
Iglesia Católica Nuestra Señora Reina de la Paz 

9 de noviembre de 2025 

Fiesta de la Dedicación de la  

Basílica de Letrán en Roma 

OLQP MISSION STATEMENT 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church is dedicated 
to witnessing the teachings of Jesus Christ, especially 
the Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 25:31-46. Our 
mission is to nurture the spirit and to encourage the 
potential of those we serve through liturgical celebra-
tion, educational endeavors and social ministries. The 
parish will continue to identify with its origin as a Black 
parish. As a multi-ethnic congregation we will seek to 
promote racial harmony and social justice. While our 
primary focus is within the immediate community, we 
will also work to provide for the well-being of the 
downtrodden everywhere. In this we strive for our 
parish community to be a caring, sharing, and loving 
family. 

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE CATHOLIC CHURCH  

November 9, 2025 

 FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE 

 LATERAN BASÍLICA IN ROME  

Welcome to OLQP Catholic Church! 
¡Bienvenidos a OLQP iglesia católica! 

 

Contact / Contacto: 
 2700 19th St S, Arlington VA  22204 
 703-979-5580, office@olqpva.org 
Office Hours  
Horas de oficina  
 Monday-Friday — 8:30am to 4:30pm 
 Lunes a viernes – 8:30am a 4:30pm 
 

Website / sitioweb:  
 www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org 
 

Live Stream Mass Schedule: 
Horario de Misas de transmisión en directo: 

November 8-9 9:30am and 1pm in Spanish 

8-9 Noviembre 9:30am y 1pm en español 

 DECLARACIÓN DE MISIÓN DE OLQP 
La parroquia de la iglesia católica Nuestra Señora 
Reina de la Paz se dedica a dar testimonio de las 
enseñanzas de Jesucristo, especialmente el 
Evangelio de San Mateo, Capítulo 25:21-46. Nuestra 
misión es nutrir el espíritu y alentar el potencial de 
aquellos a quienes servimos a través de la 
celebración litúrgica, labores educativas y 
ministerios sociales. La parroquia continuará 
identificándose con su origen como una comunidad 
afro-americana, pero reflejando una congregación 
multi-étnica y continuará promoviendo la armonía 
racial y la justicia social. Si bien es cierto que 
nuestro enfoque principal es la vecindad 
comunitaria, continuaremos trabajando para 
proveer por el bienestar de los más necesitados en 
general. Es así como nos esforzamos para hacer de 
nuestra comunidad parroquial una familia que 
comparte y se preocupa por sus miembros. 

Masses / Misas: 
 Weekdays / Días laborables: 
  Mon-Fri. 12pm / lunes a viernes 12pm 

Weekend Mass Schedule / 
 Horario de Misas de fin de semana:  
  Saturday Vigil — 5:30pm 
  Misa de vigilia sábados - 5:30 pm  
  Sundays  — 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:15am, 
  1:00pm (Spanish) & 6:00pm (Young Adult) 
  Domingos — 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am, 
  1:00 pm (español) y 6:00 pm (Misa de  
  jóvenes adultos) 

"Take these out 
of  here,  
and stop  

making my  
Father's house  

a marketplace."  
      John 2:16 

THIS WEEKEND’S SECOND COLLECTION: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF THE MILITARY 
 

SEGUNDA COLECTA DE ESTE FIN DE SEMANA: 

ARQUIDIÓCESIS PARA SERVICIOS MILITARES 
 

NEXT WEEKEND’S SECOND COLLECTION: 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 
 

COLECTA DEL PRÓXIMO FIN DE SEMANA: 

FONDO DE JUBILACIÓN PARA RELIGIOSAS Y RELIGIOSOS 

 "Quiten todo 
de aquí y no  
Conviertan 

 en un  
 mercado la 
casa de mi 

Padre". 
Juan 2,16 

BLACK CATHOLIC HISTORY MONTH 



2/12 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION / PREPARACIÓN SACRAMENTAL 

Baptism / Bautizo: 
 Please email Baptism Coordinator Mary Ann Suhocki, 
     baptism@olqpva.org. 
 Por favor mande un correo electrónico a la coordinadora de los  
     bautizos, Mary Ann Suhocki, baptism@olqpva.org.  
 

Marriage Preparation/ Preparación para el matrimonio: 
 Please contact the parish office at least six months before your 
 wedding date to complete requirements. 
 Por favor llame a la oficina de la parroquia seis meses antes  
 de su matrimonio para completar todos los requisitos. 
 

Reconciliation / Reconciliación—Confesión: 
Fr. Ray Hall Library 

Biblioteca Fr. Ray Hall 
Sat, 4:45-5:15 pm & by appointment. 

Los sábados: 4:45-5:15 pm, y por cita previa. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS / COLECTAS DEL DOMINGO 
Sunday Collections / Colectas del domingo: $6,675 

ParishSoft Giving - weekly avg.: $13,985 
   
 

 

Word & Eucharist Missalette/  
Misal Palabra y Eucaristía 

Today’s readings can be found on page 1196 
Las lecturas de hoy se encuentran en la página 1197 

 
 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE / PLAZO PARA EL BOLETÍN  
Wednesday 9am — office@olqpva.org 

 

FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA IN ROME 
FIESTA DE LA DEDICACIÓN DE LA BASÍLICA DE LETRÁN EN ROMA 
Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12 (671C); 1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 16-17;  John 2:13-22 
Ezequiel 47,1-2, 8-9, 12 (671C); 1 Corintios 3,9c-11, 16-17;  Juan 2,13-22 

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
VIGESIMOTERCER DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 
 Malachi 3:19-20a (159C); 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12;  Luke 21:5-19 

 Malaquías 3,19-20a (159C); 2 Tesalonicenses 3,7-12;  Lucas 21,5-19 
  

MASS INTENTIONS, NOVEMBER 8-14 
FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA IN ROME 

INTENCIONES DE LAS MISAS, 8-14 NOVIEMBRE 
FIESTA DE LA DEDICACIÓN DE LA BASÍLICA DE LETRÁN EN ROMA 

 Saturday, November 8th 
5:30 pm Minerosa Monserrat (D) by Susan Francia & family 

Sunday, November 9th 
8:00 am Janaan Manternach (D) by the Shean family 

9:30 am Dr. John Key Chang (D) by Judy Francia-Reyes & Delma Quimson 
Buenafe, ADB Economics/PEO 

11:15 am Paul Dunajski (D) by Francesca "Fran" Kearney 
1:00 pm Daniel Castro (Birthday) (D) by Denise & Andrés Castro 

6:00 pm Philip & Veronica Gomes (D) by Florence Gomes 
Monday, November 10th 
12:00 pm For The Parish 

Tuesday, November 11th 
12:00 pm Luis Francia, Sr. (D) by Judith Francia-Reyes 

Wednesday, November 12th 
12:00 pm Teobaldo Ruiz (D) by Lilia Koechlin 

Thursday, November 13th 
12:00 pm Marie Louise Chang (D) by Michele Chang   

Friday, November 14th 
11:00 am - Funeral Mass - Mark Camden 

 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE OF THE PARISH / 
VIDA SACRAMENTAL DE LA PARROQUIA 

 This weekend we welcome four new Christians. Este fin de 
semana le damos la bienvenida a cuarto nuevos cristianos.  

