los adornos navideños en OLQP celebran su 80 aniversario y van 
a estar disponibles para la compra por adelantado después de las 
Misas del 22 de noviembre al 14 de diciembre hasta que se 
agoten. Los ornamentos acrílicos, de doble cara, con inglés y 
español, cuestan $12 cada uno. Cuando ordene por anticipado por 
la página ParishSoft, escoja Christmas Ornament en el cuadro de 

lista desplegable. Lo que se recaude va a apoyar la 
peregrinación del Día mundial de la juventud y jóvenes adultos 
2027. Vea los volantes en la parte trasera de la iglesia para ver 
fotos de los ornamentos. Para ordenar por anticipado, vaya 
a: https://tinyurl.com/OLQPOrnament o escanee el código QR. 

 

 

ADOLESCENTES Y JÓVENES ADULTOS, de 16 a 35 años, vamos 
a tener una reunión informativa el 2 de diciembre, a las 7pm en el 
Founders Room. Los adolescentes y los jóvenes adultos de 16 a 35 
años son el enfoque de esta peregrinación diocesana a Asia y no se 
requiere que se comprometan. Contacta a Rebecca Grant Jenkins 
para obtener detalles, rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org. 

 
¡MUCHAS GRACIAS A TODAS LAS PERSONAS QUE 

DONARON MEDIAS! 
Nuestro evento Sockober fue un gran éxito. Recogimos 1,300 pares 
de medias nuevas y de poco uso. El ministerio de la Fiesta en las 
calles y nuestras hermanas y hermanos que no tienen hogar están 
muy agradecidos. 

 

ÚNASE AL PADRE PONTIEN PARA UNA  
PEREGRINACIÓN CATÓLICA 

Fátima, Lourdes, Zaragoza, Madrid 
Del 10 al 18 de noviembre 2026 el Padre Pontien va a ser el guía de 
una peregrinación mariana de nueve días a Portugal, Francia y 
España. La excursión guiada va a ser en inglés. El costo es de 
$3,900 por habitación doble e incluye el vuelo, hotel, viajes por 
autocar, desayuno y cena. Las personas interesadas en una 
habitación sencilla deben inscribirse pronto para garantizar la 
disponibilidad. (El costo no incluye el almuerzo, bebidas en la cena, 
viajes opcionales o propinas.)  Se ha planeado tener una reunión 
sin compromiso para el 10 de noviembre a las 7 pm en el 
Founder’s Room. 
Use este enlace para inscribirse en línea:  
https://www.unitours.com/OnlineBooking.aspx?url=UAB1110DO 
Use este enlace para obtener detalles de la peregrinación y para 
someter los papeles para la inscripción directamente al Padre 
Pontien: https://biy/KenfackMarianShrines 
Hay folletos disponibles en inglés y español en la parte de atrás de 
la iglesia este fin de semana. 

Una comunidad católica con una ética consistente con la vida 

mailto:rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org
https://tinyurl.com/OLQPOrnament
mailto:rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org
https://www.unitours.com/OnlineBooking.aspx?url=UAB1110DO
https://www.unitours.com/OnlineBooking.aspx?url=UAB1110DO
https://bit.ly/KenfackMarianShrines
mailto:rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org
https://tinyurl.com/OLQPOrnament
mailto:rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org
https://www.unitours.com/OnlineBooking.aspx?url=UAB1110DO
https://biy/KenfackMarianShrines
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USTED COMPRA, NOSOTROS FREÍMOS —  
COMPAÑERISMO CON PESCADO FRITO 

Únase a nosotros el viernes, 12 de diciembre a las 6:00pm en Fr. Ray 
Hall para disfrutar del pescado, los camarones o cena de combinación 
con papas fritas y ensalada de col del Padre Martin. $15.00 por orden. 
Lo recaudado va a apoyar el campamento de trabajo (Work Camp) y 
viajes de peregrinación de los ministerios de adolescentes y jóvenes 
adultos. ¡Por favor vea los volantes en la parte trasera de la iglesia 
para hacer su pedido hoy! Para obtener más detalles, contacte a 
Rebecca Grant Jenkins, directora de los ministerios para adolescentes 
y jóvenes adultos, rgranjenkins@olqpva.org. 

