
NUESTRA SEÑORA REINA DE LA PAZ  
 

3 de julio de 2022 
 

DECIMOCUARTO DOMINGO EN EL  
TIEMPO ORDINARIO 

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE CHURCH  

July 3, 2022 
 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN  
ORDINARY TIME 

Welcome to OLQP Catholic Church! 
İBienvenidos a OLQP Iglesia Católica! 

 
Contact / Contacto: 
 2700 19th St S, Arlington VA  22204 
 703-979-5580, office@olqpva.org 
 
Office Hours (mask required) 
Horas de oficina (se requiere el uso de mascari-
llas) Monday-Friday — 8:30am to 4:30pm 

Lunes a viernes – 8:30am a 4:30pm 
 
Website / sitioweb:  
 www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org 
 

Live Stream Mass Schedule: 
Horario de Misas de transmisión en directo: 

2-3 July— 8am and 1pm Spanish 
2-3 de julio—  8am y 1pm  

en español 

 DECLARACIÓN DE MISIÓN DE OLQP 
La parroquia de la iglesia católica Nuestra Señora 
Reina de la Paz se dedica a dar testimonio de las 
enseñanzas de Jesucristo, especialmente el Evangelio 
de San Mateo, Capítulo 25:21-46. Nuestra misión es 
nutrir el espíritu y alentar el potencial de aquellos a 
quienes servimos a través de la celebración litúrgica, 
labores educativas y ministerios sociales. La parroquia 
continuará identificándose con su origen como una 
comunidad afro-americana, pero reflejando una 
congregación multi-étnica y continuará promoviendo 
la armonía racial y la justicia social. Si bien es cierto 
que nuestro enfoque principal es la vecindad 
comunitaria, continuaremos trabajando para proveer 
por el bienestar de los más necesitados en general. Es 
así como nos esforzamos para hacer de nuestra 
comunidad parroquial una familia que comparte y se 
preocupa por sus miembros. 

OLQP MISSION STATEMENT 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church is dedicated to 
witnessing the teachings of Jesus Christ, especially the 
Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 25:31-46. Our mission 
is to nurture the spirit and to encourage the potential of 
those we serve through liturgical celebration, education-
al endeavors and social ministries. The parish will contin-
ue to identify with its origin as a Black parish. As a multi-
ethnic congregation we will seek to promote racial har-
mony and social justice. While our primary focus is with-
in the immediate community, we will also work to pro-
vide for the well-being of the downtrodden everywhere. 
In this we strive for our parish community to be a caring, 
sharing, and loving family. 

Masses / Misas: 
 Weekdays / Días laborables: 
  Mon-Fri, 12pm / lunes a viernes 12pm 
 Weekend Mass Schedule / 
 Horario de misas de fin de semana:  
  Saturday Vigil — 5:30pm 
  Misa de vigilia sábados - 5:30 pm  
  Sundays  — 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:15am, 
  1:00pm (Spanish) & 6:00pm (Young Adult) 
  Domingos — 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am, 
  1:00 pm (español) y 6:00 pm (Misa de  
  jóvenes adultos) 

The harvest is abundant  
but the laborers are few. 
                              Luke 10:2 

 

 “La cosecha es mucha y  

los trabajadores pocos.  
                                  Lucas 10,2  

NEXT WEEKEND’S SECOND COLLECTION: 

PASTORAL SOLIDARITY FUND- AFRICA 
 

COLECTA DEL FIN DE SEMANA PRÓXIMO: 

FONDO DE SOLIDARIDAD PASTORAL - ÁFRICA 



SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION / PREPARACIÓN SACRAMENTAL 

Baptism / Bautizo: 
 Please email Baptism Coordinator Sandra Rivera, 

     srivera@olqpva.org. 

 Por favor mande un correo electrónico a la coordinadora de los  

     bautizos, Sandra Rivera, srivera@olqpva.org.  
 

Marriage Preparation/ Preparación para el matrimonio: 
 Please contact the parish office at least six months before wedding 

 date to complete requirements. 

 Por favor llame a la oficina de la parroquia seis meses antes  

 de su matrimonio para completar todos los requisitos. 
 

Reconciliation / Reconciliación—Confesión: 
Fr. Ray Hall Library 

Biblioteca Fr. Ray Hall 

Sat, 4:45-5:15 pm, & by appointment. 
Los sábados: 4:45-5:15 pm, y por cita previa. 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS / COLECTAS DEL DOMINGO 
Sunday Collection / Colecta del pasado domingo: $5,024 

Peter’s Pence / Óbolo de San Pedro: $3,432 
Faith Direct (June Average /  

promedio del mes de junio): $14,071 

 
WORD & EUCHARIST MISSALETTE/ 

MISAL PALABRA Y EUCARISTÍA  
Today’s readings can be found on page 892 

Las lecturas de hoy se encuentran en la página 893 

 
BULLETIN DEADLINE / PLAZO PARA EL BOLETÍN  

Wednesdays 9am — office@olqpva.org 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
DECIMOCUARTO DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 

Isaiah 66:10-14c (102C); Galatians 6:14-18; Luke 10:1-9 
Isaías 66,10-14c (102C); Gálatas 6,14-18; Lucas 10,1-9 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
DECIMOQUINTO DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 

Deuteronomy 30:10-14 (105C); Colossians 1:15-20; Luke 10:25-37 
Deuteronomio 30,10-14 (105C); Colosenses 1,15-20; Lucas 10,25-37 

  
 

MASS INTENTIONS, JULY 2-8 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

INTENCIONES DE LAS MISAS, 2-8 JULIO 
DECIMOCUARTO DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 

Saturday July 2nd 
5:30 pm Shirley Fratus (D) by Anne Flack 

Sunday July 3rd 
8:00 am Charu (D) by Gomes 

9:30 am the parish 
11:15 am the parish 

1:00 pm Manuel López García (D) by Cecilia López 
6:00 pm the parish 
Monday July 4th 