Margaret JoAnn Palmer Jansen, Rosalia Camilla Cooke, 
       Quinn Elise Georgi & Ethan Charles Blackburn 
Baptized November 8 / Bautizados el 8 de noviembre 

 

OUR  SICK  AND  HOMEBOUND  STRENGTHEN  US / 
NUESTROS ENFERMOS Y CONFINADOS NOS FORTALECEN 

PLEASE PRAY FOR / POR FAVOR OREMOS POR:  Christiana Achebe, 
Suri Barahona, Grace Bialecki, Cindy Bianga, Francis Bilgera, Joseph 
Leopold Bissonnette, Precious Bowens, April Brassard, Dave Brassard, 
Evie Brown, Lynne Burgh, Chris Bruns, Mary Callow, Brody Carroll, 
Louise Chambers, Fred Clarke, Carmen Rosa Claure, Chris Comer, Jeff 
Cory, Adele Crump, Mary DaLuca, Cheryl Darby, Donna Davis, Jim Davis, 
Adrienne DiCerbo, Calista Downey, Tim Felker, Elizabeth (Bunny) 
Foster, Yevette Francois,  Anne Fullerton, Joseph Funk, Iva Futrell, 
Trishann Ganley, Francine Gemmill, Fred Gladbach, Jo Marie 
Griesgraber, Melanie Guitreaux, Joe Harrington, Harris Family, Linda 
Hawkins, Clare Hayden, Dee Hickey, Pamela Hoeft, Jan Hyland, Patrick 
Hynes, Pat Johnson, Sharon Jourdan, William Kahl, Gus Karns, Ruth 
Klarman, Carmen Andrea Lara, Alexa LaRue, Patrick Lawrey, John 
Lawyer, Lidia Montero Lopez, Olga MacKenzie, Wil McBride, Stefan 
McGuigan, Martha Gladys Medina, Maria Magdalena Medrano de 
Ventura, Eileen Melia, Frances Mierzwa, Arthur Miller, Mary Miller, 
Betty Mills, Yvonne Mockler, Carmen Montijo, Dorothy Moran, 
Rosemary Morrisey, Luis R. Muñoz, Zoe A. Muñoz, Chelsea Murray, 
Connie Murray, Paul Murray, Dorothy Myrtle, Mario Amel Najarro,  
Karen Newman, Stephen Nutter, Julie O’Brien, Peggy O’Brien, Joseph 
O’Connor, Patrick Ogden, Carol Pacello, Roy Paco, Neil Parent, 
Catherine Parr, Mary Pasquarella, Mark Pazich, Minnie Pazich, Paul 
Ramirez, Santos Ramirez, Jacob and Jaxson Rivera, Maritza Roldan, 
Marco Cristiaan Rufolo-Roger, Josefina Salgado, Carolyn Santos, Jane 
Shepard, Donna Smith, Jeffrey Smith, Mary E. Smith, Lora Smolenski, 
Suzie Snedgen Warner, Eva Souza, Grace Starbird, George Stewart, 
Michael Arthur Sweat, Nancy Urquizo, Alma Reyes Valentin, Carina 
Vaquez, Robin Vogel, Robert & Maureen Wallace, Jim Webster, Al 
Williams, Kate Witkowski, Lauren Wolfe, Mary Woods  

A Consistent Ethic of Life Catholic Community 

OLQP PARISH STAFF / PERSONAL DE LA PARROQUIA  
Pastor / Párroco:  Fr. Tim Hickey, CSSp, thickey@olqpva.org 

Parochial Vicar / Párroco Asociado:  Fr. Martin Vu, CSSp, 

 mvu@olqpva.org 

Parochial Vicar / Párroco Asociado:  Fr. Pontien Kenfack, CSSp, 

 pkenfack@olqpva.org 

Deacon / Diácono:  Dcn. Tony Remedios, tremedios@olqpva.org 
 
 

Parish Office / Oficina parroquial 

Business Manager / Gerente de Negocios:  Christina Kozyn, 

 ckozyn@olqpva.org 
Social Justice & Outreach Minister / Ministro de Justicia Social y  

Acercamiento (bilingüe):  Sally Díaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olqpva.org 
Youth & Young Adult Minister / Ministro de Adolescentes y Jóvenes Adul-

tos:   Rebecca Grant Jenkins, rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org 
Faith Formation Director / Director de Formación de Fe (bilingϋe):  

 Cecilia López Oetgen, clopez@olqpva.org 
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JUST A THOUGHT...or two…  
 

To begin, a few words on the Feast of the Dedication of The 
Basilica of St. John Lateran: it was dedicated in 324 CE and was 
the residence of the Pope, Pope Sylvester I….and, still remains the 
seat of the Pope, as the Bishop of Rome, it even outranks St. 
Peter’s Basilica. It is the Catholic Cathedral of the Diocese of 
Rome.  It is considered to be the mother of all churches, the 
highest ranking church in the world, the only Archbasilica in the 
world.  And as it is so revered it is given a special feast day and 
remembered and celebrated each year throughout the world.  So 
today we celebrate this holy place of pilgrimage where the 
faithful have gathered for centuries to pray and to celebrate 
Eucharist and to join in with all of the untold masses of faithful 
who have done so before them.   

I would like to focus on Paul’s words in today’s second reading, 
reminding us that the Spirit of God dwells within each one of 
us.  And that we are holy beings as the temples of God.   