 
MATEO 25 
• Gracias por ayudarnos a reducir nuestro inventario de 

donaciones. Estamos aceptando donaciones otra vez y 
necesitamos abrigos para hombres y ropa para niñas de poco uso. 

• Mateo 25 también está buscando a personas para ayudar con EL 
ALMACENAMIENTO. Si usted puede levantar 20 lbs y está 
disponible para venir durante la semana (lunes a jueves) de 9am a 
12 del mediodía, podemos usar su ayuda. Ofrézcase de voluntaria 
o voluntario los días que son mejores para usted. No tiene que 
apuntarse los 4 días – uno sería genial. ¿Está interesada o 
interesado? Por favor contacte a Sally Díaz-Wells, 
sdiazwells@olqpva.org    

 
FIESTA DE BINGO, GRACIAS – Muchas gracias a tantas personas 
que vinieron a jugar Bingo el sábado pasado. Fue una oportunidad 
para divertirse, disfrutar de una buena cena y aprender acerca de 
TEACH. Fue posible debido a una asociación entre St. Mary of Sorrows 
y OLQP. Les agradecemos su apoyo por la educación de niñas y niños 
en Guatemala. Más detalles sobre TEACH en www.teacham.org  

 
MES NACIONAL DE LA ADOPCIÓN – “Usted no tiene que ser 
perfecta o perfecto para ser una madre o un padre perfecto”. Ese es el 
mensaje que Adopt Us Kids trata de comunicar sobre como convertirse 
en una familia adoptiva o tutelar. Las niñas y los niños en el cuidado 
tutelar no necesitan perfección sino el compromiso y el amor que una 
familia adoptiva permanente puede proveer. Si esto le parece algo que 
usted puede hacer, aprenda más en www.adoptuskids.org, o únase al 
ministerio de Creando familias para siempre en nuestra reunión anual 
de Navidad el 7 de diciembre. Para obtener detalles, contacte a 
Rebecca.E.Carpenter@gmail.com o DebralphOLQP@gmail.com. 

 
¡LA CAMPAÑA NAVIDEÑA PARA HAITÍ  

EMPIEZA ESTE FIN DE SEMANA! 
La campaña ayuda a apoyar la educación de unos 2,400 estudiantes en 
cinco escuelas elementales y una secundaria. También paga los 
sueldos de 130 maestras, maestros y del personal, apoya el programa 
agroforestal con 1,400 participantes que sembraron 78,000 semillero 
de árboles en la primera mitad del 2025, mientras que se ganaban 
artículos que les ayuda a aumentar sus cosechas y sus ingresos. 
Aquí ve como marcar una diferencia para nuestra parroquia hermana: 
1. Done en línea en: 

 https://www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/haiti-ministry.html  
2. Escriba un cheque a nombre de OLQP con “Haití” en la línea del 
asunto y mándelo por correo a la parroquia o ponga su donación en la 
caja para Haití en la mesa en la entrada de la iglesia.  Tarjetas impresas 
y electrónicas están disponibles para el programa de la Campaña 
navideña para Haití de regalo alternativo. Tome una tarjeta impresa en 
la mesa de autoservicio en la entrada de la iglesia. Descargue tarjetas 
electrónicas del sitio web de la parroquia. Gracias por su cariño y 
apoyo por nuestra familia de Medor. 

YOU BUY, WE FRY FELLOWSHIP FISH FRY 
Join us Friday, December 12th at 6:00pm in Father Ray 
Hall for Fr. Martin's fish, shrimp, or combo dinner with 
fries and coleslaw.  $15.00 per order. Proceeds go to 
support the Youth & Young Adult Ministries work camp 
mission and pilgrimage trips. Please see the flyers at the 
back of church to place your order, today!  Or for more 
details, contact Rebecca Grant Jenkins, Director of Youth 
& Young Adult Ministries, rgranjenkins@olqpva.org. 

