
OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE CHURCH  
March 10, 2024 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

NUESTRA SEÑORA REINA DE LA PAZ  

10 de marzo de 2024 
 

Cuarto domingo de Cuaresma 

Welcome to OLQP Catholic Church! 
¡Bienvenidos a OLQP Iglesia Católica! 

 

Contact / Contacto: 
 2700 19th St S, Arlington VA  22204 
 703-979-5580, office@olqpva.org 
Office Hours  
Horas de oficina  
 Monday-Friday — 8:30am to 4:30pm 
 Lunes a viernes – 8:30am a 4:30pm 
 

Website / sitioweb:  
 www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org 
 

Live Stream Mass Schedule: 
Horario de Misas de transmisión en directo: 
March 9-10— 6pm and 1pm Spanish 
9-10 marzo— 6pm y 1pm en español 

 DECLARACIÓN DE MISIÓN DE OLQP 
La parroquia de la iglesia católica Nuestra Señora 
Reina de la Paz se dedica a dar testimonio de las 
enseñanzas de Jesucristo, especialmente el 
Evangelio de San Mateo, Capítulo 25:21-46. Nuestra 
misión es nutrir el espíritu y alentar el potencial de 
aquellos a quienes servimos a través de la 
celebración litúrgica, labores educativas y 
ministerios sociales. La parroquia continuará 
identificándose con su origen como una comunidad 
afro-americana, pero reflejando una congregación 
multi-étnica y continuará promoviendo la armonía 
racial y la justicia social. Si bien es cierto que 
nuestro enfoque principal es la vecindad 
comunitaria, continuaremos trabajando para 
proveer por el bienestar de los más necesitados en 
general. Es así como nos esforzamos para hacer de 
nuestra comunidad parroquial una familia que 
comparte y se preocupa por sus miembros. 

OLQP MISSION STATEMENT 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church is dedicated 
to witnessing the teachings of Jesus Christ, especially 
the Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 25:31-46. Our 
mission is to nurture the spirit and to encourage the 
potential of those we serve through liturgical celebra-
tion, educational endeavors and social ministries. The 
parish will continue to identify with its origin as a Black 
parish. As a multi-ethnic congregation we will seek to 
promote racial harmony and social justice. While our 
primary focus is within the immediate community, we 
will also work to provide for the well-being of the 
downtrodden everywhere. In this we strive for our 
parish community to be a caring, sharing, and loving 
family. 

Masses / Misas: 
 Weekdays / Días laborables: 
  Mon-Thu 12pm / lunes a jueves 12pm 
      Fri. 6pm / viernes 6pm 

Weekend Mass Schedule / 
 Horario de misas de fin de semana:  
  Saturday Vigil — 5:30pm 

  Misa de vigilia sábados - 5:30 pm  

  Sundays  — 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:15am, 

  1:00pm (Spanish) & 6:00pm (Young Adult) 

  Domingos — 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am, 

  1:00 pm (español) y 6:00 pm (Misa de  

  jóvenes adultos) 

 

THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU LENTEN RECONCILIATION PROGRAM 
The Sacrament of Penance is offered  

each Wednesday evening during Lent from 6:30 to 8pm. 
At the same time, Reconciliation Service or Sung Stations of the Cross  

will be offered in the church . 
Sung Stations of the Cross (in English): 7 pm –  March 20 

Family Reconciliation Service:  6:30 pm --  March 13 
Holy Hour:  Thursday, March 21 -  7:00 pm 

 

LA LUZ ESTÁ ENCENDIDA PARA TI PROGRAMA 
 DE RECONCILIACIÓN DE CUARESMA 

El Sacramento de la Penitencia se ofrece todos los miércoles  
por la noche durante la Cuaresma de 6:30 a 8pm (excepto el 27 de marzo).  

Al mismo tiempo, se ofrecerá  el Servicio de reconciliación o el Vía Crucis  
cantado en la iglesia. 

El Vía Crucis cantado (en inglés):  7 pm —   20 de marzo 
Servicio de reconciliación para familias: 6:30 pm — 13 de marzo 

Hora santa: 21 de marzo - 7:00pm 

For God so 
loved the 

world 
that he gave 
his only son. 
        John 3:16 

Porque 
tanto amó 

Dios al 
mundo, que 
le entregó a 

su Hijo 
único. 

       Juan 3,16  

THIS WEEKEND’S SECOND COLLECTION: 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES 
 

SEGUNDA COLECTA DE ESTE FIN DE SEMANA: 

SERVICIOS CATÓLICOS DE AYUDA (CRS) 



SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION / PREPARACIÓN SACRAMENTAL 

Baptism / Bautizo: 
 Please email Baptism Coordinator Mary Ann Suhocki, 
     baptism@olqpva.org. 
 Por favor mande un correo electrónico a la coordinadora de los  
     bautizos, Mary Ann Suhocki, baptism@olqpva.org.  
 

Marriage Preparation/ Preparación para el matrimonio: 
 Please contact the parish office at least six months before your 
 wedding date to complete requirements. 
 Por favor llame a la oficina de la parroquia seis meses antes  
 de su matrimonio para completar todos los requisitos. 
 

Reconciliation / Reconciliación—Confesión: 
Fr. Ray Hall Library 

Biblioteca Fr. Ray Hall 
Sat, 4:45-5:15 pm, Wed, 6:30-8 pm during Lent & by appointment. 

Los sábados: 4:45-5:15 pm, Los miércoles: 6:30-8 pm durante 
la Cuaresma y por cita previa. 

 

 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS / COLECTAS DEL DOMINGO 
Sunday Collection / Colecta del pasado domingo:  $9,835 

Faith Direct (February Average /  
promedio del mes de febrero):  $13,667 

 

WORD & EUCHARIST MISSALETTE/ 
MISAL PALABRA Y EUCARISTÍA  

Today’s readings can be found on page 184 
Las lecturas de hoy se encuentran en la página 185 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE / PLAZO PARA EL BOLETÍN  
Wednesdays 9am — office@olqpva.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
CUARTO DOMINGO DE CUARESMA 

2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23 (32B); Ephesians 2:4-10;  John 3:14-21 
2 Crónicas 36:14-16, 19-23 (32B); Efesios 2,4-10; Juan 3,14-21 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
QUINTO DOMINGO DE CUARESMA 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 (35B); Hebrews 5:7-9;  John 12:20-33 
Jeremías 31:31-34 (35B); Hebreos 5:7-9; Juan 12,20-23 

  

MASS INTENTIONS, MARCH 9-15 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