And in John’s Gospel, Jesus, having just finished the Last Supper, 
tells them that they are intimately connected to him, like vines to 
a branch; that it is from him that they draw their sustenance, their 
very life. They have life in and through him. He shares with them 
that they have already been pruned and will bear great fruit.  

Jesus wants them to remain in him as he remains in them!  What 
a wonderful image for us to ponder, this indwelling of 
Christ.  Jesus says, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved 
you; abide in my love”.  

These are amazing images of love and intimacy being shared 
between Jesus and his disciples, as he knows his life with them is 
about to change dramatically. He tells them that they will be able 
to continue on, and they are ready to produce great fruit and that 
they are connected to one another and to him, and will always 
remain so. 

We read in the Acts of the Apostles how the nascent church was 
rapidly spreading and growing, filled with the Holy Spirit.  But we 
also know that there were great struggles as well, even in the 
midst of the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit.  

The disciples were human: they argued and disagreed, and still 
they produced great fruit. Even in the midst of human weakness 

and failures, Christ’s indwelling presence has the power to save us 
from ourselves, and help us to do amazing things! 

Today we find ourselves in scary, strange and difficult times.  So 
much of the world seems angry and to have lost its way, 
seemingly bent on regressing to former less just and more selfish 
and cruel times.   We find ourselves in a cycle of unbelievable 
violence and hatred.  Ongoing law enforcement using uncalled for 
uses of deadly force on our black and brown sisters and brothers 
and shocking violence towards our immigrants and refugees as 
well as other minorities and women. 

 And we are witnessing a shocking rise in White Christian 
Nationalism, which threatens our national values to the very core, 
and certainly does not reflect Gospel values nor the words and 
actions of Jesus Christ! 

There is so much discord in our world, in our country and in our 
personal and familial lives. For many of us, we ask ourselves, how 
do we hold it together?  

I believe that the way we hold it together is through maintaining a 
conscious connection and awareness of the presence of the risen 
Christ within us and with us at all times, even when we can’t seem 
to feel that divine presence and we feel like we are running out of 
hope. Even in the midst of the chaos swirling around us, Christ is 
still there, still loving us through our darkest moments. This is at 
the heart of the Gospel message -- we are never abandoned by 
God.  

Our discipleship calls us to stand up and speak out against the 
discord and injustices of the world, to speak out on behalf of the 
abused, those denied justice and those whose voices are ignored 
or silenced.  We are able to do this through the power of the Holy 
Spirit and the Risen Christ, who has promised to remain with us 
for all time. 

 How or when have I let the power of the Holy Spirit’s presence 
within me shine through, guiding my thoughts and actions?  Jesus 
spoke of pruning…what pruning might I need to allow Jesus to do, 
to make my life more Christ centered that I might abide in his love 
more fully and share that love with others through my daily 
decisions and actions? 

Fr. Tim 

E-GIVING PEW STICKERS TAKE YOU TO  
ParishSOFT GIVING 

The e-giving stickers on the backside of the pews will take 
you to the new online giving portal: ParishSOFT Giving.  If 
you have an established account, click on sign in.  If you are 
making a one-time gift use “give now,” enter the donation 
amount and click on one-time gift then make your fund 
selection (Sunday Collection, Food Pantry, General 
Donation, etc.) and continue to complete the form. 
If you are having problems accessing your account 
(formerly Faith Direct), please contact donor support: 866-
930-4774 option 6 or  donorsupport@parishsoft.com.   
Remember to use the email address you originally used 
when you created the account with Faith 
Direct.  ParishSOFT Giving: https://giving.parishsoft.com/
App/Giving/FD-271 

 

LAS PEGATINAS DE E-GIVING LE LLEVAN A  
ParishSOFT GIVING 

Las pegatinas de e-giving en la parte de atrás de las bancas le 
llevarán al nuevo portal de donaciones en línea: ParishSOFT 
Giving. Si tiene una cuenta establecida, haga clic en sign in. Si 
hace una donación única, use “give now,” ponga la cantidad de 
la donación y haga clic en “one time gift” y entonces 
selecciones su fondo (Sunday Collection, Food Pantry, General 
Donation, etc.) y continúe para completar el formulario.  
Si tiene problemas accediendo a su cuenta (anteriormente 
Faith Direct), por favor contacte apoyo para donantes; 866-930
-4774 opción 6 o donorsupport@parishsoft.com.  
Recuerde usar la dirección de correo electrónico que usó 
originalmente cuando creó la cuenta con Faith Direct. 
ParishSOFT Giving: https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/

mailto:donorsupport@parishsoft.com
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-271
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-271
mailto:donorsupport@parishsoft.com
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-271


 

4/12 

YOUTH MINISTRY: 
Youth Ministry has begun.  Youth, grades 7th - 12th are 
encouraged to participate in this opportunity for growing 
in faith, fellowship, service, and fun. Teen nights are 
Sundays, 7:00pm - 8:30pm, following the 6:00pm 
Mass. Adult Volunteers are needed to accompany 
our youth.  
Please contact Rebecca Grant Jenkins, 
rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org, for details. To register 
go to: https://tinyurl.com/
OLQPVAYouthMinistry2026  or scan here:  

 

 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY: 
• Save the date - The TAU Young Adult Ministry is 

hosting its annual Advent Morning of Reflection on 
Saturday, December 6th. This parish-wide event will be 
a walk through Advent with John the Baptist, Mary, 
and Joseph led by Sister Liz Sjoberg of the Daughters 
of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul.  Sister Liz is the 
Vocational Director for the Sisters of Charity and co-
hosts the "In the Company of Charity" podcast on the 
Spotify and Apple platforms. To reserve your spot, 
please email Rebecca Grant Jenkins, 

        rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

 PLANTING HOPE: GARDENS &  
THE WORKS OF MERCY 

Wednesday, November 12 • 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
Burke Hall, Cathedral of St. Thomas More (Arlington) 

Held during the Diocese of Arlington’s Week of Service, 
this evening hosted by the Catholic Garden Network 
explores how parish, school, and home gardens help us 
live the Works of Mercy, including feeding the hungry, 
welcoming the stranger, and creating spaces for prayer 
and reflection. The program includes a keynote, a short 
panel conversation, and a reception. Free and open to all.  
RSVP: bit.ly/planthopenov12    
• Questions: julene@catholicgarden.org 

 
JOIN FR. PONTIEN ON A CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGE 

Fatima, Lourdes, Zaragoza, Madrid 
Fr. Pontien will lead a nine-day Marian Shrines pilgrimage 
to Portugal, France and Spain.  The guided tour will be in 
English. Cost is $3,900 for double occupancy and includes 
flight, hotel, motorcoach travel, breakfast and dinner.  
Those interested in single occupancy are encouraged to 
register early to guarantee space. (Cost does not include 
lunch, beverages at dinner, optional travel insurance or 
tips.)  A no-obligation information meeting is scheduled 
for November 10 at 7pm in the Founder’s Room.  
Use this link for online registration:  
https://www.unitours.com/OnlineBooking.aspx?
url=UAB1110DO 
Use this link for pilgrimage details and to submit paper 
registration directly to Fr. Pontien: 
https://bit.ly/KenfackMarianShrines 
Brochures in both English and Spanish are available at the 
back of church this weekend. 
 