 
MATTHEW 25  
• Thank you for helping us reduce our donation 

inventory.  We are accepting donations once again, 
and need new and gently used men’s coats and girls’ 
clothing. 

• Also, Matthew 25 is looking for STORAGE 
HELPERS.  If you can lift 20 lbs and are available to 
come during the week (Monday – Thursday) from 
9am until 12noon, we can use your help.  Volunteer 
on the day/days that work best for you -- you do not 
have to sign up for all four days, just one would be 
great.  Interested?  Please contact Sally Diaz-Wells, 
sdiazwells@olqpva.org    

 
BINGO PARTY THANK YOU – Many thanks to so many 
of you who came to play Bingo last Saturday. It was a 
chance to have fun, to enjoy a good meal, and to learn 
about TEACH. It was possible because of a partnership 
between St. Mary of Sorrows and OLQP. We are grateful 
for your support in educating children in Guatemala. 
More about TEACH at www.teacham.org.  

 
NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH – “You don’t have to 
be perfect to be a perfect parent.”  That’s the message 
that Adopt US Kids tries to convey about becoming an 
adoptive or foster family.  Kids in foster care don’t need 
perfection; they need the commitment and love a 
permanent adoptive family can provide. If this sounds like 
something you could do, learn more at 
www.adoptuskids.org, or join the Building Forever 
Families ministry at our annual Christmas gathering on 
12/7. For details, contact 
Rebecca.E.Carpenter@gmail.com or 
DebralphOLQP@gmail.com. 

 
HAITI CHRISTMAS DRIVE STARTS THIS WEEKEND! 

The Drive helps support the education of some 2,400 
students at five primary schools and one secondary 
school; pays the salaries of 130 school teachers and staff; 
supports an agroforestry program with 1,400 participants 
who planted 78,000 tree seedlings in the first half of 2025, 
while earning items that help them increase their harvests 
and incomes.  
Here is how you can make a difference for our twin parish: 
1.  Donate online at:  
https://www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/haiti-
ministry.html  
2.  Write a check made out to OLQP with "Haiti" on the 
memo line and mail it to the parish office, or place your 
donation in the Haiti box on the table at the church entry.  
Both printed and electronic cards are available for 
the Haiti Christmas Card Alternative Gift Program.  Pick up 
printed cards at the self-serve table at the church 
entry. Download electronic card from the parish website. 
Thank you for your love and support for our Medor family. 
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REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES: 
The Book of Life 

The month of November is traditionally a time of 
remembering and giving thanks for the many blessings 
God has given us in our lives. In this light, we call 
attention to the Book of Life in our sanctuary.  We invite 
anyone who has experienced a loss this past year to add 
the name of that person to our Book of Life at the end of 
Mass. This will be a continual reminder to us year round 
of those who have gone before us marked with the sign 
of the faith and the need to reach out to those who have 
suffered a recent loss. 

 
2025 SHOEBOX PROJECT 

The annual Shoebox Project will take place on 
Sunday, December 14. This wonderful initiative helps 
us share warmth and care with our unhoused sisters 
and brothers during the holiday season. This year, we 
are implementing an extended donation drop-off 
window from December 1–13. Some suggested donations 
are: travel size toiletries, socks, hats, gloves, etc. A 
comprehensive list of items and volunteers' signs up will 
be published in the following weeks. Please clearly label 
all donations “Shoebox Project.” Kindly do not send or 
drop off donations before December 1, as we will not 
have space for storage. If you have any questions please 
contact Monica Rivera at (787-603-6654), 
monicariver@gmail.com. 
Thank you for helping us spread kindness and compassion 
this season. ❤️  

 
CHILDREN'S BOOKS NEEDED 

The Food Pantry is seeking donations of children's new 
and gently used books (nursery rhymes, ABC's, early 
readers, children's education, etc.) for preschoolers 
through early grade levels. Books in both English and 
Spanish are welcome. Please leave clearly marked 
donations in the back of the church during your weekend 
masses, deliver to the ministry center, or leave in the 
Matthew 25 donation bin (which will be available after 
Thanksgiving). These books bring smiles of delight to 
children accompanying their parents to the Food Pantry! 