12:00 pm Ricky Valadez, Jr. (D) by Bernadette Lozano 
Tuesday July 5th 

12:00 pm Ricardo Yadao Yabes (D) by Judy Francia & Wally Reyes 
Wednesday July 6th 

12:00 pm Pat Holliday (D) by Mary & Mike Ray 
Thursday July 7th 

12:00 pm Miguel Molina & Laura G. Bernabe (D)  
by Thelma Molina & family 

Friday July 8th 
12:00 pm the parish 
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OUR  SICK  AND  HOMEBOUND  STRENGTHEN  US / 
NUESTROS ENFERMOS Y CONFINADOS NOS FORTALECEN 

PLEASE PRAY FOR / POR FAVOR OREMOS POR:  
Catherine Algeri, Suri Barahona, Gene Bétit, Grace Bialecki, Cindy 
Bianga, Francis Bilgera, Joseph Leopold Bissonnette, Precious Bowens, 
April Brassard, Dave Brassard, Evie Brown, Lynne Burgh, Marty Butner 
Covington, Brody Carroll, Pat Carty, Louise Chambers, Carmen Rosa 
Claure, Jeff Cory, Mary DaLuca, Cheryl Darby, Jim Davis, John Demajo, 
Adrienne DiCerbo, Ernest Donatto, Patricia “Pat” Dowd, Irene 
Fitzpatrick, Elizabeth (Bunny) Foster, Yevette Francois, Anne Fullerton, 
Iva Futrell, Karen Gammache, Trishann Ganley, Francine Gemmill, Fred 
Gladbach, Yolanda Gregorio, Harris Family, Sally Harrs, Linda Hawkins, 
Clare Hayden, Dee Hickey, Margaret Hodges, Margaret Howe, Patrick 
Hynes, Beatriz Uribe Jaramillo, Lillian Jay, Pat Johnson, Sharon Jourdan, 
Cindy Kernick, Sally Krahn, Carmen Andrea Lara, Patrick Lawrey, Lidia 
Montero Lopez, Olga MacKenzie, Wil McBride, Stefan McGuigan, 
Martha Gladys Medina, Maria Magdalena Medrano de Ventura, Eileen 
Melia, Frances Mierzwa, Arthur Miller, Mary Miller, Yvonne Mockler, 
Carmen Montijo, Dorothy Moran, Rosemary Morrisey, Luis R. Muñoz, 
Chelsea Murray, Dorothy Myrtle, Mario Amel Najarro, Bruyce Niligis, 
Julie O’Brien, Peggy O’Brien, Patrick Ogden, Janet O’Neil, Carol Pacello, 
Delfima Pacheco-Choque, Roy Paco, Catherine Parr, Mary Pasquarella, 
Mark Pazich, Minnie Pazich, Paul Ramirez, Wally Reyes, Jeanna 
Reynolds, Maritza Roldan, Marco Cristiaan Rufolo-Roger, Josefina 
Salgado, Carolyn Santos, Jane Shepard, Jim Shirvanian, Mary Shookhoff, 
Jeffrey Smith, Mary E. Smith, Eva Souza, Nina Stewart, Michael Arthur 
Sweat, Carmelita and Roy Tucker, Nancy Urquizo, Stephen Utley, Robin 
Vogel, Bob Wilson, Kate Witkowski, Midge Wholey, Mary Woods, 
Claudia Zapata, Kate Zopp. 

HEARTFELT THANK YOU from the  
GARNETT FAMILY 

The Garnett family extends a heartfelt thank you 
to the OLQP community for the outpouring of 
support during the hospitalization and tragic loss 
of our wife/mother Eileen. The prayers coupled 
with the assistance of the staff and church 
members who assisted us in the planning of 
Eileen's memorial mass and luncheon/reception 
following the mass was a source of comfort. We 
are blessed to be a part of such a kind and 
empathetic parish. Thank you Father Tim and 
Father Martin for your stewardship.  
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JUST A THOUGHT...OR TWO…  
This week’s gospel reading recounts “the 
sending out of the seventy-two” disciples to 
preach the bursting forth of the Reign of God. 
They were preaching this reign that was “at 
hand” and is still coming upon us. Last week the 
theme of Sunday’s readings was “God’s call”. 
And so we reflected on God’s call to each of us, 
here and now.  
 
God’s call to each of us is at the same time 
unique for each one of us and yet the same in 
that we are all called to live in and build up the 
Reign of God. But are we ready to “live” the 
Reign of God? Jesus makes it abundantly clear 
that it will not be easy, and in fact our very lives 
may be at risk for proclaiming it and “living 
it”.  Jesus cautions us that we are being sent out 
into the world “like lambs among wolves”.  
 
As we are celebrating the 4th of July, the great 
“high feast day” of our nation, perhaps we 
should ask ourselves if we as citizens are 
working to build a country that reflects the Reign 
of God? Are the homeless being housed…are the 
thirsty quenched…are the hungry being fed…are 

immigrants, migrants and refugees being 
welcomed? Is achieving true racial justice a 
national value and goal to which we are actively 
working?  Are these not signs of the bursting 
forth of the Reign of God?  
 
And when we fail to feed the hungry, to shelter 
the homeless and to welcome the immigrant, 
migrant and refugee and when we fail in 
creating true racial justice, then we fail “the 
mission”; we fail to build up the Reign of 
God”!  Each of us has been called to build up the 
Reign of God…to “live” it in the here and now.  
 
Perhaps in light of the celebration of our 
nation’s birthday we should take a few minutes 
to reflect on how, we as a nation, and as 
individuals, are doing living out the mission Jesus 
gave us and ask ourselves what we might need 
to do differently, as individuals and as a nation. 
 

Blessings, 

Fr. Tim 

A Consistent Ethic of Life Catholic Community 

¡EL FIN DE SEMANA DE COLECTA DE ALIMENTOS  
es el 8 y 9 de julio! 