  

MINISTERIO DE ADOLESCENTES: 
El Ministerio de adolescentes ha empezado. Se anima a los 
adolescentes en los grados 7 al 12 a participar en esta 
oportunidad de crecer en la fe, compañerismo, servicio y 

diversión. Las noches para adolescentes son los domingos, de 
7:00pm a 8:30pm, después de la Misa de las 6:00pm. Se 
necesitan personas adultas voluntarias para acompañar a 
nuestros adolescentes. Por favor contacte a Rebecca Grant 
Jenkins, rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org, para obtener detalles. Para 
apuntarte ve a:  https://tinyurl.com/
OLQPVAYouthMinistry2026  o escanea aquí:  

 
 

MINISTERIO DE JÓVENES ADULTOS 
• Reserva la fecha – El Ministerio TAU para jóvenes adultos va a 

patrocinar su Mañana de reflexión anual el sábado, 6 de 
diciembre. Este evento parroquial va a ser un recorrido por el 
Adviento con Juan Bautista, María y José. La hermana Liz 
Sjoberg de las Hermanas de la Caridad de San Vicente de Paul 
va a dirigir el evento. La Hermana Liz es la directora de 
vocaciones de las Hermanas de la Caridad y co-patrocina el 
podcast “In the Company of Charity” en las plataformas 
Spotify y Apple. Para reservar tu lugar, por favor envíale un 
correo electrónico a Rebecca Grant Jenkins, 
rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org. (Solo en inglés) 

 
 
 

SEMBRANDO ESPERANZA: JARDINES Y LAS  
OBRAS DE MISERICORDIA 

El miércoles, 12 de noviembre de 7:00 a 9:00 PM 
Burke Hall, Catedral de St. Thomas More (Arlington) 

Esta velada, patrocinada por el Catholic Garden Network, durante 
la Semana de servicio de la Diócesis de Arlington, explora como 
los jardines de parroquias, escuelas y hogares nos ayudan a vivir 
las Obras de misericordia, incluyendo dar de comer al 
hambriento, darle la bienvenida al desconocido y creando 
espacios para la oración y la reflexión. El programa incluye un 
orador principal, una conversación corta en panel y una 
recepción. Gratis y para todas las personas. RSVP: bit.ly/
planthopenov12 ¿Preguntas? – julene@catholicgarden.org 

 
ÚNASE AL PADRE PONTIEN PARA UNA  

PEREGRINACIÓN CATÓLICA 
Fátima, Lourdes, Zaragoza, Madrid 

Del 10 al 18 de noviembre 2026 el Padre Pontien va a ser el guía 
de una peregrinación mariana de nueve días a Portugal, Francia y 
España. La excursión guiada va a ser en inglés. El costo es de 
$3,900 por habitación doble e incluye el vuelo, hotel, viajes por 
autocar, desayuno y cena. Las personas interesadas en una 
habitación sencilla deben inscribirse pronto para garantizar la 
disponibilidad. (El costo no incluye el almuerzo, bebidas en la 
cena, viajes opcionales o propinas.)  Se ha planeado tener una 
reunión sin compromiso para el 10 de noviembre a las 7 pm en 
el Founder’s Room. 
Use este enlace para inscribirse en línea:  
https://www.unitours.com/OnlineBooking.aspx?url=UAB1110DO 
Use este enlace para obtener detalles de la peregrinación y para 
someter los papeles para la inscripción directamente al Padre 
Pontien: https://biy/KenfackMarianShrines 
Hay folletos disponibles en inglés y español en la parte de atrás de 
la iglesia este fin de semana. 

 
 

Una comunidad católica con una ética consistente con la vida 

mailto:rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org
https://tinyurl.com/OLQPVAYouthMinistry2026
https://tinyurl.com/OLQPVAYouthMinistry2026
mailto:rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org
https://catholicgarden.org/
http://bit.ly/planthopenov12
mailto:julene@catholicgarden.org
https://www.unitours.com/OnlineBooking.aspx?url=UAB1110DO
https://www.unitours.com/OnlineBooking.aspx?url=UAB1110DO
https://bit.ly/KenfackMarianShrines
mailto:rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org
https://tinyurl.com/OLQPVAYouthMinistry2026
https://tinyurl.com/OLQPVAYouthMinistry2026
mailto:rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org
http://bit.ly/planthopenov12
http://bit.ly/planthopenov12
mailto:julene@catholicgarden.org
https://www.unitours.com/OnlineBooking.aspx?url=UAB1110DO
https://biy/KenfackMarianShrines


5/12 

CENA DEL REFUGIO COMUNITARIO DE ALEXANDRIA 
12 de noviembre 

Nuestro menú para noviembre es de comida reconfortante: 
pastel de carne (meatloaf), puré de boniatos/camotes, judías 
verdes, ensalada verde y limonada. Las donaciones se pueden 
llevar a la cocina de la oficina parroquial de lunes a miércoles 
(8:30 AM a 4:30 PM) la semana de la cena o directamente a la 
cocina de Fr. Ray Hall el 12 de noviembre entre las 4:00 PM y las 
4:30PM. Por favor identifique las donaciones escribiendo ACS, 
12 d,e noviembre y una descripción. 
Use este enlace para apuntarse: NOVEMBER 12 ACS 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054BABAF2BA7F49-
60054703-acsnovember  
No dude en ponerse en contacto mandándole un correo 
electrónico a Emily Porterfield: bellefontebarbelle@gmail.com o 
Susan Bruns: mumbruns@gmail.com. 