INTENCIONES DE LAS MISAS, 9-15 MARZO 
CUARTO DOMINGO DE CUARESMA 

Saturday, March 9th 
5:30 pm Saul Carrasquillo (D) by the Carrasquillo family 

Sunday, March 10th 
8:00 am Ruth Savatore (D) by the Mackey family 

9:30 am for Doug DeBruyn (D) by Mike & Mary Ray 
11:15 am Dan Mason (D) by Mark Ciavarella 

1:00 pm Sergio Enrique Ayala Alfaro (D)  
by Dina de Ayala, children & family 

6:00 pm for the parish 
Monday, March 11th 

12:00 pm Patricia Harris (D) by Susan Harris 
Tuesday, March 12th 

12:00 pm Thelma Adams & family (L) by the Minkisi Committe 
Wednesday, March 13th 

12:00 pm Claire Randall (D) by Joe Moore 
Thursday, March 14th 

12:00 pm Dr. Jay Mueller (D) by friends of the family 
Friday, March 15th 

11:00 am - Funeral Mass - Genevieve Timpane 
6:00 pm Joseph & Verna Gregos (D) by Kris Gregos 
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OUR  SICK  AND  HOMEBOUND  STRENGTHEN  US / 
NUESTROS ENFERMOS Y CONFINADOS NOS FORTALECEN 

PLEASE PRAY FOR / POR FAVOR OREMOS POR:  Suri Barahona, 
Sheila Betit, Grace Bialecki, Cindy Bianga, Francis Bilgera, Joseph 
Leopold Bissonnette, Precious Bowens, April Brassard, Dave 
Brassard, Evie Brown, Lynne Burgh, Brody Carroll, Louise 
Chambers, Carmen Rosa Claure, Chris Comer, Jeff Cory, Adele 
Crump, Mary DaLuca, Cheryl Darby, Jim Davis, Adrienne DiCerbo, 
Patricia “Pat” Dowd, Calista Downey, Tim Felker, Irene Fitzpatrick, 
Elizabeth (Bunny) Foster, Yevette Francois, Allison Fratus, Anne 
Fullerton, Joseph Funk, Iva Futrell, Karen Gammache, Trishann 
Ganley, Francine Gemmill, Jean Giambalvo, Fred Gladbach, Nancy 
Gormley, Yolanda Gregorio, Melanie Guitreaux, Joe Harrington, 
Harris Family, Sally Harrs, Linda Hawkins, Clare Hayden, Dee Hickey, 
Patrick Hynes, Lillian Jay, Pat Johnson, Sharon Jourdan, William 
Kahl, Ruth Klarman, Carmen Andrea Lara, Patrick Lawrey, John 
Lawyer, Kathleen Love, Lidia Montero Lopez, Olga MacKenzie, Wil 
McBride, Stefan McGuigan, Martha Gladys Medina, Maria 
Magdalena Medrano de Ventura, Eileen Melia, Frances Mierzwa, 
Arthur Miller, Mary Miller, Yvonne Mockler, Carmen Montijo, 
Dorothy Moran, Rosemary Morrisey, Luis R. Muñoz, Chelsea 
Murray, Connie Murray, Paul Murray, Dorothy Myrtle, Mario Amel 
Najarro,  Julie O’Brien, Peggy O’Brien, Patrick Ogden, Carol Pacello, 
Roy Paco, Neil Parent, Catherine Parr, Mary Pasquarella, Mark 
Pazich, Minnie Pazich, Paul Ramirez, Santos Ramirez, Jeanna 
Reynolds, Jacob and Jaxson Rivera, Maritza Roldan, Marco Cristiaan 
Rufolo-Roger, Josefina Salgado, Carolyn Santos, Jane Shepard, 
Mary Shookhoff, Donna Smith, Jeffrey Smith, Mary E. Smith, Lora 
Smolenski, Eva Souza, Grace Starbird, Nina Stewart, Michael Arthur 
Sweat, Carmelita and Roy Tucker, Nancy Urquizo, Stephen Utley, 
Alma Reyes Valentin, Carina Vaquez, Robin Vogel, Robert & 
Maureen Wallace, Kate Witkowski, Lauren Wolfe, Mary Woods, 

OLQP PARISH STAFF / PERSONAL DE LA PARROQUIA  

Pastor / Párroco:  Fr. Tim Hickey, CSSp, thickey@olqpva.org 

Parochial Vicar / Párroco Asociado:  Fr. Martin Vu, CSSp, 

 mvu@olqpva.org 

Ministerio Latino:  Fr. Joseph Nangle, OFM, 

 j.nangleofm@yahoo.com 

Deacon / Diácono:  Dcn. Tony Remedios, tremedios@olqpva.org  
  

   Parish Office / Oficina parroquial 

Business Manager / Gerente de Negocios:  Christina Kozyn, 

 ckozyn@olqpva.org 

Social Justice & Outreach Minister / Ministro de Justicia Social y  

Acercamiento (bilingüe):  Sally Díaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olqpva.org 

Youth & Young Adult Minister / Ministro de Adolescentes y Jóvenes Adultos:  

 Rebecca Grant Jenkins, rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org 

Faith Formation Director / Director de Formación de Fe (bilingϋe):  

 Cecilia López Oetgen, clopez@olqpva.org 

Faith Formation  Assistant: Tom Parisi, tparisi@olqpva.org  

Office Manager (bilingϋe):  Ligia Loza, lloza@olqpva.org 

Administrative Support:  

    Jeannette Gantz Daly, jgantzdaly@olqpva.org 

    Mike Leahy, mleahy@olqpva.org 

Maintenance Department Support (bilingϋe):   

 Mel Cabrera, mlvncabrera@gmail.com 

 Michael Hill, mgdvet53155@yahoo.com 

 Zulema Ramallo 

mailto:tparisi@olqpva.org


A Consistent Ethic of Life Catholic Community 

JUST A THOUGHT...OR TWO…  

And Happy International Woman’s Day and Woman’s 

Month! 

“For God so loved the world”…one could argue that these 

words that we hear in today’s Gospel set up for us for all that 

follows in the Gospel of John -- all of Jesus’ words and 

healings and miracles…everything.  Yes, even the cross or 

should I say, “especially the cross”!   

In the Gospel of John everything needs to be viewed and 

understood through this reality: that all of God’s saving 

actions have happened, and continue to happen, precisely 

because God so deeply and passionately loves us and loves 

this world!   

I know you hear me say this over and over again, but please 

understand this is the reason that I do what I do.  It is why I 

am still here today…to share this amazing truth that each 

one of you are deeply and passionately loved by God…just as 

you are!    