 
HELP THE FOOD PANTRY INCREASE ITS BUDGET 

Giant Food Market at 2901-11 South Glebe Road, 
Arlington announced that OLQP’s Food Pantry has been 
selected again as a nonprofit partner in the Giant Food 
Community Bag Program. Our Food Pantry will receive $1 
for each $2.75 reusable Community Bag sold during the 
month of November 2025.  Help the food pantry by 
purchasing recyclable food bags when you shop at Giant 
on South Glebe Road.  Thank you.  

 
DIOCESAN WEEK OF SERVICE -- Thank you to all who 
participated and to our ministries. We were able to 
gather some needed supplies, and spotlight some of our 
ministries and help parishioners learn about the good 
work that they do.  If you would like to learn more about 
parish outreach ministries and how you can help, please 
contact Sally Diaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olqpva.org. 

RECORDANDO A NUESTROS SERES QUERIDOS: 
El Libro de la vida 

Tradicionalmente, el mes de noviembre es cuando recordamos y 
damos gracias por las muchas bendiciones que Dios nos ha dado 
en nuestras vidas. Por eso, destacamos el Libro de la vida en 
nuestro santuario. Invitamos a cualquier persona que ha sufrido 
la pérdida de un ser querido este último año a que añada el 
nombre de esa persona en el Libro de la vida después de la Misa. 
Este libro será un recordatorio constante para nosotros durante 
todo el año de las personas que han fallecido marcadas con la 
señal de nuestra fe y de la necesidad de ofrecerles apoyo a 
quienes han sufrido una pérdida reciente. 

 
2025 PROYECTO DE LAS CAJAS DE ZAPATOS 

El Proyecto anual de las cajas de zapatos va a ser el domingo, 14 
de diciembre. Esta iniciativa maravillosa nos ayuda, durante la 
temporada festiva, a compartir la calidez y el cuidado con 
nuestras hermanas y hermanos que no tienen hogar. Este año 
vamos a implementar una ventana de donación ampliada del 

1ro al 13 de diciembre. Algunas sugerencias para donaciones son: 
artículos de tocador de viajes, medias, gorros, guantes, etc. Vamos 
a publicar una lista más completa durante las próximas semanas. 
Por favor, marque claramente todas las donaciones con “Shoebox 
Project” y no las mande o traiga antes del 1ro de diciembre 
porque no tendremos espacio para guardarlas. Si tiene preguntas 
por favor contacte a Mónica Rivera (787-603-6654), 
monicariver@gmail.com. 
Gracias por ayudarnos a difundir la bondad y la compasión esta 
temporada. ❤️  
 

 

SE NECESITAN LIBROS PARA NIÑAS Y NIÑOS 
La Despensa de alimentos busca donaciones de libros para niñas y 
niños, nuevos y de poco uso (canciones infantiles, ABC, libros de 
lectura para principiantes, educación infantil, etc.) para 
prescolares hasta niveles de primeros grados. Se aprecian libros 
en inglés y en español. Por favor deje donaciones bien 
identificadas en la parte trasera de la iglesia durante las Misas de 
los fines de semana,llévelos al Ministry Center o déjelos en el 
contenedor de Mateo 25 (va a estar disponible después del Día de 
acción de gracias). ¡Estos libros les dan mucha alegría a las niñas y 
niños que acompañan a sus padres cuando van a la Despensa de 
alimentos!   
 