Ayude a abastecer nuestra Despensa de alimentos. Por favor compre 
algunas de estas cosas o todas: harina instantánea de maíz amarilla 
para tortillas (NO cornmeal), botellas de 24 onzas de aceite canola o de 
maíz, cereal (de baja azúcar), tuna en latas, frutas en latas, salsa para 
pasta, vegetales en latas, arroz blanco, frijoles secos y macarrones y 
queso y tráigalas el próximo fin de semana a los contenedores de 
alimentos. Gracias. Si tiene preguntas contacte a Sally Díaz Wells: 
sdiazwells@olqpva.org 
 

CAMPAÑA ANUAL PARA RECOGER MOCHILAS  
Y MATERIALES ESCOLARES 

Este año esperamos servir a alrededor de 500 niñas/os locales, 
incluyendo a alrededor de 50 niñas/os refugiados afganos que acaban 
de empezar las clases en los Estados Unidos. Vamos a distribuir las 
mochilas llenas de materiales a fines de agosto antes de que empiecen 
las clases. Si quisiera comprar materiales escolares y/o mochilas, por 
favor vea nuestro sitio para apuntarse: OLQP Back Pack & Supply Drive. 
Si prefiere no ir de compras, puede poner donaciones monetarias en la 
colecta y escriba “backpack drive” en la línea del asunto en el cheque, 
puede llevarlo a la oficina parroquial o donar en línea por Faith Direct 
(www.faithdirect.net). Si está interesada/o en ofrecerse de voluntaria/
o para ayudar a empacar mochilas o distribuirlas, por favor contacte a 
DeeDee Tostanoski: DeeDee.Tostanoski@gmail.com. Gracias. 

FOOD COLLECTION WEEKEND is July 8-9! 
Help stock our Food Pantry. Please pick up some or all 
these items and deliver to the food bins next 
weekend:  Instant Yellow Corn Tortilla flour (NOT 
cornmeal), 24 oz. Canola or Corn Oil, Cereal (low sugar), 
Canned Tuna, Canned Fruit, Pasta Sauce, Canned 
Vegetables, White Rice, Dried Beans, and Macaroni and 
Cheese. Thank you.  Questions?  Contact Sally Diaz 
Wells: sdiazwells@olqpva.org 

 
ANNUAL BACKPACK & SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE 

We expect to serve about 500 local children this year 
including about 50 Afghan refugee children who have 
just started school in the United States.  If you would 
like to purchase school supplies and/or backpacks, 
please see our signup site:  
OLQP Back Pack & Supply Drive.    If you would prefer 
not to shop, monetary donations may be dropped in 
the collection with “backpack drive” on the check 
memo line, dropped off at the parish office or online 
through Faith Direct (www.faithdirect.net).  If you are 
interested in volunteering to help pack backpacks or 
with distribution, please contact DeeDee Tostanoski at 
DeeDee.Tostanoski@gmail.com. Thank you. 

mailto:sdiazwells@olqpva.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4CA5AE29ABFB6-olqp4
mailto:DeeDee.Tostanoski@gmail.com
mailto:sdiazwells@olqpva.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4CA5AE29ABFB6-olqp4
mailto:DeeDee.Tostanoski@gmail.com


FORTY HOURS DEVOTION 
OLQP: July 13-15 

Parishes throughout the Diocese of Arlington will hold the Forty 
Hours Devotion.  The celebration of Forty Hours in every region of 
the Diocese is part of the Diocesan-wide preparation for the Golden 
Jubilee in 2024.  Forty Hours Devotion will be held at OLQP July 13-
15 – please use this sign-up site to let us know you plan to attend:  
sign up link available next weekend.   We need people to sign up to 
be present for adoration and prayer around the clock during the full 
40 Hours Devotion.  This includes during the night, which we should 
have at least two parishioners present in the church at all 
times.  You may sign up for an hour or two, or for a half hour, 
whatever time works for you.  The adoration will continue for the 
Forty Hours, except during the 12 Noon daily Mass, at which time 
the Blessed Sacrament will be reposed and then returned to the 
altar after the Mass for adoration to continue.   At the heart of 
the Forty Hours Devotion is the Holy Eucharist, the very Real and 
True Presence of God himself.  Christ our Lord is really and 
substantially present in this great Sacrament, and through our 
participation in the devotion we enter his presence, remember the 
salvation he won for us, rejoice in him, and become signs of his 
divine renewal in our world. 
The faithful of our Diocese are encouraged to participate in their 
parish's Forty Hours Devotion and in those of other parishes, 
spending time in prayer before the Eucharistic Lord, who can and 
will help us in our every need. 
 
NEWS FROM MEDOR 
Vannia Laurent completed primary and secondary school in 
Medor. She studied agronomy in university, thanks to 
several OLQP parishioners who provided scholarship 
funding. Then the Raising Haiti Foundation funded her 18-
month agronomy internship. She is now working in Medor 
as a paid agronomist in the community's agro-forestry 
program. She wrote, “Thank you so much for giving me the 
opportunity to work with the farmers in Medor. I do my best with 
them each and every day. Know that Our Lady Queen of Peace and 
Raising Haiti Foundation hold an important place in my heart as well 
as in the hearts of the farmers and school children.” 

 
MASS FOR MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITIES:  

Do This in Remembrance of Me 
Celebrate our unity in diversity! All are invited to the annual Mass 
for Multicultural Communities celebrated by Bishop Michael 
Burbidge, con-celebrated by priests of the Diocese of Arlington, at 
Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church in Vienna at 7pm on 
Friday, July 15. Free reception following Mass featuring cultural 
dishes and 
performances! Mass attendees are encouraged to wear cultural 
attire if desired. There is no registration required; details: 
www.arlingtondiocese.org/mcmmass2022; 
contact: mcm@arlingtondiocese.org with any questions. 
 