Now, I could do a reading of today’s text using strictly a 

historical critical methodology or perhaps the textual critical 

method or even a sociological methodology, but all of them 

fail in the awesomeness -- yes, I just said “awesomeness” -- 

of this reality that God is, above all else, love!  Yes, the very 

essence of that Divinity which created all that exists…is 

love!  And we are the object of that Love!   

Imagine what our lives could look like if each one of us lived 

as if we were the “beloved of God”!  So in this fourth week of 

Lent it may seem peculiar in the midst of all of the suffering 

in the world, in the midst of our own pain and sorrow to talk 

of God’s audacious love for us.  But I think not.   

Yes, in the midst of all of the pain and suffering, in the midst 

of wars and injustices of the world and of our lives, we need, 

very much, to reflect on how deeply and passionately we are 

love by God!   

In the midst of our Lenten prayer, fasting and almsgiving we 

need to ask ourselves “why,”…why am I praying, why am I 

fasting and why am I giving alms…because I am so deeply 

and passionately loved by God?  What do I have to do to 

open my heart wider to God’s love for me?  Do I really 

believe that God loves all people equally…even my 

enemies?   

How can I share God’s deep and passionate love for all 

human beings with others?  Based on God’s love for all of us, 

how do I respond to situations of subtle or outright racism, 

bigotry, or misogyny? How do I respond to anti- LGBTQ 

words or actions or anti-immigrant and refugee words and 

actions or just plain selfishness and refusal to care for “the 

other” as a child of God?  And through what environmentally 

conscious acts can I show my understanding that God’s love 

is for all of creation?  

As we just celebrated International Women’s Day on Friday 

and celebrate Women’s History Month, this month, how do I 

celebrate and give thanks for the lives, the gifts and talents 

of the all the women in my life and all the women down 

through history, and today, who have, in both large ways and 

in small ways, “leaned in” and “persisted” in the face of 

misogyny and abuse, and have made our lives and this world 

a better place?  To all women, young and not so young, 

thank you, for all you have done and all you continue to 

do!  Thank You!  

Lenten blessings,  
Fr. Tim 

 

2024 BISHOP’S LENTEN APPEAL (BLA) 
BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW 

This weekend each household is asked to make a BLA 
pledge or gift. This appeal provides an opportunity to 
unite as a Catholic family to support programs, 
ministries and services helping tens of thousands of 
people. After reflecting upon God’s blessings to you, 
please consider a pledge to the 
BLA. Each donation is vital to the 
success of the appeal and the 
important work that it funds. You 
may complete a pledge card at 
Mass, mail in your pledge, go online 
to  
www.arlingtondiocese.org/BLA  
or scan the QR code. 

LA PETICIÓN CUARESMAL DEL OBISPO DE 2024 
HE AQUÍ QUE YO HARÉ NUEVAS TODAS LAS COSAS 

Este fin de semana se pide a cada familia que haga una promesa 
de contribución o una donación a la Petición Cuaresmal del 
Obispo. Esta Petición nos ofrece la oportunidad de unirnos como 
familia católica para apoyar las programas, ministerios y servicios 
de ayuda a decenas de miles de personas. Después de reflexionar 
sobre las bendiciones que Dios les ha dado, 
piensen en la posibilidad de hacer una 
promesa de contribución a la Petición 
Cuaresmal del Obispo. Para hacer una 
ofrenda pueden llenar la tarjeta 
correspondiente durante la Misa, enviarla por 
correo postal, hacer la ofrenda en línea en  
www.arlingtondiocese.org/BLA o escanear el 
código QR que aparece a continuación: 
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 Tickets for the Confirmation Lasagna Dinner, March 
16th   will be on sale at all Masses, March 9th & 10th or 
online: LASAGNA.  Tickets are $10 for adults, $8 
dollars for kids, and $25 for families of four in the 
same household. Seating limited, get your tickets this 
weekend! Proceeds will go to support our sister 
parish community at St. Joseph’s in Medor, Haiti.  

 

 
CARPENTER'S SHELTER DINNER, Thursday, March 21 
This month's dinner is fried or baked chicken, veggie 
entree, mac & cheese, biscuits & honey, green salad, fruit, 
brownies and lemonade. Contributions can be brought to 
the Parish Office 8:30-4:30, Monday-Friday the week of 
dinner, or Fr. Ray Hall kitchen on the day of dinner 4:30-
5:00pm. Please label food with date and description and 
place it in the refrigerator, freezer or counter. If delivering 
directly to the Shelter (930 N. Henry Street in Alexandria), 
label food the same and add our church name & 
"dinner". If you are a new contributor, or have a question, 
please contact Mary Resnick, 703-462-4841, 
mary.resnick@gmail.com. Thank you! 

 
FOOD PANTRY -- This weekend is the parish Food 
Collection for our busy food pantry. If you were unable to 
shop, please consider dropping off donations anytime 
during the week or make a monetary donation on our 
website (www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org >> Donate >> 
Donate >> OLQP Food Pantry (one-time gift).  Thank you 
for your continued support. 

 
OLIVEWOOD HANDMADE CARVINGS  

FROM THE HOLY LAND 
On the weekend of March 16-17 there will be a display of 
beautiful olivewood handmade carvings from the Holy 
Land in our church. These carvings are made by the 
Christians of Bethlehem who use them as their main source 
of income. These brothers and sisters of ours are enduring 
hardships especially now because of the volatile situation 
in their home country. Christians in the Holy Land used to 
be more than 37% of the population. There is less than 1% 
now! As Christians of faith, it is our duty to support our 
brothers and sisters in Bethlehem. You can support them 
by purchasing some of these beautiful carvings after mass. 
For more information, please visit 
www.BethlehemCarvings.org. 

 
2024 PARISH ADVISORY BOARD (PAB) ELECTION 

Voting concludes this weekend at 7:30pm Sunday 
envening., March 10, for the Parish Advisory Board (PAB). 
Parishioners are highly encouraged to vote 
electronically  via the QR code (below) or the link https://
forms.gle/Vavcf8ZDyBWyjyDi7, or by paper ballot, which 
can be found in the sanctuary. Please vote only once, for 
up to six candidates. Candidate profiles are in the Feb 24-
25 bulletin online at the parish website. If 
you cannot vote electronically or in-
person via paper ballot, please call or 
email Christine Ng (chrisbng@gmail.com; 
617-869-5671) to receive a mail-in ballot.  