AYUDE A QUE LA DESPENSA DE ALIMENTOS 
 AUMENTE SU PRESUPUESTO 

El supermercado Giant Food en 2901-11 South Glebe Road, 
Arlington anunció que la Despensa de alimentos de OLQP ha sido 
seleccionada otra vez como un socio sin fines de lucro en el Giant 
Food Community Bag Program. Nuestra Despensa de alimentos va 
a recibir $1 por cada Community Bag reutilizable que se venda por 
$2.75 durante el mes de noviembre 2025. Ayude a la Despensa de 
alimentos comprando bolsas reciclables cuando vaya de compras 
al Giant en South Glebe Road. Gracias. 
 

SEMANA DIOCESANA DE SERVICIO – Gracias a todas las 
personas que participaron y a nuestros ministerios. Pudimos 
reunir algunos suministros necesarios y resaltar algunos de 
nuestros ministerios y ayudar a feligreses a saber más del buen 
trabajo que hacen. Si quisiera aprender más sobre los ministerios 
de extensión y como usted puede ayudar, por favor contacte a 
Sally Díaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olqpva.org. 
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Programs that are open to the entire community, but offered in English only. 
 

Programas que le dan la bienvenida a toda la comunidad, pero que solo se ofrecen en inglés. 

OLQP LIBRARY REQUEST 
As we approach the Advent season, if you have any Advent 
resources at home that you no longer use or that the kids have 
outgrown, please consider donating them to the OLQP Library. 
Your contributions will make these resources available for 
others to use and enjoy during this special time of 
year.  Donations can be left in the Library or at the Parish 
Office. Thank you so much for your consideration and support! 

CARE FOR CREATION MEETING 
No need to leave the comfort of your home! The OLQP 
Integrity of Creation Team will meet via Zoom for our monthly 
meeting on December 1 at 7PM. You are welcome to join us 
and help our parish care for our common home. For more 
information and for the Zoom link, please 
email michellem.knight@gmail.com  

ECO-TIP from the Integrity of Creation Team:  As we celebrate the bounty of Thanksgiving, be sure to avoid food waste. 
That starts with purchasing quantities wisely, (maybe even simplifying the menu), sending surplus food home with guests, 
and planning creative meals with leftovers. Give thanks to God, enjoy time with family and friends. Happy Thanksgiving! 
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This weekend’s 2nd Collection:  Catholic Campaign for Human Development —  

Working on the Margins 
 

 

Please give generously.   Www.usccb.org/cchd * www.povertyusa.org 
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Celebre una Navidad Cuidado de la creación  

ENTREGA DE REGALOS 

1. Regalar experiencias: entradas para conciertos o eventos 

deportivos, tarjetas de regalo para restaurantes, membresías 

para museos, tarjetas de regalo para un servicio (cuidado de 

bebés, un masaje, etc.) 

2. Donar a una caridad favorita (vean un futuro boletín para 

nuestro programa de Haití) 

3. Que todos los miembros de la familia compartan historias 

que son importantes para la familia, o en persona, en una 

llamada por video o escritas y compartidas electrónicamente 

4. Comestibles caseros 

5. Cuando compre artículos: 

a. Evite comprar de tiendas grandes en línea (a las 

personas que trabajan allí se les trata mal y hay altas 
emisiones de carbono)Compre artículos únicos en 
tiendas de segunda mano 

b. Encuentre artículos hechos de y/o empaquetados en 

materiales reciclados 

c. Compre cosas orgánicas cuando sea apropiado 

d. Compre comercio justo/fabricado por el sindicato/

hecho en los EE.UU. – es más posible que las 
personas que trabajan son compensadas de manera 
justa con protecciones. Artículos hechos en los 
EE.UU. generalmente significa una reducción de las 
emisiones de carbono en el transporte 

e. Compre regalos de fabricación local en ferias y tiendas 

de artesanía     

 

DECORACIONES 

 Compre un árbol de Navidad natural y siémbrelo en su 

jardín  

 Si compra un árbol cortado, considere un árbol orgánico 

(corte el suyo en Oak Shade Christmas Tree Farm) 