 
 

LA CENA REFUGIO DEL CARPINTERO  
El jueves, 20 de noviembre 

Nuestra cena este mes es filetes de salmón, palitos de pescado 
(fish sticks), croquetas de papa (tater tots), ensalada, frutas, 
brownies y limonada. Si quisiera ofrecerse de persona voluntaria 
por primera vez, contacte a mary.resnick@gmail.com  para que 
le incluyan en un correo electrónico para apuntarse. Puede llevar 
las contribuciones a la cocina de la oficina de la parroquia de 
lunes a jueves de 8:30am a 4:30pm o a la cocina de Fr. Ray Hall el 
día de la comida de 4:30 a 5:00pm. ¡Gracias! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Queridos feligreses, 
 

En noviembre 2022, el Obispo Burbidge presentó 23 iniciativas 
estratégicas al Pueblo de Dios en la diócesis de Arlington. Entre 
esas 23 iniciativas se encontraba una que explora los intereses 
de un Programa vocacional en la diócesis de carreras y 
educación técnica basado en el catolicismo (Career and 
Technical Education (CTE)/Vocational Program). Recientemente, 
la diócesis completó una primera encuesta y en esa encuesta 
más del 92% de quienes respondieron apoyó tal programa. 
 

 
Esta inmensa respuesta impulsa el esfuerzo de avanzar al 
próximo paso: hacer una encuesta para averiguar las 
preferencias del modelo (o tipo) de escuela y la ubicación de esa 
escuela. Esta idea es trascendental y les pido respetuosamente 
que completen la encuesta debido a su interés personal o por el 
bien de la diócesis.  
 

 
La encuesta está disponible en inglés y en español. La 
encuesta estará disponible del 23 de octubre al 23 de 
noviembre. Puede encontrarla aquí en este enlace o este 
código QR: 

 

 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CTEVOTECH  

 
 
 

 
 

ALEXANDRIA COMMUNITY SHELTER DINNER  
NOVEMBER 12 

Our November menu features comfort food:  meatloaf, 
mashed sweet potatoes, green beans, green salad, and 
lemonade.  Food donations can be dropped off at the 
parish office kitchen from Monday to Wednesday (8:30 
AM to 4:30 PM) the week of the dinner or directly at Fr. 
Ray Hall kitchen on November 12 between 4:00 PM and 
4:30 PM—please label items with ACS, November 12, and 
a food description. 
Use this link to sign up:  NOVEMBER 12 ACS 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/409054BABAF2BA7F49-60054703-acsnovember 
Feel free to reach out via email: Emily Porterfield 
at bellefontebarbelle@gmail.com, or Susan Bruns 
at mumbruns@gmail.com. 

 
 

CARPENTER’S SHELTER DINNER 
Thursday November 20 

Our dinner this month is salmon filets, fish sticks, tater 
tots, salad, fruit, brownies & lemonade. 
If you’d like to volunteer for the first 
time, contact mary.resnick@gmail.com  to be included on 
email sign up.  
Your food can be delivered to the parish office kitchen 
Monday through Thursday 8:30-4:30pm the week of 
dinner, or to Fr. Ray Hall kitchen on the day of dinner, 4:30-
5:00pm. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

In November 2022, Bishop Burbidge presented 23 
strategic initiatives to the People of God in the Diocese of 
Arlington.  Among those 23 initiatives was one exploring 
the interest of a Catholic-based Career and Technical 
Education (CTE)/ Vocational Program in the diocese.  
Recently, the diocese completed a first survey, and in that 
survey over 92% of respondents enthusiastically 
supported such a program.   
 
 

This overwhelming response prompts the effort to 
advance to the next step: to survey for preferences on the 
model (or kind) of school and the location of that school.  
This is a momentous idea, and I respectfully ask each of 
you to take the survey out of personal interest or for the 
good of the diocese.  The survey is available inEnglish and 
Spanish.  
 

 

The survey will be available from Oct 23 – November 23.  
You may find the survey here at this link or this 
QR code:  
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CTEVOTECH 
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REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES: 
The Book of Life 

The month of November is traditionally a time of 
remembering and giving thanks for the many blessings God 
has given us in our lives. In this light, we call attention to the 
Book of Life in our sanctuary.  We invite anyone who has 
experienced a loss this past year to add the name of that 
person to our Book of Life at the end of Mass. This will be a 
continual reminder to us year round of those who have 
gone before us marked with the sign of the faith and the 
need to reach out to those who have suffered a recent loss. 

 
FR. MARTIN FELLOWSHIP PHO DINNER 

It's getting chilly outside!  What better way to warm up than 
with a hot bowl of delicious pho with friends, family, and 
our parish community! Friday, November 14th, 6:00pm - 
8:00pm in Father Ray Hall. Dinner includes egg rolls, 
pho (chicken or beef!) and dessert.  Wine will be 
available for a cash donation. Suggested minimum 
dinner donation is $30/per person. To reserve your 
seat or order, please go to: https://tinyurl.com/
OLQPFRMARTINPHO or scan the QR code, here: 

 
2025 SHOEBOX PROJECT 

The annual Shoebox Project will take place on Sunday, 
December 14. This wonderful initiative helps us share 
warmth and care with our unhoused sisters and 
brothers during the holiday season. This year, we 
are implementing an extended donation drop-off 
window from December 1–13. Some suggested donations 
are: travel size toiletries, socks, hats, gloves, etc. A 
comprehensive list of items and volunteers' signs up will be 
published in the following weeks. Please clearly label all 
donations “Shoebox Project.” Kindly do not send or drop off 
donations before December 1, as we will not have space for 
storage. If you have any questions please contact Monica 
Rivera at (787-603-6654), monicariver@gmail.com. 
Thank you for helping us spread kindness and compassion 
this season. ❤️  

 
33RD ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL WEEK OF 

 PRAYER AND FASTING 
Join us for a special and prayerful day at The Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington, DC, that will kick off the week of prayer and 
fasting. Fr. Daniel Reehil will be the main celebrant at the 
Noon Mass on Nov. 15th in the main Basilica.  Events, both 
in-person and virtual are scheduled throughout the week.  
For details and registration, please visit: https://iwopf.org/ 
Click “Attend the Conference In-Person” to register for the 
IN-PERSON event. If you cannot join in person, the recording 
will be made available for purchase with the All-Access 
Pass. 