WEEKLY OLQP MOMENT 
Join the parish community on Thursday at 10:02am to reflect on the 
topic of Mission. There is no time requirement for your reflection 
and no virtual meeting to join. Wherever you are, whatever you are 
doing, please pause for your reflection knowing you are with others 
from the OLQP community.  Anyone wishing to add the OLQP 
moment to their calendar can email "OLQP Moment" to Patrick 
Julius at patjulius@verizon.net to receive the information in a 
calendar request. Please specify if you want the reminder in 
Spanish. 
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DEVOCIÓN DE LAS CUARENTA HORAS 
OLQP: 13-15 de julio 

Las parroquias en la Diócesis de Arlington van a tener la 
Devoción de las cuarenta horas. La celebración de las Cuarenta 
horas en cada región de la diócesis es parte de la preparación 
por toda la diócesis para el Cincuenta aniversario en 2024. La 
Devoción de las cuarenta horas se va a llevar a cabo en OLQP 
del 13-15 de julio – por favor use el sito de registro disponible 
la próxima semana. 
La Eucaristía está en el centro de la Devoción de las cuarenta 
horas, la Real y Verdadera Presencia del mismo Dios. Cristo 
nuestro Señor está presente real y sustancialmente en este gran 
Sacramento y, por nuestra participación en la devoción, 
entramos en su presencia, recordamos la salvación que ganó 
para nosotros, nos regocijamos en él y nos convertimos en 
signos de su divina renovación en nuestro mundo. 
Animamos a los fieles de nuestra diócesis a participar en la 
Devoción de las cuarenta horas de su parroquia y en las de las 
otras parroquias, pasando tiempo orando ante el Señor 
eucarístico, quien puede y va a ayudarnos con todas nuestras 
necesidades. 

 
 

 
NOTICIAS DE MEDOR 
Vannia Laurent completó la escuela primaria y la secundaria 
en Medor. Ella estudió agronomía en la universidad, gracias 
a varias personas de la parroquia OLQP que proveyeron 
fondos para una beca. Entonces la Raising Haiti Foundation 
financió su pasantía de 18 meses en agronomía. Ahora ella 
está trabajando en Medor como una agrónoma a sueldo en 
el programa agroforestal de la comunidad. Ella escribió, 

“Muchas gracias por darme la oportunidad de trabajar con los 
agricultores en Medor. Me esfuerzo al máximo con ellos a diario. 
Sepan que Nuestra Señora Reina de la Paz y Raising Haiti 
Foundation tienen un lugar especial en mi corazón al igual que en 
los corazones de los agricultores y los estudiantes de las 
escuelas”.    
 

MISA PARA COMUNIDADES MULTICULTURALES: 
Hagan esto en memoria mía 

¡Celebre nuestra unidad en la diversidad! Todos están invitados a 
la Misa anual para las comunidades multiculturales celebrada 
por el Obispo Michael Burbidge, concelebrada por sacerdotes de 
la Diócesis de Arlington, en la iglesia católica Our Lady of Good 
Counsel en Vienna a las 7pm el viernes, 15 de julio. ¡Habrá una 
recepción gratis después de la Misa con platos típicos y 
actuaciones! Se anima a las personas que asistan a la Misa a, si lo 
desean, llevar ropa típica. No tiene que inscribirse. Hay detalles 
en: www.arlingtondiocese.org/mcmmass2022. Contacto si tiene 
preguntas: mcm@arlingtondiocese.org 
 

MOMENTO SEMANAL DE OLQP 
Únase a la comunidad parroquial el jueves a las 10:02am para 
reflexionar sobre el tema de la Misión. No se requiere que se 
reflexione por un tiempo específico y no hay que asistir a una 
reunión virtual. Dondequiera que esté, sin importar lo que está 
haciendo, por favor pare para reflexionar sabiendo que está 
unida/o a otras personas de la comunidad de OLQP. Cualquier 
persona que desea añadir el momento a su calendario puede 
mandarle un correo electrónico “Momento de OLQP” a Patrick 
Julius – patjulius@verizon.net para recibir la información en una 
solicitud para el calendario. Por favor especifique si quiere el 
recordatorio en español. 

Una comunidad católica con una ética consistente con la vida 

https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/mcmmass2022
mailto:mcm@arlingtondiocese.org
mailto:patjulius@verizon.net
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/mcmmass2022
mailto:mcm@arlingtondiocese.org
mailto:patjulius@verizon.net
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YOUNG ADULTS’ MINISTRY --  
WINE TASTING NIGHT is back! 

Come join other young adults from our parish and 
community during a wine tasting night event. Bring a 
friend, your favorite bottle of wine, cheese or snacks to 
share and be ready to have a relaxing summer night. The 
event is scheduled for Saturday, July 16, from 6pm-10 pm 
at 1915 S. Edgewood Street. For any questions - please 
contact Rebecca Grant Jenkins. 
 

OLQP4Afghans -- We continue to appreciate your 
generosity in helping our 20+ families.  We’ve updated the 
SignUp Genius page to reflect the needs of new families as 
well as those we are currently helping.   You can view the 
SignUp Genius list by going to the OLQP4Afghans notice in 
the latest bulletin on the OLQP website and clicking on the 
link (OLQP 4 AFGHANS).  Guidance and timing for making 
donations is provided.  If you have questions, need 
assistance, or want clarification about any of the listed 
items, please contact us  at   OLQP4Afghans@gmail.com 
Thank you to all for your help. 
 
 

FEAST ON THE STREET NEEDS YOUR HELP 
Your support allows us to feed and clothe approximately 
100 homeless men and women in DC every week.  We are 
in desperate need of men’s t-shirts, shorts and sneakers in 
all sizes as well as deodorant, tooth brushes, tooth paste 
and summer weight socks.  Donations can be left in the 
lobby of the Ministry Center clearly marked "Feast on the 
Street". Thank you. 