 Use luces LED y recicle las luces viejas (el mercado 

orgánico MOMs las acepta) 

 Use velas de cera de abejas (velas de parafina tienen 

petróleo) 

 Use materiales naturales 

 Después de la Navidad, haga abono de su árbol   

 

 

DONDE COMPRAR PRODUCTOS DE COMERCIO JUSTO 

 Ten Thousand Villages, Alexandria 

 Trade Roots, Arlington 

 En línea: busque “fair trade” y fíjese que tenga 

certificación 

ENVOLTURA DE REGALOS 

 Use bufandas o tela (que forme parte del regalo: 

servilletas de tela, toallas de cocina, delantales, fundas) 

 Use bolsas o envases hechos de lata reutilizables 

 Use calendarios viejos, periódicos (¡la sección 

de los muñequitos!), mapas, carteles 

 Decore bolsas de papel de mercado con 

marcadores 

 Reutilice papel, cinta y lazos viejos 

 No use brillo, láminas o cosas metálicas    

 

 

COMIDA Y ENTRETENIMIENTO 

Para reducir su impacto en el planeta, sirva menos carne y 

productos lácteos y más frutas y vegetales cosechados 

localmente. Compre productos orgánicos. 

Evite desperdiciar comida preparando la cantidad apropiada, 

dele sobras en contendores reutilizables a sus personas 

invitadas y/o coma/congele la comida que sobre. 

Use sus platos y cubiertos en vez de productos desechables. 

Si necesita más de los que tiene, compre algunas cosas en 

una tienda de segunda mano para tener una mesa ecléctica. 

Artículos para abono son una opción, pero asegúrese de que 

son artículos certificados y que usted tiene acceso a 

operaciones comerciales de compostaje.  

 

 

TARJETAS DE NAVIDAD 

Si usted sigue mandando tarjetas de 

papel, asegúrese de que sean de papel 

reciclable. Recicle todas las tarjetas que 

reciba, en la medida de lo posible. 

Algunas tarjetas no se pueden reciclar si 

usan papel de aluminio, brillo y/o plástico. 

También, recicle las tarjetas del año 

pasado como etiquetas de regalos.  

 

 

ESPIRITUALIDAD 

Acuérdese de reflexionar sobre las maravillas de la creación 

de Dios que son los dones que Dios nos da en esta y cada 

temporada. Ore para que estos dones de la creación se 

compartan con el pueblo de Dios por todo el mundo. 

 

del Equipo de la integridad de la creación 

Tenemos que “resistir las luces del consumo, que brillan por todas partes este mes 

(diciembre)” ~ el Papa Francisco 
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CELEBRATE A CARE FOR CREATION CHRISTMAS! 

GIFT GIVING 

Reduce consumption and care for creation 

1. Gift experiences: concert or sporting event tickets,  

2. restaurant gift certificates, museum memberships, ser-

vices gift certificates (babysitting, a massage, etc.) 

3. Donate to a favorite charity (see next weekend’s bulle-

tin for our Haiti program) 

4. Have all family members share stories that are im-

portant to them, either in person, over a video call or 

written and shared electronically 

5. Homemade edibles 

6. When purchasing items: 

a. Avoid online big box retrailers (poorly treated 

workers and high carbon emissions) 

b. Shop thrift stores for unique items 

c. Find items made of and/or packaged in recycled 

materials 

d. Buy organic, where appropriate 

e. Shop Fair Trade/Union Made/USA made – 

workers are more likely to have been fairly com-

pensated with worker protections 

f. Buy locally made gifts from craft fairs and artisan 

shops 

 

DECORATIONS 
 

 Purchase a live Christmas tree and plant it in your yard 

 If purchasing a cut tree, consider an organic tree 

(cut your own at Oak Shade Christmas Tree 

Farm) 

 Use LED lights and recycle old lights (MOMs 

organic market takes them) 

 Use beeswax candles (paraffin candles are made 

from petroleum) 