 
HELP THE FOOD PANTRY INCREASE ITS BUDGET 

Giant Food Market at 2901-11 South Glebe Road, Arlington 
announced that OLQP’s Food Pantry has been selected 
again as a nonprofit partner in the Giant Food Community 
Bag Program. Our Food Pantry will receive $1 for each $2.75 
reusable Community Bag sold during the month of 
November 2025.  Help the food pantry by purchasing 
recyclable food bags when you shop at Giant on South 
Glebe Road.  Thank you.  

RECORDANDO A NUESTROS SERES QUERIDOS: 
El Libro de la vida 

Tradicionalmente, el mes de noviembre es cuando recordamos y 
damos gracias por las muchas bendiciones que Dios nos ha dado en 
nuestras vidas. Por eso, destacamos el Libro de la vida en nuestro 
santuario. Invitamos a cualquier persona que ha sufrido la pérdida 
de un ser querido este último año a que añada el nombre de esa 
persona en el Libro de la vida después de la Misa. Este libro será un 
recordatorio constante para nosotros durante todo el año de las 
personas que han fallecido marcadas con la señal de nuestra fe y de 
la necesidad de ofrecerles apoyo a quienes han sufrido una pérdida 
reciente. 

 
LA COMIDA PHO DE COMPAÑERISMO DEL PADRE MARTIN 

¡Está empezando a refrescarse afuera! ¡Qué mejor manera de 
calentarse que con un plato de pho caliente y delicioso con 
amistades, familiares y nuestra comunidad parroquial! Es el viernes, 

14 de noviembre de 6:00pm a 8:00pm en Father Ray Hall. La 
comida incluye egg rolls, pho (¡pollo o carne!) y postre. Va a haber 
vino por una donación en efectivo. Se sugiere una donación 
mínima de $30 por persona. Para reservar su lugar o pedido, por 
favor vaya a: https://tinyurl.com/OLQPFRMARTINPHO o escanee 
el código QR aquí: 

 
2025 PROYECTO DE LAS CAJAS DE ZAPATOS 

El Proyecto anual de las cajas de zapatos va a ser el domingo, 14 
de diciembre. Esta iniciativa maravillosa nos ayuda, durante la 
temporada festiva, a compartir la calidez y el cuidado con 
nuestras hermanas y hermanos que no tienen hogar. Este año 
vamos a implementar una ventana de donación ampliada del 1ro 

al 13 de diciembre. Algunas sugerencias para donaciones son: 
artículos de tocador de viajes, medias, gorros, guantes, etc. Vamos a 
publicar una lista más completa durante las próximas semanas. Por 
favor, marque claramente todas las donaciones con “Shoebox 
Project” y no las mande o traiga antes del 1ro de diciembre porque 
no tendremos espacio para guardarlas. Si tiene preguntas por favor 
contacte a Mónica Rivera (787-603-6654), monicariver@gmail.com. 
Gracias por ayudarnos a difundir la bondad y la compasión esta 
temporada. ❤️  

 
33 SEMANA INTERNACIONAL ANUAL DE  

ORACIÓN Y AYUNO 
Únase a nosotros para pasar un día especial y de oración en la 
Basílica del Santuario Nacional de la Inmaculada Concepción en 
Washington, DC, que va a dar comienzo a la semana de oración y 
ayuno. El P. Daniel Reehil va a ser el celebrante principal de las Misa 
del mediodía el 15 de noviembre en la basílica principal. Se han 
programado eventos presenciales y virtuales durante la semana. Para 
obtener detalles e inscribirse, por favor visite: https://iwopf.org/ 
Haga clic en “Attend the Conference In-Person” (Asistir a la 
conferencia en persona) para inscribirse para el evento presencial. Si 
no puede asistir en persona, podrá comprar la grabación con el All-
Access Pass (Pase de Acceso Total). (Solo en inglés) 
 
 

AYUDE A QUE LA DESPENSA DE ALIMENTOS 
 AUMENTE SU PRESUPUESTO 

El supermercado Giant Food en 2901-11 South Glebe Road, Arlington 
anunció que la Despensa de alimentos de OLQP ha sido seleccionada 
otra vez como un socio sin fines de lucro en el Giant Food 
Community Bag Program. Nuestra Despensa de alimentos va a 
recibir $1 por cada Community Bag reutilizable que se venda por 
$2.75 durante el mes de noviembre 2025. Ayude a la Despensa de 
alimentos comprando bolsas reciclables cuando vaya de compras al 
Giant en South Glebe Road. Gracias. 
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FILM SCREENING: WILDING 
Local organization Climate Action Now invites you to a free 
screening of Wilding at Cinema Arts Theatre in Fairfax!  Don't 
miss the award-winning film sweeping London with awe and 
wonder. Witness the inspirational journey of a daring couple 
as they take a bold gamble on nature, determined to breathe 
new life into their failing farm, they embark on an audacious 
adventure dismantling fences and letting the wild reclaim the 
land.  
Afterward engage in a discussion with local environmental 
champions working on native plants, wildlife sanctuary 
programs, lamb mowers & tree protection. Screening is on 
Monday, November 17th at 7pm, FREE tickets on https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/wilding  See you at the movies!  BTW 
bring your own popcorn and drink containers to make it a 
WASTE-FREE event!  

 
2ND ANNUAL SPREADING CHRONIC KIDNEY DISEASE 
AWARENESS through Gospel and Sacred Music with 
Maestro Jeffrey Corry (former 8am choir director), Sunday, 
November 23, 4pm at Pennsylvania Avenue Baptist Church, 
Washington DC.  All proceeds will be donated to the Urban 
Kidney Alliance.  Join us! 
 

OLQP DIOCESAN WEEK OF SERVICE 
Love In Action, Service In The Community 

November 9—16 
Here’s an opportunity to show your community spirt by 
getting involved in service this week.  Learn about 
OLQP’s awesome outreach programs and help the 
community at the same time.   
There’s fun and engaging opportunities each day: 
Matthew 25 — bring a winter coat and see the inner 
workings of Matt 25 
Gabriel Project — bring diapers and make bags of 
diapers and wipes for the new moms we serve 
OLQP Knitters — bring yarn and learn how to knit or 
crochet a hat for Shoebox Ministry 
And so much more... 
Look for the flyer at the back of church 
today.  Find a date and time that works 
for you and then use the QR Code to 
sign up!  Thanks for your service!! 