 

SUNDAY VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED 
We are looking for a few more families/groups/friends to 

volunteer to glean Fairlington and Columbia Pike Farmers’ 

Markets on Sundays.  Arrive at 12:30pm, gather produce 

(45-60 minutes), place it in your car and deliver to Father 

Ray Hall where it is refrigerated (if necessary) or place in 

the room for produce. Training will be provided.  Our goal 

to have volunteers serve just once a month or every 5 

weeks.  Interested? contact Sally Diaz-Wells:  

sdiazwells@olqpva.org.  Thank you for your continued 

support.   
 

2022-2023 FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM 
Faith Formation Registration for all our programs (Family 
Circles, Foundations, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, First 
Communion and Confirmation) began on May 17th and 
ends on August 17th.  Please register online at our 
webpage: https://www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/
registration1.html    Don’t miss the registration deadline!   
Mandatory Parents’ Meeting: Several dates in August and 
September have been scheduled for parents to learn about 
the program and to receive the material. 
Volunteer with the Faith Formation Program:  We invite 
adults and teenagers to get involved by volunteering with 
the program – a variety of commitments are available, both 
occasional and more often. We look forward to hearing 
from you!  Please contact us if you are interested: Cecilia 
Lopez Oetgen clopez@olqpva.org or Sandra Rivera 
srivera@olqpva.org. 
 

¡MINISTERIO DE JÓVENES ADULTOS –  
LA NOCHE DE DEGUSTACIÓN DE VINO ha vuelto! 

Ven y únete a los otros jóvenes adultos de nuestra parroquia y 
comunidad para una degustación de vino. Trae a una amiga o a un 
amigo, una botella de tu vino favorito, queso u otras cosas para 
compartir y para disfrutar de una noche de verano relajadora. El 
evento está planeado para el sábado, 16 de julio, de 6pm a 10pm 
en 1915 S. Edgewood Street. Si tienes alguna pregunta, por favor 
contacta a Rebecca Grant Jenkins. 
 

OLQP4Afghans – Seguimos apreciando su generosidad al ayudar a 
nuestras 20+ familias. Hemos actualizado la página SignUp Genius 
para reflejar las necesidades de nuevas familias también, al igual 
que las de las que ya estamos ayudando. Puede ver la lista de 
SignUp Genius al ir a la noticia OLQP4Afghans en el ultimo boletín 
en el sitio web de OLQP y hacer clic en el enlace (OLQP 4 
AFGHANS). Se ofrece información de cómo donar y cuándo hacerlo. 
Si tiene preguntas, necesita ayuda o quiere alguna clarificación en 
cuanto a los artículos en la lista, por favor contáctenos en  
OLQP4Afghans@gmail.com. Gracias a todos por su ayuda. 
 

 

“FEAST ON THE STREET”/“FIESTA EN LA CALLE”  
NECESITA SU AYUDA 

Su apoyo nos permite dar de comer y vestir cada semana a 
aproximadamente 100 hombres y mujeres en DC que no tienen 
casa. Necesitamos desesperadamente camisetas de hombre, 
pantalones cortos y zapatos de tenis en todas las tallas y también 
desodorante, cepillos de dientes, pasta de dientes y medias de 
verano. Pueden dejar sus donaciones en el vestíbulo del Ministry 
Center marcadas “Feast on the Street”. Gracias.  

 

SE NECESITAN PERSONAS VOLUNTARIAS  
PARA AYUDAR LOS DOMINGOS 

Buscamos unas cuantas familias/grupos/amistades para ofrecerse 
de voluntarias para recoger frutas y vegetales en los mercados 
campesinos Fairlington y Columbia Pike los domingos. Llegue a las 
12:30pm, recoja las frutas y vegetales (45-60 minutos), póngalos en 
su auto y llévelos a Fr. Ray Hall donde se ponen en el refrigerador 
(si es necesario) o se ponen en el salón para frutas y vegetales. Hay 
entrenamiento disponible. Nuestra meta es que las personas 
voluntarias sirvan solo una vez al mes o cada 5 semanas. 
¿Interesada/o? Contacte a Sally Díaz-Wells: 
sdiazwells@olqpva.org. Gracias por su continuo apoyo. 

 
PROGRAMA DE FORMACIÓN DE FE 2022-2023 

Inscripción para la Formación de fe para todos nuestros programas 
(Círculos de familia, Fundaciones, Liturgia de la Palabra para niñas y 
niños, Primera comunión, y Confirmación) va a empezar el 17 de 
mayo y terminará el 17 de agosto. Por favor inscríbase en línea en 
nuestro sitio web: 
https://www.ourladyqueenofpeace.org/registration1.html ¡No se 
pierda la fecha límite para la inscripción! 
Reunión obligatoria para padres. Se han fijado varias fechas en 
agosto y septiembre para que los padres aprendan acera del 
programa y para recibir los materiales. 
Ofrézcase de voluntaria/o en el Programa de Formación de fe. 
Invitamos a madres, padres y adolescentes a formar parte del 
programa al ofrecerse de voluntarias/os. Hay una variedad de 
oportunidades disponibles, tanto de vez en cuando como más a 
menudo. ¡Esperamos tener noticias de ustedes! Por favor 
contáctenos si usted o su hija o hijo adolescente está interesada/o: 
Cecilia López Oetgen  clopez@olqpva.org o Sandra Rivera  
srivera@olqpva.org.  
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Programs that are open to the entire community, but offered in English only. 
Programas que le dan la bienvenida a toda la comunidad, pero que solo se ofrecen en inglés. 

BLACK CATHOLIC MINISTRY  
Share, Teach and Reflect Corner! 