Las entradas para la COMIDA DE LASAÑA patrocinada por 
la clase de Confirmación estarán a la venta después de 
Misa hoy. Este es un evento para toda la parroquia, para 
todas las personas. 
Por favor contacte a Rebecca, Directora del Ministerio de 
adolescentes si está interesada/o en participar. 
rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org 
 

 
 

LA CENA REFUGIO DEL CARPINTERO es el jueves, 21 de 
marzo Nuestra cena este mes es pollo asado o frito, vegetales, 
mac & cheese, panecillos y miel, ensalada verde, frutas, brownies 
y limonada.Puede llevar la comida a la oficina de la parroquia de 
lunes a viernes, durante las horas de trabajo de 8:30 a 4:30pm, o 
a la cocina de Fr. Ray Hall el día de la comida de 4:30 a 5:00pm. 
Por favor identifique la comida con la fecha y la descripción y 
póngala en el refrigerador, congelador o mostrador. Si lleva la 
contribución directamente al Refugio (930 N. Henry Street en 
Alexandria), identifique la comida de la misma manera y añada el 
nombre de nuestra iglesia y “dinner”. Si es la primera vez que 
contribuye o tiene alguna pregunta, por favor contacte a Mary 
Resnick, 703-462-4841, mary.resnick@gmail.com. ¡Gracias! 

 
 

LA DESPENSA DE ALIMENTOS – Este fin de semana es el fin 
de semana para recoger alimentos para nuestra atareada 
despensa. Si no pudo ir de compras, por favor considere traer 
donaciones durante la semana o donar dinero en nuestro sitio 
web (www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org >> Donate >> Donate >> 
OLQP Food Pantry (one-time gift).  Gracias por su continuo 
apoyo. 

 
 

TALLADOS DE MADERA DE OLIVOS DE LA TIERRA SANTA 
El fin de semana del 16 al 17 de marzo va a haber una exposición 
en nuestra iglesia de tallados de la Tierra Santa de madera de 
olivos muy bonitos hechos a mano. Estos tallados son la forma de 
ganarse la vida de las personas cristianas de Belén. Estas 
hermanas y hermanos están pasando por malos momentos por la 
situación volátil de su país. Las personas cristianas en la Tierra 
Santa solían ser más del 37% de la población, ¡y ahora son menos 
del 1%! Como personas cristianas de fe, les animamos a apoyar a 
nuestras hermanas y hermanos en Belén. Pueden apoyarlos 
comprando algunos de estos bellos tallados después de Misa. 
Para obtener más información, por favor visite 
www.BethlehemCarvings.org. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

NUESTRA SEÑORA REINA DE LA PAZ 2024  

PARISH ADVISORY BOARD (PAB) ELECCIÓN 
La elección de la PAB va a ser los fines de semana del 2-3 de 

marzo y del 9-10 de marzo. Usted puede usar esta boleta o votar 

en línea empezando el sábado, 2 de marzo a las 4:00 pm hasta el 

domingo, 10 de marzo a las 7:30 pm. El enlace va a estar 

disponible en https://forms.gle/Vavcf8ZDyBWyjyDi7 o puede 

escanear este código QR con su teléfono 

inteligente: 

Se les pide a los feligreses que voten por hasta 

SEIS (6) candidatos en línea o usando una 

boleta de papel en Misa. 

Una comunidad católica con una ética consistente con la vida 
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DE LAS TINIEBLAS HACIA LA LUZ 
Retiro cuaresmal en español por el Padre José Nangle, OFM, el 
martes, 12 de marzo de 6:30 pm a 8:00 pm. Incluye un 
pequeño refrigerio. En su mensaje cuaresmal este año, el Papa 
Francisco trata varios valores entremezclados que pueden 
formar parte de nuestras oraciones y reflexiones durante estos 
días. Estos serán los temas para nuestro retiro cuaresmal:  
Pausa, Libertad, Lucha, Decisiones comunitarias. 

 
PLATO DE ARROZ CRS – ¿Cómo anda la cosa con su Plato de 
arroz? ¿Qué ha aprendido? Conecte con Evita en Indonesia y su 
grupo de Preparación ante catástrofes. Rezamos por ella y por 
todas las personas afectadas por los desastres naturales. Lea la 
historia en crsricebowl.org. Nos alegra que forme parte de esta 
jornada. 

 
 

VÍA CRUCIS CANTADO 
Venga a refrescar su alma durante la Cuaresma con el Vía 
Crucis cantado. En estilo musical de Taize, este Vía Crucis le 
invita a orar el Vía Crucis con reflexiones profundas y un 
estribillo meditativo. El Vía Crucis cantado se va a ofrecer 
miércole – 20 de marzo – a las 7 pm en la iglesia y en 
transmisión en directo en YouTube y FaceBook page. Se va a 
ofrecer la Reconciliación de 6:30 a 8 pm. Para obtener más 
información, contacte a Monica Perz-Waddington –
 monica.perz@verizon.net. 

 
COMPROMISO AL SERVICIO 

Jesús se levantó mientras cenaba, se quitó el manto…echó agua 
en un recipiente. Luego se puso a lavarles los pies a sus 
discípulos y se los secaba con la toalla. …y dijo ‘¿Entienden lo 
que he hecho con ustedes? Les he dado un ejemplo, para que 
hagan lo mismo que yo hice con ustedes’”. – Juan 13 
Durante la temporada de Cuaresma, comprométase a seguir el 
ejemplo de servicio de Jesús. Por favor lleve una de las tarjetas 
moradas de Compromiso al servicio que están en la parte 
trasera de la iglesia y reflexione sobre como planea servir. 
Ponga su tarjeta en un lugar que sea un recordatorio diario y 
entonces tráigala el Jueves santo (28 de marzo) como su 
ofrenda del ofertorio.  
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FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT 
Lenten Retreat in Spanish by Father José Nangle, OFM, Tuesday, 
March 12, 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm with light refreshments.  In his 
Lenten message for this year, Pope Francis discusses several 
intermingled values that can inform our prayers and reflections 
during these days.  These will be the topics for this retreat: 
Pause, Freedom, Struggle, Communitarian Decisions. (In Spanish) 

 
CRS RICE BOWL – How are you doing with your Rice Bowl? 
What have you learned?  Connect with Evita in Indonesia and her 
Disaster Preparedness group. We pray for her and all people 
affected by natural disasters. Read the story at crsricebowl.org. 
We are glad you are on the journey. 