FEAST ON THE STREETS (FOS) is in desperate need of men’s 
clothing.  Please share your gently used or new shirts, jackets, 
jeans, shoes and underwear.  Our numbers are growing each 
week, and we come back with empty bags because the demand 
for clothing is very high.  Please be sure to mark your bag “Feast 
on the Streets.” 

 
MATTHEW 25 -- We are closed to accepting donations until 
further notice.  We have no room for new donations or more 
inventory.  Please hold all donations for the time being. We 
hope to reopen donations later in the month.  Thank you for 
your continued support.  

 
MEDOR’S EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS STORY 
We celebrate a wonderful milestone in Medor, Haiti: ten 
students who attended Medor's primary and secondary school 
and who then went on to become university graduates are now 
serving their community, sharing their knowledge and skill. 
Among them are two agronomists, four teachers, a microcredit 
manager, a nurse, a veterinarian, and a management intern. This 
achievement is truly remarkable—before Medor’s secondary 
school opened in 2003, very few Medor students had the 
opportunity to study beyond the 6th grade. These graduates 
embody the hope and progress made possible through 
education and the steadfast support of both St. Joseph parish 
and Our Lady Queen of Peace. Thank you to all for your support 
of Medor’s schools.       

Please pray for peace and security in Haiti. 

 
ACT FOR THE CLIMATE 

The United Nations 30th Conference of the Parties (COP30) 
Climate Change Conference will take place in Belém, Brazil from 
Nov. 10 – 21, 2025. It will bring together world leaders, 
scientists, and non-governmental organizations to discuss: 
actions on efforts needed to limit the global temperature 
increase to 1.5°C, the presentation of new national action plans 
and the progress on the finance pledges made at COP29. 
Catholics will be well represented at the conference (learn more 
here ) and you can participate by signing a petition. The 
statement urges the Trump administration to reverse its decision 
and uphold US commitments to the Paris Agreement. Add your 
name now by clicking the link above or going to faithstillin.org.  

ECO-TIP: Leave the leaves! A layer of leaves in your yard can bring big benefits. It provides shelter and insulation for 
many animals and insects. The leaves also provide insulation for the soil and can be mulched. As the leaves decay, they'll 
provide valuable nutrients and keep your lawn healthy and fertile.  If too "messy" for your front yard, try it in the back!    

FAMILY BINGO NIGHT at OLQP 
TEACH, a non-profit organization that actively responds to the 
schooling needs of underserved children in Maya communities 
in Guatemala, is sponsoring a Family Bingo night on Saturday, 
November 15, from 6:45 – 9:00pm. $10 for 2 cards. Cash 
prizes. Food for purchase.  Cash or check only.  Everyone is 
invited to the fun. Come and play to support TEACH 
www.teacham.org. Questions?  
Shari.zamarra@gmail.com, 703-323-9367. 

Programs that are open to the entire community, but offered in English only. 
 

Programas que le dan la bienvenida a toda la comunidad, pero que solo se ofrecen en inglés. 

NOCHE DE BINGO PARA FAMILIAS en OLQP 
TEACH, una organización sin fines de lucro que activamente 
responde a las necesidades educativas de niñas y niños 
desatendidos en comunidades mayas en Guatemala, va a 
patrocinar una noche de Bingo para familias el sábado, 15 de 
noviembre de 6:45 a 9:00pm. El costo por 2 tarjetas es $10. 
Habrá premios en efectivo y comida para comprar. Solo se 
acepta dinero en efectivo o cheques.  Todas las personas 
están invitadas a divertirse. Venga a jugar para apoyar TEACH 
www.teacham.org. Si tiene preguntas contacte a 
Shari.zamarra@gmail.com, 703-323-9367. 
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OLQP THANKSGIVING BUILD-A-BASKET PROGRAM 

HELP “BUILD A THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKET” 

BASKET ITEMS & VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

DONATE ITEMS TO HELP FEED A FAMILY ON THANKSGIVING! 

 Donate as many items as you can afford or a complete 
“basket” (bag)  

 If your budget allows, please consider donating more 
than one complete bag 

 Send an email to OLQPThanksgiving@gmail.com to sign 
up to help with a complete meal  

 Please see the bulletin if you wish to donate money in-
stead 

 Drop off non-perishables in Father Ray Hall by no later 
than Thursday, November 20 

 Drive by and drop off frozen turkeys, fresh pies, and po-
tatoes, at the Trunk Pop Food Collection, on Saturday,           
Nov 22nd, 9am—5pm, and Sunday, November 23rd, 
9am—6pm (volunteers will be available to unload) 

 

”The Fixings” for a complete basket (bag) includes ALL of the 
following:  

• One bag of 1 lb. white rice or  one box of stuffing  

• One can of corn and one can of green beans 

• One pie, homemade or store bought (fresh, NOT frozen) 

• One Frozen TURKEY 10-15 lbs. preferred, (NOT fresh ) 

• Five lbs. bag of fresh potatoes 

• One can of cranberry sauce  

• Two boxes of corn bread 

• Two boxes of mac and cheese 

• Two jars/cans of gravy 

• One can of sweet potato or yams  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 To volunteer go to: https://tinyurl.com/OLQPVATURKEY 
OR click the QR Code above 

 NOVEMBER 1 THROUGH 20— Shop to buy the nonper-
ishable items for the meals (will be reimbursed) 

 SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 & 23: 

 - Drive by Father Ray Hall and drop off frozen tur-
keys,  fresh pies, and potatoes 

 - Come to Father Ray Hall and help receive  

 DONATIONS and deliver food 

 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24 – Help DISTRIBUTE Thanksgiv-
ing food bags 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Please contact Sally Diaz-Wells,  

sdiazwells@olqpva.org with any questions. 

 

PROGRAMA DE OLQP DE CONSTRUIR UNA CESTA PARA EL DÍA 
DE ACCIÓN DE GRACIAS AYUDE A “CONSTRUIR UNA CESTA DE 

COMIDA PARA EL DÍADE ACCIÓN DE GRACIAS” 

SE NECESITAN PERSONAS VOLUNTARIAS Y  

ARTÍCULOS PARA LAS CESTAS 

 

¡DONE ARTÍCULOS PARA LAS CESTAS PARA ALIMENTAR A 
UNA FAMILIA EL DÍA DE ACCIÓN DE GRACIAS! 