 Use natural materials 

 After Christmas, compost your tree 

 

 

WHERE TO BUY FAIR TRADE GIFTS 
 

 Ten Thousand Villages, Alexandria  

 Trade Roots, Arlington 

 Online: search “fair trade” and look for certifications 

 

GIFT WRAPPING 
 

 Use scarves or fabric (make it part of the gift: cloth napkins, 

dish towels, aprons, pillowcases) 

 Use re-usable bags or tins 

 Use old calendars, newspaper (the color comics!), maps, 

posters 

 Decorate brown paper or bags with markers 

 Reuse old paper, ribbons and bows 

 No glitter, foil or metallics  

 

 

 

 

FOOD AND ENTERTAINING 
 

To reduce your impact on the planet, serve less meat and dairy 

and more locally produced fruits and vegetables. Buy organic. 

Avoid food waste by preparing appropriate amounts of food, 

send guests home with leftovers in reusable containers and/or 

eat/freeze leftovers for your own household 

Use your own plates and utensils rather than disposable prod-

ucts. If you need more than you have, buy items at the thrift 

store for an eclectic table. Compostables are an option but be 

certain they are certified compostable and you have access to 

commercial composting. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
 

If you continue to mail paper cards, be 

sure to use cards made from recycled pa-

per. Recycle the cards you receive, as much 

as possible. Some cards cannot be recycled 

if they use foil paper, glitter and/or plastic. 

Also, recycle last year’s cards as gift tags. 

 

 

SPIRITUALITY 

Remember to reflect on the wonders of 

God’s creation which are God’s gifts to us in this and every sea-

son. Pray these gifts of creation are shared with all of God’s peo-

ple throughout the world. 

 

 

from the OLQP Integrity of Creation Team  

We must “resist the dazzling lights of  consumption,  
which will shine everywhere this month (December).”  

Pope Francis  





$12 eachñLimited Quantity! 

$12 cada uno.áCantidad limitada! 
 Pre-order your ornament online/Reserve por anticipado su adorno en l²nea 

https://tinyurl.com/OLQPOrnament  

or scan here/o escanee aqu²:  
 
 

Available after the Masses/Disponible despu®s de las Misas 
November 22nd to December 14 / 22 de noviembre ñ 14 de diciembre  

 
Proceeds benefit the Youth & Young Adult Ministries Pilgrimages & Work Camps 

Las ganancias benefician los peregrinajes y los campamentos de trabajo del  
Ministerio de j·venes y j·venes adultos  

 

Thank you for your support!/áGracias por su apoyo! 

Front 

Frente 

Back 

Reverso 

OLQP 
80th Anniversary/80º aniversario 
Christmas Ornament/Adorno navideño 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Double-Sided with Gold-Foil hang cord 

De doble cara con cordón de lámina dorada para colgar 
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In November, OLQP Minkisi offers Ralph McCloud’s article, 

the fourth article in a five-Sunday series written by African 

American/ Black Catholic leaders.  ~ ~  

Love With Action.  Black Catholic History Offers Strength and 
Hope in Our Quest for Justice, Ralph McCloud, November 4, 
2025. [An excerpt taken from NETWORK Catholic Social Jus-
tice Lobby. To read the full article, go to:  Love With Action: 
Black Catholic History Month - NETWORK Lobby.]       

  

I met Sr. Thea Bowman a couple of times. What is there 
to say about meeting a living saint? It was an honor? A 
joy? It strengthened my faith?  Absolutely!  

Meeting Sr. Thea challenged me in my mission as a baptized 
believer. Her 1989 address to the U.S. bishops is a landmark 
event in Black Catholic History in the United States, and I try 
to revisit it every November, if not more often.  

November is Black Catholic History Month, an observance 
that coincides with the feast of St. Martin de Porres 
(November 3), and the birthday of St. Augustine (November 
13). It begins with All Saints and All Souls Days, which evoke 
the reverence for ancestors in African history. For us, this 
cloud of witnesses isn’t merely watching. They inspire us, 
help us, and hold us accountable.  