Xavier University-Louisiana is the only Catholic HBCU/
Historically Black College/ University (of 107 nationwide). 
Founded in 1925 by Saint Katharine Drexel, Xavier claims first 
place in the nation in graduating Black students with BA’s in 
biology and physics, and first in producing graduates who go on 
to become physicians. In the civil rights era, students protested 
and opposed segregation on buses and lunch counters with one 
successful case reaching the Supreme Court. In 2015, President 
Dr. Reynold Verret succeeded 47 year-termed Dr. Norman 
Francis and continues the legacy of Xavier alumni as standouts 
in public health, pharmacy, music, sports management, and 
STEM education. 

 
MINKISI’S SCRIPTURE PRAYER & REFLECTION 

Join 25 people sharing in “Jesus is the Light!” in Zoom. Jackie 
Smith will lead the meditation on July 11, 6:45pm, and a Book 
Discussion on Fr. Josh Johnson’s On Earth As It Is In Heaven will 
follow. Contact facilitator Cecilia Braveboy:  
jisaac3@verizon.net;  for tech questions, Melody Atkinson:  
melatkinson72@gmail.com. See the description and Eventbrite 
registration: https://bit.ly/MinkisiPJuly2022. 

 
ECO-TIP:  The EPA reports that small motors emit more 
greenhouse gasses than car motors. Mowing a quarter acre 
lawn produces more air pollution than driving round trip from 
New York to Washington.  Consider purchase of an electric 
mower. 
 

CARE FOR CREATION WEBINAR SERIES 
Five parishes in the diocese, including OLQP, created webinars 
on various aspects of caring for God's creation.  Our program 
traces our parish's transformation to becoming more "green" 
and sustainable. You can view all the webinars at: https://
cfoch.weebly.com/webinar-series.html 

 
BLIND ELDER NEEDS HELP --  Volunteer needed who can 
help an elderly lady in Arlington via phone to coordinate her 
therapy/doctor appointments.  This will be a weekly obligation 
initially, but will lessen as things are set up. Please contact Sally 
Diaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olqpva.org, if you can help. Thank you 
for your consideration.    

  
COME AND EXPERIENCE HEALING AND FREEDOM! 
Encounter School of Ministry DC is pleased to present the 
Summer Intensive, taking place on the evenings of July 25-28 at 
Mother of God Campus, 20501 Goshen Road, Gaithersburg, 
MD. All are invited to experience the supernatural love and 
healing power of God during this power-packed, four-night 
event. Come for the anointed worship, dynamic speakers, 
inspirational testimonies, and encouraging fellowship with 
Catholics from all around the DC metropolitan area. All courses 
are in conformity with the teachings and traditions of the 
Catholic Church. Visit https://encounterministries.us/
endorsements/ for a full list of diocesan support.  Click on the 
link below to learn more. Space is limited, register soon! 
https://encounterdc.regfox.com/encounter-dc-summer-
intensive-2022 

Free Summer PODCAST CAMP at OLQP 

Attention rising 6th-9th grade boys and girls – 

come have fun learning about technology 

and podcasts!  Camp is offered from 8am – 

12pm July 11-15 or July 18-22 in English 

only.  Space is limited so please sign up now 

at podwilling.org if interested or call 703-489

-2534 with questions! 
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Embracing the call to rest 

by Joseph Nangle, OFM 
Pax Christi USA Ambassador of 
Peace 
 
Twice each calendar year the sun 
seems to stop – we call it Solstice 
(from sol: sun and sistere: stop). For 
eons these phenomena have given 
rise to all sorts of observances and 
rituals. They also lend themselves to 
long thoughts about time, existence, 
Planet Earth, and humanity’s 
ultimate purpose. For Christian-
Catholics they remind us of the 
wonderful truth that we all are 
called to be co-creators God of the 
peaceable kingdom. 
 
We need psychic space and time for 
these profound and challenging 
thoughts. We need rest. From 
biblical times God’s law has included 
a mandate to set aside time and 
space for the Sabbath (days, weeks 
and years) of rest. 
 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, a 
leading Jewish theologian and 
philosopher of the 20th century, 
once called Sabbath “sanctuary in 
time” – periods of safe rest, 
described as times spent without 
feeling guilty about things we are 
not doing. Pope Francis is strong on 
the requirement of time dedicated 
to rest while very much aware of the 
obstacles facing modern people to 
find space for it in the hyper busy 
lives we live today. “Rest is so 
necessary for the health of our 
minds and bodies, and often difficult 
to achieve due to the many 
demands placed on us.” He urges a 
conscious return to the practice of 
Sabbath – in our case, Sundays – 
when we are called to relax and, as 
the third commandment tells us, 
“keep holy the Lord’s day.” 

In a general audience on September 
5, 2018, the pope spoke at length on 
this subject. He observed that this 
divine mandate for humanity to rest 
“sounds easy but there is true rest 
and false rest.” He said, “[Humans 
have] never rested as much as today 
yet has never experienced as much 
emptiness as today. Opportunities 
to amuse oneself, to go out, cruises, 
travels; but many things [like these] 
do not offer fullness of heart. They 
do not give you rest.” 
 
This modern prophet also calls our 
attention to a further dimension of 
time dedicated to rest – the Earth, 
which he says also needs a rest. 
“The Covid pandemic has shown 
how the earth can recover – if we 
allow it to rest.” Then the Earth gets 
the time to clean the air and clear 
the waters. Always the practical 
pastoral person that he is, the pope 
observes that giving the Earth time 
and space to rest means our 
adopting simpler lifestyles to help 
the planet “which is groaning under 
the constant demand for economic 
growth.”  
 
Another dimension of this need for 
resting space is sleep. Again, it 
seems that many today take pride in 
sleeping less, so as to do more. And 
many of us do require much less 
sleep. However as environmental 
activist and poet Wendell Berry has 
written: “Great work is done while 
we’re asleep.” Everyone has had the 
experience of waking up and 
realizing that a solution to one sort 
of problem or another has occurred 
to us during our sleeping hours.  
 