• Done tantos artículos como estén al alcance de sus  

 posibilidades o una “cesta” (bolsa) completa 

• Si su presupuesto se lo permite, por favor considere  

 donar más de una cesta completa 

• Mande un correo electrónico a  

 OLQPThanksgiving@gmail.com para apuntarse  

 para ayudar donando una comida completa 

• Por favor vea el boletín si desea donar dinero en vez 

• Traiga artículos no perecederos a Father Ray Hall para la 
fecha límite del jueves, 20 de noviembre.  

• Venga en su auto y deje los pavos congelados, papas y pas-
teles en la colecta el sábado 23 de noviembre, de 9am a 
5pm y el domingo, 24 de noviembre, de 9am a 6pm 
(tendremos personas voluntarias para descargar) 

 

“Los complementos” para tener una cesta (bolsa) completa 
incluye TODOS los artículos siguientes: 

• Una bolsa de 1 lb. de arroz blanco o una caja de relleno 

• Una lata de maíz y una lata de habichuelas verdes  

• Un pastel, hecho en casa o del mercado (fresco, NO conge-
lado) 

• Un PAVO congelado de 10-15 libras preferentemente (NO 
fresco)  

• Una bolsa de 5 lbs. de papas frescas 

• Una lata de salsa de arándanos (cranberry) 

• Dos cajas de pan de maíz  

• Dos cajas de mac & cheese 

• Dos pomos/latas de salsa (gravy) 

• Una lata de boniatos/camotes  

 

SE NECESITAN PERSONAS VOLUNTARIAS 

• Para ofrecerse de voluntaria/o vaya a: https://tinyurl.com/
OLQPVATURKEY O haga clic en el código QR abajo 

• Del 1ro al 22 de noviembre – Vaya de compras para com-
prar los artículos no perecederos para las comidas (se le 
devolverá su dinero a los compradores voluntarios) 

• SÁBADO/DOMINGO, 23 Y 24 DE NOVIEMBRE: 

 Conduzca a Father Ray Hall y entregue los pavos 
 congelados, los pasteles y las papas  

 Venga a Father Ray Hall y ayude a recibir las  

 DONACIONES y a entregar la comida 

• LUNES, 24 DE NOVIEMBRE — Ayude a DISTRIBUIR las cestas 
de comida 

¡MUCHAS GRACIAS POR SU APOYO! 

Contacte a Sally Díaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olqpva.org  8/12 
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November is the month of All Saints and All Souls and it’s also 

Black Catholic History Month. The National Black Catholic Clergy 

Caucus in July 1990 designated November as Black Catholic 

History Month to celebrate the long history and proud heritage of 

Black Catholics. OLQP Minkisi ministry offers this second article in 

a five-Sunday series in November written by African American/ 

Black Catholic leaders.  ~ ~ ~ 

An excerpt of “Black Catholics, Synodality, and the 

Power of the Common Good” by Daryl Grigsby.  

The full article can be found in the Black Catholic Messenger 

newsletter, November 4, 2025.  Black Catholics, synodality, 

and the power of the common good. 

Pope Francis set in motion the synodal process for the global 

Catholic church to listen and discern, and from that foundation, to 

enhance our mission in the world. Millions of Catholics 

participated from around the world. Poland, Tanzania, New 

Zealand, Peru, Trinidad, Brazil, Germany, the United States, 

Nigeria, Scotland—in fact, virtually every nation where Catholics 

reside.  

…I believe that the synodal process—particularly when informed 

by the Black Catholic experience of exclusion, perseverance, 

determination, joy, and the quest for human dignity—gives hope 

during these difficult times in America. The government has 

unleashed a level of racism, cruelty, and injustice that many of us 

believed were a thing of the nation’s past. They are back with a 

vengeance. Masked men wrestling innocent wives and mothers to 

the ground, oligarchs firing Black federal officials with impunity, 

despots declaring war on Black history, menaces abandoning the 

poor, and bishops praising as hero, saint, and martyr a man 

whose racist diatribes were chilling. We live in hard times. 

Yet, hard times are not new to Black Catholics. We still await our 

first African-American beatus or saint, as we watch the 

canonization of 15-year old Carolo Acutis. We have waited 

decades longer for a saint than the young Italian was even alive. 

Our bishops, with some remarkable exceptions, seem deaf to 

issues of racial justice. Approximately 60% of our fellow White 

Catholics in America voted for a presidential ticket that to this day 

spews racist rhetoric, the likes of which we have not seen from 

the White House in decades. 

…The synod’s final document is 50 pages long, with 155 separate 

conclusions. One of them, #47, has profound implications for 

Black Catholics, and all Catholics for whom Christ is more 

important than race or nation. 

“Practised with humility, the synodal style enables the Church to 

be a prophetic voice in today’s world… We live in an age marked 

by ever increasing inequalities…increasing autocratic and 

dictatorial tendencies… The temptation can be to resolve conflicts 

by force rather than by dialogue. Authentic practices of synodality 

enable Christians to be a critical and prophetic voice over against 

the prevailing culture. In this way, we can offer a distinctive 

contribution in the search for answers to the many challenges 

faced by our contemporary societies in building the common 

good.” (“For A Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and 

Mission”, par. 47) 

This paragraph speaks to the Black Catholic experience in America 

today. It calls us to be humble, to dialogue and listen, to speak 

our truth, and out of that discernment to stand forcefully against 

injustice…It also affirms the cornerstone of Catholic social 

teaching: the common good…  

Black Catholics may draw upon a rich legacy as we discern our 

own distinctive contributions. There is Dr. Patricia Grey (formerly 

M. Martin de Porres Grey in the Sisters of Mercy), who at 25 

worked against racist and patriarchal obstacles to create the 

National Sisters’ Conference.  There is Daniel Rudd, who created 

the first Black Catholic newspaper in America and the Colored 

Catholic Congress. In modern times, Fr. Bryan Massingale, Dr. 

Ansel Augustine, [Sr.] Patty Chappell of the Sisters of Notre Dame 

deNamur, Dr. Cynthia Bailey Manns, Alessandra Harris, and Gloria 

Purvis are also but a few of the many African-American Catholics 

who are humble and prophetic voices for the gospel, justice, and 

human dignity. ~ 

Daryl Grigsby is the author of “Catholics for the Common Good: 

An Eternal Offering.” He is on the board of directors for Color Me 

Human and has a Master’s in Pastoral Studies from Seattle 

University’s School of Theology and Ministry.” 
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