Sr. Thea still encourages me with the awareness that, in her 
words, a Black Catholic brings “my whole history, my tradi-
tions, my experience, my culture, my African-American song 
and dance and gesture and movement and teaching and 
preaching and healing and responsibility – as gifts to 
the church.”  

But gifts are not always appreciated or received with grace. 
She also noted: “I see it: Black people within the church—
Black priests, sometimes even Black bishops—who are invisi-
ble. And when I say that I mean they’re not consulted. They 
are not included. Sometimes decisions are made that affect 

the Black community for generations and they’re made in 
rooms by white people behind closed doors.”  

Today some of the challenges we face go beyond being ig-
nored, to blatant racism brazenly spewed by both political 
leaders and influencers; the gutting of voting rights and ap-
proval of racial profiling by the Supreme Court; the erasure 
of slavery and Civil Rights from school textbooks; and the 
Trump administration’s fervent, almost gleeful rush to de-
stroy any program intended to help promote equity and in-
clusion.  

While the Catholic Church is among those groups that have 
decried the sin of racism and espoused a belief in dignity and 
equity for all (documented in a succession of pastoral letters 
by the bishops through the decades), the practical reality 
is often different. Racism still has a hold in the church – 
whether through the actions of individuals and communities 
or in the words, actions, or omissions of its leaders.   

When Black history and the pain of Black people get buried 
and watered down, it is to the detriment of all believ-
ers. Gloria Purvis expressed this brilliantly in a recent es-
say: “Our Catholic witness in America hangs in the balance. 
Church leaders can either acknowledge their grave error and 
work toward genuine reconciliation, or they can continue 
tacitly sanctifying racist speech and injustice. The choice will 
help determine whether American Catholicism finally con-
fronts white supremacy or remains captured by the same 
moral blindness that has corrupted Christian witness in our 
country since its colonial origins.”  

Living out our faith in the context of an imperfect church—
where even the best pastoral letter tend to gather dust on 
shelves—might require going back to the basics, to some-
thing like the Bible, to show the way.  Jesus, in his radical 
example, acclaimed the Good Samaritan and dined with the 
tax collectors and sex workers.  Jesus—God incarnate—
didn’t hesitate to cross lines to include those who had long 
been excluded from full participation in society. 

Today, we have a pope who gets it.  With his background 
that includes Black ancestors in the Caribbean, life among 
poor people in Peru, and the promotion of women into lead-
ership roles, we could call Leo XIV the “DEI pope.” In his 
letter, Dilexi Te, Pope Leo calls us to love our marginalized 
neighbors with action.  

“God has a special place in his heart for those who are dis-
criminated against and oppressed, and he asks us, his 
Church, to make a decisive and radical choice,” the pope 
proclaims.  

Applying our mission to our troubled world is a radical 
choice. And we can all work together to make justice, equity, 
and the fullness of human dignity come alive in our society…  

I believe we can move forward and will make progress in 
ways both great and small. And it is this progress, guided and 
cared for by the Holy Spirit, we can find the hope to per-
sist on this long, often difficult journey toward justice. ~~  

https://www.networkadvocates.org/team/ralph-mccloud/
https://networklobby.org/blog/2025-black-catholic-history-month/
https://networklobby.org/blog/2025-black-catholic-history-month/
https://www.usccb.org/resources/transcript-sr-thea-bowman-june-1989-address
https://www.usccb.org/committees/ad-hoc-committee-against-racism/statements-and-letters#tab--church-statements
https://www.usccb.org/committees/ad-hoc-committee-against-racism/statements-and-letters#tab--church-statements
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith-and-reason/2025/10/06/charlie-kirk-racism-black-catholics/
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith-and-reason/2025/10/06/charlie-kirk-racism-black-catholics/
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/apost_exhortations/documents/20251004-dilexi-te.html