 
SUNG STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Come refresh your soul during Lent with the Sung Stations of the 
Cross.  In the musical style of Taize, these unique stations invite 
you to pray along with thoughtful reflections on the Via Crucis 
and join in a meditative refrain.  The Sung Stations will be 
offered on Wednesday -- March 20 -- at 7 pm in the church and 
live streamed at YouTube and FaceBook page.  Reconciliation 
will be offered from 6:30-8 pm. For more information, contact 
Monica Perz-Waddington at monica.perz@verizon.net. 
Here's a link to an article that was written in 2018: 
https://www.catholicherald.com/news/arts/
sung_stations_of_the_cross_at_our_lady,_queen_of_peace/ 

 
COMMITMENT TO SERVICE 

Jesus rose from supper and took off his outer garments…Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and dry them with the towel from around his waist….Then he 
said to them, “Do you realize what I have done for you? I have 
given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you 
should also do.” -- John 13 
During the upcoming season of Lent, commit to following Jesus’ 
example of service.  Please take a purple Commitment to Service 
card from the back of church and reflect on how you plan to 
serve.  Keep your card in a place where you will be reminded 
daily and then bring it back on Holy Thursday (March 28) as your 
offertory gift. 

EASTER FLOWER MEMORIALS 
We invite you to remember a deceased family member with 
an Easter Flower Memorial, to be published in the Easter 
bulletin, March 31.  Please send an email request to Christina 
at office@olqpva.org with the information below (Easter 
Flower Memorial in the subject line) or complete this form, 
check payable to Our Lady Queen of Peace Church (donation 
amount is at your discretion) and send to the parish office 
(attention Christina) by Monday, March 25.  Donations can 
also be made through Faith Direct — please remember to also 
send an email to office@olqpva.org.  (FaithDirect.net, parish 
code VA271, select “general donation” with notation “flower 
memorial”.)  Remember the deadline is Mon., March 25. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIALES DE FLORES DE PASCUA DE 
RESURRECCIÓN 

Les invitamos a recordar a un familiar fallecido con un 
Memorial de la Flor de Pascua, que se publicará en el boletín 
del Domingo de Pascua el 31 de marzo.  Envíe una solicitud por 
correo electrónico a Christina a office@olqpva.org con la 
información a continuación (Easter Flower Memorial en la 
línea de asunto) o complete este formulario, cheque pagadero 
a Our Lady Queen of Peace Church (la cantidad de la donación 
queda a su discreción) y envíelo a la oficina parroquial 
(atención Christina) antes del lunes, 25 de marzo. Las 
donaciones también se pueden hacer a través de Faith Direct, 
pero recuerde enviar también un correo electrónico. 
(FaithDirect.net, código parroquial VA271, seleccione “general 
donation” con la anotación “flower memorial”.) Recuerde que 
la fecha límite es el lunes, 25 de marzo. 

Honoring / En honor de: _______________________________________________________ 

Requested by / A petición de: ___________________________________________________ 

Donation / Donativo:  $________________________________________________________ 

http://crsricebowl.org
https://www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/
https://m.facebook.com/OLQPArlington/
mailto:monica.perz@verizon.net
http://crsricebowl.org
https://www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/
https://m.facebook.com/OLQPArlington/
mailto:monica.perz@verizon.net
https://www.catholicherald.com/news/arts/sung_stations_of_the_cross_at_our_lady,_queen_of_peace/
https://www.catholicherald.com/news/arts/sung_stations_of_the_cross_at_our_lady,_queen_of_peace/
mailto:office@olqpva.org
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STONE SOUP SUPPER SERIES 
Our annual series continues Friday, March 15, with 6pm daily 
mass followed by a modest meal and then a speaker beginning 
promptly at 7pm.  Michele Change will lead an interactive talk 
with group discussions on “the history of Lent.”  If you need a 
refresher or just want to hear a different take on what Lent has 
to offer, come join us for a wonderful evening.  Join us Friday 
in Father Ray Hall after 6pm daily Mass. 

 
LENTEN QUIET PRAYER 

Pause and praise in OLQP Minkisi’s “Lenten Quiet Prayer,” a 
brief virtual scripture prayer time with gospel music, 
Wednesday, March 20, 1:00-1:20 pm. For registration to the 
Zoom, send your name and phone # to Cecilia Braveboy, 
JISAAC3@VERIZON.NET by Sunday, March 17.  

 
Join OLQP’s Ministry of Welcome 

USHER/GREETER MINISTRY 
St. Paul instructed the assembled Community to “welcome one 
another as Christ has welcomed you, to the glory of 
God.” (Romans 15:7)  
Ushers welcome the faithful, assist with distribution of 
materials, with seating, with visitors and new comers, take up 
the collection and organize and ready the gifts for 
presentation.  They also assist in tidying the church in 
preparation for the next liturgy and place items in the lost and 
found that have been left behind.  Serve each week or on 
occasion at the mass you normally attend.  Arrive 20 minutes 
early for any special instructions; depart 10 minutes after 
Mass. We are recruiting for all Masses.  Please contact Ginny 
Franco vfranco1@verizon.net, 703-919-5763. 

 
ALTAR SERVER MINISTRY – Calling girls, boys, adults! 

We are looking for parishioners to assist the priests during 
Mass as Altar Servers. If you are interested, and you have 
already made your First Communion, contact Kezia Charles 
(KeziaC@gmail.com) and Christina Kozyn 
(CKozyn@olqpva.org). There will be a training for new and 
current Altar Servers on Saturday, March 16, from 2:00pm - 
3:00pm in the church.   Adults and children* are welcome to 
join the ministry!  * Parental consent and contact information 
needed for those under age 18.  

NEWS FROM MEDOR: Electricity powers our everyday 
lives. Many of us awaken to alarm clocks and reach for 
phones, which have charged overnight. We brew coffee and 
open the fridge for the creamer. We flip switches in rooms as 
we pack our work and school bags. Our brothers and sisters 
in Medor awaken and prepare for school or work, too, but 
without electricity, without appliances, without charged 
devices. One element of OLQP’s mission in Haiti is to help 
provide solar energy. Solar energy powers the rectory, which 
allows Father Frantz to use the recently installed satellite 
Internet equipment. He is able to communicate with us and 
others much more easily now. He no longer has to walk an 
hour to the “phone tree” to get an Internet connection.  But, 
a recent assessment of the solar equipment in St. Joseph 
parish found that the rectory is the only location where the 
solar equipment is operational. Solar electricity is no longer 
available in the computer lab, parish clinic, church, and 
convent. We are waiting for a proposal and budget to bring 
solar electricity back to these important 
buildings. As we advance toward Good 
Friday, consider fasting from electricity 
for an hour, in solidarity with our sister 
parish, St. Joseph. Consider supporting 
the Haiti Ministry with your time or 
talent, and with a monetary gift. Thank 
you! God bless!  