The world class theologian of the 
20th century, Karl Rahner, has 
written about a theology of sleep 

and its values: 
• a letting go, surrender 
• entrusting oneself to the powers 

of existence 
• an inner relaxation where one is 

receptive to the instructions 
seemingly given by God in our 
sleep 

• an act of innocence 
• enjoying solid sleep after 

working hard 
 
Finally, we circle around to the 
recent summer solstice in the 
Northern Hemisphere. June 21 
marked the beginning of three 
months when space for rest is most 
available. Even as we continue with 
daily obligations, these gentle (if 
often hot) days lend themselves to a 
relaxed pace in our lives, “the livin’ 
is easy.” The season with fullest 
blooming of trees and flowers with 
blue skies calls us to “sing joyful 
songs to the God who made us; 
shout with joy to the Rock who 
saves us.” (Psalm 95) 
 
 
Joe Nangle OFM is a Pax Christi USA 
Ambassador of Peace. As a member 

of the Assisi Community in 
Washington, D.C., he is dedicated to 
simple living and social change. Joe 

also serves as the Pastoral Associate 
for the Latino community at Our 
Lady Queen of Peace, Arlington, 

Virginia. 

 
June 26, 2022 

Paxchristiusa.org 
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Pope Francis in Conversation with 
the Editors of European Jesuit 

byAntonio Spadaro, SJ 

  
May 19, 2022. “Welcome! You see? I am in my new 
gestatorial chair,” the pope joked, alluding to his 
being in a wheelchair owing to knee pain. Francis 
greeted, one-by-one, the editors of the cultural 
journals of the Society of Jesus in Europe gathered in 
the Private Library of the Apostolic Palace. 
The group was composed of Fr. Stefan Kiechle 
of Stimmen der Zeit (Germany), Lucienne Bittar 
of Choisir (Switzerland), Fr. Ulf Jonsson 
of Signum (Sweden), Fr. Jaime Tatay of Razón y 
fe (Spain), Fr. José Frazão of Correia di Brotéria 
(Portugal), Fr. Paweł Kosiński of Deon (Poland), Fr. 
Arpad Hovarth of A Szív (Hungary), Robert Mesaros 
of Viera a život (Slovakia), Frances Murphy 
of Thinking Faith (Great Britain) and Fr. Antonio 
Spadaro of La Civiltà Cattolica (Italy). Three editors 
were lay people, two of whom were women (of the 
Swiss and British magazines). The others were 
Jesuits. 
The meeting with the pontiff was the start of their 
annual three-day meeting.[1] The superior general of 
the Society of Jesus, Father Arturo Sosa, was also 
present. “I have not prepared a speech,” the pope 
began, “so, if you want, ask questions. If we have a 
dialogue, our meeting will be richer.” 
  
Holy Father, thank you for this meeting. What is the 
meaning and mission of the journals of the Society of 
Jesus? Do you have a mission for us? 
It is not easy to give a clear and precise answer. In 
general, of course, I believe that the mission of a 
cultural journal is to communicate. I would add, 
however, to communicate in the most embodied way 
possible, in a personal way, with the authenticity of a 
face-to-face engagement. By this I mean that it is not 
enough to communicate ideas. You have to 
communicate ideas that come from experience. This 
for me is very important. Ideas must come from 
experience. 
Take the example of heresies, whether they are 
theological or human, for there are also human 
heresies. In my view, a heresy arises when the idea is 
disconnected from human reality. Hence the phrase 
someone said – Chesterton if I remember correctly – 

that “heresy is an idea gone mad.” It has gone mad 
because it has lost its human roots. 
The Society of Jesus should not be interested in 
communicating abstract ideas. It is interested, 
instead, in communicating human experience through 
ideas and reasoning, through experience. Ideas are to 
be discussed. Discussion is a good thing, but for me it 
is not enough. It is human reality that is to be 
discerned. Discernment is what really counts. The 
mission of a Jesuit publication cannot be only to 
discuss, but it must be above all able to help 
discernment that leads to action. 
Sometimes, in order to discern, you have to throw a 
stone! If you throw a stone the waters are stirred up; 
everything moves and you can discern. But if instead 
of throwing a stone, you throw… a mathematical 
equation, a theorem, then there will be no movement, 
and therefore no discernment. 
Notice that this phenomenon of abstract ideas about 
the human condition is ancient. It characterized, for 
example, decadent scholasticism, a theology of pure 
ideas, totally distant from the reality of salvation, 
which is the encounter with Jesus Christ. That is why 
a cultural magazine must work on reality, which is 
always superior to the idea. And if the reality is 
scandalous, even better. 
For example, I recently met with the “Santa Marta 
Group,” which works on the scandalous reality of 
human trafficking. This is something that moves us, 
touches us and pushes us forward. On the other hand, 
abstract ideas about the enslavement of people do not 
move anyone. We have to start from experience and 
its narration. 
This is the principle that I wanted to tell you about 
and that I recommend to you: reality is superior to the 
idea, and therefore you must deal with ideas and 
reflections that arise from reality. 
When you enter the world of ideas alone and move 
away from reality you end up with what is ridiculous. 
Ideas are discussed, reality is discerned. Discernment 
is the charism of the Society. In my opinion, it is the 
first charism of the Society and it is what the Society 
must continue to focus on, including in its cultural 
journals. They must be helpful and promote 
discernment. 
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The Society is present in Ukraine, part of my 
province. We are living through a war of attrition 
and write about it in our journals. What are your 
suggestions for communicating the situation in which 
we are living? How can we contribute to a peaceful 
future? 
To answer this question we have to move away from 
the normal pattern of “Little Red Riding Hood”: 
Little Red Riding Hood was good and the wolf was 
the bad guy. Here there are no metaphysical good 
guys and bad guys, in an abstract sense. Something 
global is emerging, with elements that are very much 
intertwined. A couple of months before the war 
started I met a head of state, a wise man, who speaks 
very little, very wise indeed. After we talked about 
the things he wanted to talk about, he told me that he 
was very concerned about the way NATO was 
moving. I asked him why, and he said, “They are 
barking at the gates of Russia. They do not 
understand that the Russians are imperialists and will 
allow no foreign power to approach them.” He 
concluded, “The situation could lead to war.” This 
was his opinion. On February 24, the war began. That 
head of state was able to read the signs of what was 
taking place. 
What we are seeing is the brutality and ferocity with 
which this war is being carried out by the troops, 
generally mercenaries, used by the Russians. The 
Russians prefer to send in Chechen and Syrian 
mercenaries. But the danger is that we only see this, 
which is monstrous, and we do not see the whole 
drama unfolding behind this war, which was perhaps 
somehow either provoked or not prevented. And note 
the interest in testing and selling weapons. It is very 
sad, but at the end of the day that is what is at stake. 
Someone may say to me at this point: so you are pro-
Putin! No, I am not. It would be simplistic and wrong 
to say such a thing. I am simply against reducing 
complexity to the distinction between good guys and 
bad guys without reasoning about roots and interests, 
which are very complex. While we see the ferocity, 
the cruelty of Russian troops, we must not forget the 
real problems if we want them to be solved. 
It is also true that the Russians thought it would all be 
over in a week. But they miscalculated. They 
encountered  a brave people, a people who are 
struggling to survive and who have a history of 
struggle. 
I must also add that we see what is happening now in 
the Ukraine because it is closer to us and touches our 
sensibility more. But there are other countries far 
away. Let  us think of some parts of Africa, the north 
of Nigeria, the north of the Congo, where a war is 