 
BISHOP IRETON HIGH SCHOOL'S THEATER ARTS 
DEPARTMENT PRESENTS INTO THE WOODS, March 15, 
16, 22 and 23 at 7pm, and March 17 at 2pm, in Garwood 
Whaley Auditorium at Bishop Ireton High School, 201 
Cambridge Road, Alexandria, VA 22314. Tickets and further 
information available at https://www.bishopireton.org/fine-
arts/theater-arts. 

Online app now available! 

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION - For 10+ years on the 14th 
of every month a cadre of advocates for justice form a 
witness line in front of the National Rifle Association (NRA) 
headquarters on Waples Mill Rd., Fairfax.  All are welcome 
and encouraged to join us on Thursday, March 14 at 
10am.  Many of us wear orange to show our support for gun 
safety laws.  We welcome the presence of others, especially 
people of faith.  We meet on the sidewalk at 11250 Waples 
Mill Rd., Fairfax 22030. 

  Programs that are open to the entire community, but offered in English only. 
Programas que le dan la bienvenida a toda la comunidad, pero que solo se ofrecen en inglés. 

LA PREVENCIÓN DE LA VIOLENCIA CAUSADA POR AR-
MAS DE FUEGO – defensores de la justicia forman una fila de 
testimonio frente a la sede de la National Rifle Association 
(NRA por sus siglas en inglés) en Waples Mill Rd., Fairfax. Se le 
da la bienvenida y se anima a todas las personas a que se unan 
a nosotros  el jueves, 14 de marzo a las 10am. Muchos de no-
sotros vestimos ropa color naranja para demostrar nuestro 
apoyo por las leyes sobre la seguridad de las armas de fuego. 
Apreciamos la presencia de otras personas, especialmente 
personas de fe. Nos reunimos en la acera en 11250 Waples 
Mill Rd., Fairfax 22030. 

mailto:JISAAC3@VERIZON.NET
mailto:vfranco1@verizon.net
mailto:KeziaC@gmail.com
mailto:CKozyn@olqpva.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/201+Cambridge+Road,+Alexandria,+VA+22314?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/201+Cambridge+Road,+Alexandria,+VA+22314?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.bishopireton.org/fine-arts/theater-arts
https://www.bishopireton.org/fine-arts/theater-arts
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Palm Sunday ~ Holy Week ~ Easter 

Palm Sunday Weekend—March 23-24 

Special Mass Schedule 

 5:30pm Vigil Mass, Saturday 

 8am, 9:45am live-streamed, 12noon,   

 2pm in Spanish live-streamed, 6pm 

  

Holy Thursday — March 28 

 7pm Mass live-streamed 

  

Good Friday — March 29 

 Passion of the Lord, Communion Service, 3pm live-streamed 

 Stations of the Cross in Spanish, 6pm 

 Tenebrae (Service in darkness), 8pm live-streamed 

  

Holy Saturday, Easter Vigil — March 30 

 8:30pm live-streamed 

  

Easter Sunday—March 31 

Special Mass Schedule 

 Church:  8am, 9:45am, 12noon live-streamed, 2pm in Spanish live-streamed, 6pm 

 Fr. Ray Hall:  10am and 12:15pm 

 

 

Fin de semana del Domingo de ramos – 23-24 de marzo 

Horario especial de Misas 

 5:30pm Misa de vigilia, sábado  

 8am, 9:45am transmisión en vivo, 12 del mediodía, 2pm en español transmisión en vivo, 6pm 

 

Jueves Santo – 28 de marzo 

 7 pm, Misa transmisión en vivo 

 

Viernes Santo – 29 de marzo 

 Pasión del Señor, Servicio de comunión, 3pm transmisión en vivo 

 Vía Crucis en español, 6pm 

 Servicio en tinieblas, 8pm transmisión en vivo 

 

Sábado Santo, Vigilia de la Pascua –  30 de marzo 

 8:30pm transmisión en vivo 

 

Domingo de Pascua – 31 de marzo 

Horario especial de Misas 

 Iglesia:  8am, 9:45am, 12 del mediodía transmisión en vivo, 2pm en español transmisión en vivo, 6pm 

 Fr. Ray Hall:  10am y 12:15pm  
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Join the OLQP 

         LENTEN CREATION CARE CHALLENGE 
 

PART THREE: FOOD WASTE 

OLQP Integrity of Creation Team 
Contact: Bill Larme, BLARME@msn.com 
For more information, please visit our parish webpage:www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/integrity-of-creation.html 

During Lent, we seek out ways to deepen our practice of discipleship. Fasting and abstinence are two tra-
ditional methods. This year consider fasting from the waste of food. Food waste is a major contributor to en-
vironmental degradation. Reflect on the following facts: 

⧫ 8% of global greenhouse emissions are attributed to food waste 

⧫ 40% of food produced in the Unites States is never eaten. This waste ends up in landfills where 
it poduces methane – a major contributor to climate change 

⧫ 16% of US methane emissions come from food waste 

⧫ US residents waste 24% of the food they buy which is the equivalent of buying 4 bags of grocer-
ies and dropping one in the parking lot. 

⧫ Emissions used in the growing, transporting, cooling, cooking and dumping of uneaten food in 
the US are the equivalent of the emissions of 39 million cars 

 

Ways to reduce your food waste 

 Plan meals and shop mindfully – take inventory of your pantry, refrigerator and freezer before making 
a menu plan. Create a realistic shopping list, recognizing your time and energy available to cook. 

 Store food properly. Know how to extend the life of your food and keep foods that need to be eaten 
soon more visible. 

 Eat what you buy!  

❖ Food is still edible after its “sell by” date. This date only indicates the products’ potential peak 
quality. Many foods last for days after this date. 

❖ Find ways to use leftovers – including having a weekly leftover night (“Fridge Buffet” anyone?) 

❖ Freeze leftovers for another meal 

 Restaurant meals – consider portion sizes before ordering and split orders, if necessary, bring contain-
ers to take home leftovers 

 Compost! Fruit and vegetable peels, bites of leftover food, moldy food, etc. can all be made into ex-
cellent soil for your garden. If you’re willing to share your food scraps AND you live in Arlington, you 
can request a green waste bin and have your food scraps collected curbside on a weekly basis. Learn 
more at the Arlington County website or by clicking this link. 

 Sustainable America has a food waste challenge website with excellent details about all of the above 
and more. https://challenge.ivaluefood.com/toolkit/  

Michelle Knight, Integrity of Creation Team Member 

https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Recycling-and-Trash/Residential/Organics-Waste/Food-Scraps-Collection
https://challenge.ivaluefood.com/toolkit/
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Únase a OLQP  
RETO DE LA CUARESMA  

SOBRE EL CUIDADO DE LA CREACIÓN 

 
PARTE TRES: DESPERDICIO DE COMIDA 

Durante la Cuaresma, buscamos maneras de profundizar nuestra práctica de discipulado. El ayuno y la abstinencia son 

dos maneras tradicionales. Este año considere ayunar del desperdicio de comida. El desperdicio de comida es un contribuyente 
principal a la degradación del medio ambiente. Reflexione sobre los siguientes hechos: 

⧫ 8% de las emisiones globales de gases de efecto invernadero se le atribuye al desperdicio de comida 

⧫ No se come el 40% de la producción de la comida en los Estados Unidos. Este desperdicio acaba en basureros donde 
produce metano – un gran contribuyente al cambio climático 

⧫ 16% de las emisiones de metano en los Estados Unidos provienen del desperdicio de comida 

⧫ Las personas que residen en los Estados Unidos desperdician el 24% de la comida que compran. Esto equivale a comprar 4 
bolsas de alimentos y dejar caer una en el estacionamiento 

⧫ Las emisiones producidas por la cosecha, transportación,  refrigeración, cocción y el verter la comida que no se consume 
en los EE.UU. equivale a la emisión de 39 millones de autos  

 

Maneras de reducir su desperdicio de comida 

 Planee las comidas y compre con conciencia – haga un inventario de su despensa, refrigerador y congelador antes de 

planear el menú. Cree una lista realista de compras, reconociendo el tiempo y la energía que tiene para cocinar.  

 Guarde los alimentos adecuadamente. Sepa como prolongar la vida de los alimentos y ponga los que necesitan ser 

consumidos pronto en un lugar más visible.  

 ¡Coma lo que compra! 

❖ La comida se puede consumir después de la fecha “de venta”. Esta fecha solo indica el potencial máximo de 
calidad. Muchos alimentos duran días después de esta fecha.  

❖ Busque maneras de usar las sobras de la comida – inclusive puede tener una noche semanal para comer las 
sobras. (¿Quién quiere tener un “bufé del refrigerador”?)  

❖ Congele las sobras para otra comida 

 Comidas en restaurantes – considere el tamaño de las porciones antes de ordenar y comparta una orden. Si fuera 

necesario, traiga contenedortes para llevar las sobras a casa 

 ¡Haga abono! La piel de las frutas y la cáscara de los vegetales, restos de comida que quedaron, alimentos enmohecidos , 

etc. pueden convertirse en abono excelente para su huerta. Si está dispuesta/o a compartir sus sobras Y si vive en 
Arlington, usted puede pedir un cubo de basura verde y semanalmente se recogerán sus restos de comida del borde de la 
acera. Aprenda más en el sitio web de Arlington County o haga clic en este enlace .   

 Sustainable America tiene un sitio web que tiene un desafío del desperdicio de alimentos con detalles excelentes sobre 

todo lo anterior y más. https://challenge.ivaluefood.com/toolkit/ 

Michelle Knight, Miembro del Equipo de la integridad de la creación 

OLQP Integrity of Creation Team 
Contact: Bill Larme, BLARME@msn.com 
For more information, please visit our parish webpage:www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/integrity-of-creation.html 

https://challenge.ivaluefood.com/toolkit/
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It is time for US Catholics to take 
significant risks for Gaza 

 
 
See this reality: more than 29,000 Pales-
tinians killed, nearly 70% women and 
children; patterns of torture by Israeli 
soldiers; Israeli hostages killed by their 
own military; a 6-year-old girl 
killed pleading for help in a car; 
a Palestinian Christian mother and 
daughter shot by a sniper; a "plausible" 
genocide, according to the International 
Court of Justice; a mass invasion of Rafah 
in the crosshairs (March 10 deadline giv-
en); generational trauma; and the seeds 
of bitterness for likely ongoing cycles of 
violence. 

Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa of Jerusa-
lem has been constantly crying out for a 
cease-fire, as have Pope Francis and Pal-
estinian Christians, and even more re-
cently the head of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, as well as Cardinal Rob-
ert McElroy of San Diego and Archbishop 
John Wester of Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

The Rev. Munther Isaac from Bethle-
hem cries out: 

If we, as Christians, are not outraged by 
this genocide, by the weaponizing of the 
Bible to justify it, there is something 
wrong with our Christian witness, and 
compromising the credibility of the Gos-
pel! ...  

In our pain, anguish, and lament, we 
have searched for God, and found him 
under the rubble in Gaza. Jesus became 
the victim of the very same violence of 
the Empire. He was tortured. Crucified. 
He bled out as others watched. He was 
killed and cried out in pain — My God, 
where are you?  

In Gaza today, God is under the rubble. 

And so I have felt deeply distressed en-
countering Catholic arguments — from 
politicians to commentators — for send-
ing more destructive weapons to Israel, 
which would continue this mass slaugh-
ter. Most Catholic Congress members, 
and of course our Catholic president, fall 
into this category. This is in the context 
of relative silence by too many other 
Catholic leaders across various sectors of 
society. 

This logic of war and relative silence 
doesn't arise in a vacuum. It is often a 
process of seduction. The seduction may 
arise in part from the myth of redemp-
tive violence, that security is simply root-
ed in militarism, and for others national-
ism.  

Many arguments for more weapons to 
both Israel and Ukraine are based on the 
distorted logic that the "right to defense" 
must primarily mean lethal, mass milita-
rized defense. Yet, where does this logic 
and strategy get us? 

Hundreds of thousands are dead in 
Ukraine, massive generational trauma, 
millions of refugees and internally dis-
placed persons, rampant dehumaniza-
tion, and the perpetuation of cycles of 
violence. 

For those swept up in or seduced by this 
distorted logic, the more recent escala-
tion in Israel then seems like just another 
obvious moment for the same strategy. 
Hamas committed horrible violence on 
Oct. 7. (Netanyahu's strategy to prevent 
a two-state solution has been to prop up 
Hamas).  

Yet, war is not accountability. Retribution 
is not accountability. War is trauma, not 
justice. And the Palestinians have been 
living for years under siege, occupation, 
and apartheid. 

The primary public message from U.S. 
leadership was Israel has a "right to de-
fend itself," which meant here a justifica-
tion for a military strategy of violence. 
Days into the violent response, thou-
sands of Palestinians were killed, includ-
ing in the bombing of hospitals, schools, 
religious sites, refugee camps, etc. Food, 
water and electricity were cut off 
and dehumanizing rhetoric from Israeli 
leadership increased.  

U.S. leadership continued to justify mili-
tary violence while also encouraging Isra-
el to follow international law and try to 
protect civilians. Yet, weeks into the vio-
lent response, more than 10,000 Pales-
tinians were killed with 67% being wom-
en and children, and 80% of the popula-
tion displaced.  

So, U.S. leadership shifted somewhat to 
try to encourage humanitarian aid, nego-
tiated a humanitarian pause and the ex-
change of some prisoners, yet still justify-
ing violence by blocking U.N. resolutions 
for a cease-fire and continuing to send 
weapons to Israel. Nearly five months in, 
now we have nearly 30,000 Palestinians 
killed. 

Calls for the Israeli government to follow 
international law or the rules of war or to 
use proportional violence are at best 
inadequate, and at worst enabling. Even 
if it did, the war would continue, and 
many civilians and others will still be 
killed; trauma and cycles of violence will 
still be generated.  

In fact, the U.S. has called on Israel to do 
this many times over the multiple inva-
sions into Gaza since 2005 and Israel has 
a clear track record of rarely following 
such rules.  

Jesus sets aside and calls us beyond the 
logics of proportional violence (Matthew 

BY ELI MCCARTHY 

https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/12/like-we-were-lesser-humans-gaza-boys-men-recall-israeli-arrests-torture
https://www.democracynow.org/2023/12/21/yuval_abraham_israel_gaza_hostages
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/a-6-year-old-palestinian-girl-was-killed-as-were-the-paramedics-trying-to-rescue-her-by-israeli-tanks/ar-BB1i5fnc
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/a-6-year-old-palestinian-girl-was-killed-as-were-the-paramedics-trying-to-rescue-her-by-israeli-tanks/ar-BB1i5fnc
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/48720
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/48720
https://www.npr.org/2024/01/26/1227078791/icj-israel-genocide-gaza-palestinians-south-africa
https://www.ncronline.org/node/260531
https://www.ncronline.org/node/256796
https://www.usccb.org/news/2023/us-bishops-president-pleads-peace-innocent-people-are-killed-land-jesus-birth
https://www.ncronline.org/node/262291
https://www.redletterchristians.org/christ-in-the-rubble-a-liturgy-of-lament/
https://www2.goshen.edu/~joannab/women/wink99.pdf
https://www2.goshen.edu/~joannab/women/wink99.pdf
https://www.timesofisrael.com/for-years-netanyahu-propped-up-hamas-now-its-blown-up-in-our-faces/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/for-years-netanyahu-propped-up-hamas-now-its-blown-up-in-our-faces/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/for-years-netanyahu-propped-up-hamas-now-its-blown-up-in-our-faces/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/10/07/statement-from-president-joe-biden-condemning-terrorist-attacks-in-israel/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/israel-defense-minister-human-animals-gaza-palestine_n_6524220ae4b09f4b8d412e0a
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15503.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15503.doc.htm
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/un-vote-delayed-demand-gaza-humanitarian-ceasefire-2023-12-08/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/un-vote-delayed-demand-gaza-humanitarian-ceasefire-2023-12-08/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/5
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5 and 26), in large part because it gener-
ates cycles of trauma and violence. 

It is critical that Catholics take a stand 
and with Jesus say, "Enough!" (Luke 22). 
Part of this "enough" is focusing on 
breaking the dynamics of violence, which 
normally means alternative methods to 
violence.  

Part of this "enough" is focusing on just-
peace moral reasoning, particularly since 
most decision-makers and analysts claim 
they seek a just peace. We can't just per-
petuate mass slaughter and then throw 
in a line that we intend or "seek just 
peace."  

We must turn to strategic nonvio-
lent peace-building to interrupt the cy-
cles of violence and generate genuine 
accountability. 

A cease-fire is not surrender; rather, it is 
the soil for creative resistance. A cease-
fire is not being weak; rather, it is the 
strength of wisdom and care for humani-

ty, and illumination of human dignity. A 
cease-fire is not letting Hamas continue 
to harm Israel; rather, it is creating the 
conditions to denormalize and dismantle 
networks of violence. 

Only with a cease-fire will the hostages 
most likely be released. Only with a 
cease-fire will adequate humanitarian 
aid reach Gaza. Only with a cease-fire 
can we create the political processes for 
genuine accountability of all those re-
sponsible for harm.  

Only with a cease-fire can we increase 
the chances for a sustainable just peace, 
including the security of all. (Critical re-
sources and co-existence communities 
for accountability and reconciliation al-
ready exist in the region, such as 
the Parents Circle and Combatants for 
Peace.) 

We must stop sending destructive weap-
ons to Israel amid mass slaughter, at 
least to help ensure these other objec-
tives. 

We must stop the inhumanity. One way 
the voices of active nonviolence can be 
heard is through the Christians for Cease-
fire Lenten Campaign with Franciscan 
Action Network and many other Chris-
tian organizations.  

As Catholics in the U.S., we have a mas-
sive opportunity and responsibility. If 
mass slaughter and plausible genocide 
are not enough to take significant risks, 
such as social risks, disruptions and civil 
disobedience, then when? When do we 
live into the Cross? When do we look 
Jesus in the eye and say, "Yes, I am with 
you"? 

 

View Author Profile 
 

February 29, 2024 
Ncronline.org 

 

National Catholic Reporter 

Pope Francis’ Prayer for Peace 
Lord God of peace, hear our prayer! 
 
We have tried so many times and over so many years to resolve our conflicts by our own powers and by the force 
of our arms. How many moments of hostility and darkness have we experienced; how much blood has been shed; 
how many lives have been shattered; how many hopes have been buried… But our efforts have been in vain. 
 
Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our steps in the way of peace. Open our eyes 
and our hearts, and give us the courage to say: "Never again war!"; "With war everything is lost". Instill in our 
hearts the courage to take concrete steps to achieve peace. 
 
Lord, God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of Love, you created us and you call us to live as brothers and sis-
ters. Give us the strength daily to be instruments of peace; enable us to see everyone who crosses our path as our 
brother or sister. 
Make us sensitive to the plea of our citizens who entreat us to turn our weapons of war into implements of 
peace, our trepidation into confident trust, and our quarreling into forgiveness. 
 
Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with patience and perseverance we may opt for dialogue and recon-
ciliation. In this way may peace triumph at last, and may the words "division", "hatred" and "war" be banished from 
the heart of every man and woman. Lord, defuse the violence of our tongues and our hands. Renew our hearts and 
minds, so that the word which always brings us together will be "brother", and our way of life will always be that of: 
Shalom, Peace, Salaam! 
 
Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                 En Español  
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