still going on and nobody cares. Think of Rwanda 25 
years ago. Think of Myanmar and the Rohingya. The 
world is at war. A few years ago it occurred to me to 
say that we are living the third world war piece by 
piece. For me, today, World War III has been 
declared. This is something that should give us pause 
for thought. What is happening to humanity that we 
have had three world wars in a century? I lived the 
first war through my grandfather’s experience on the 
Piave River. And then the second and now the third. 
This is bad for humanity, a calamity. To think that in 
one century there have been three world wars, with 
all the arms trade behind them! 
Just three years ago, there was the commemoration of 
the 75th anniversary of the Normandy landings. 
Many heads of state and government celebrated their 
success. No one remembered the tens of thousands of 
young men who died on the beaches on that occasion. 
When I went to Redipuglia in 2014 for the centenary 
of the world war – I share something personal – I 
cried when I saw the age of the fallen soldiers. When, 
a few years later, on November 2 – I visit a cemetery 
every November 2 – I went to Anzio,  I cried there 
when I saw the age of those fallen soldiers. Last year 
I went to a  French cemetery and saw that the graves 
of the young men – Christians and Muslims, because 
the French also sent those from North Africa to fight 
– were also of young men of 20, 22, 24 years old. 
When I went to Slovakia, I was struck by the number 
of young and old women. However, there was a lack 
of older men. The grandmothers were alone. The war 
had taken their husbands away. 
Why am I telling you this? Because I would like your 
journals to deal with the human side of war. I would 
like you to show the human drama of war. It is all 
very well to make a geopolitical calculation, to study 
things in depth. You must do so because that is your 
duty. But also try to convey the human drama of war: 
the human drama of those cemeteries, the human 
drama of the beaches of Normandy or Anzio, the 
human drama of a woman whose receives a knock on 
the door, it’s a postman with a letter thanking her for 
having given a son to the country, who is a hero of 
the country. But she is then left alone. Reflecting on 
this would help humanity and the Church a great 
deal. Make your socio-political reflections, without 
however neglecting human reflection on  war. 
Let us go back to Ukraine. Everyone opens their 
hearts to the refugees, the Ukrainian exiles, who are 
usually women and children. The men are left to 
fight. At the general audience last week, two wives of 
Ukrainian soldiers who were in the Azovstal 
steelworks came to ask me to intercede for them to be 
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saved. We are all very sensitive to these dramatic 
situations. They are women with children whose 
husbands are fighting over there. Young, beautiful 
women. But I ask myself, what will happen when the 
enthusiasm to help passes? Because things are 
cooling down, and who will then take care of these 
women? We need to look beyond the concrete action 
of the moment, and see how we will support them so 
that they do not fall into trafficking, are not abused, 
because the vultures are already circling. 
Ukraine is an expert in suffering slavery and war. It is 
a rich country that has always been cut up, torn apart 
by the will of those who want to take it over and 
exploit it. It is as if history has predisposed Ukraine 
to be a heroic country. Seeing this heroism touches 
our hearts. A heroism that combines with tenderness! 
In fact when the first young Russian soldiers arrived 
– later they sent mercenaries – sent to carry out a 
“military operation,” as they said, without knowing 
they were going to war, it was the Ukrainian women 
who took care of them when they surrendered. Great 
humanity, great tenderness. Brave women. Brave 
people. A people not afraid to fight. A people 
hardworking and at the same time proud of their land. 
We keep in mind the Ukrainian identity at this time. 
This is what moves us: to see such heroism. I would 
really like to emphasize this point, the heroism of the 
Ukrainian people. What is before our eyes is a 
situation of world war, global interests, arms sales 
and geopolitical appropriation, which is martyring a 
heroic people. 
I would like to add one more element. I had a forty-
minute conversation with Patriarch Kirill. In the first 
part he read me a declaration in which he gave 
reasons justifying the war. When he finished, I 
intervened and told him: “Brother, we are not clerics 
of the State, we are pastors of the people.” I was to 
have met him on June 14 in Jerusalem, to talk about 
our shared issues. But with the war, by mutual 
agreement, we decided to postpone the meeting to a 
later date, so that our dialogue would not be 
misunderstood. I hope to meet him at a general 
assembly in Kazakhstan in September. I hope to be 
able to greet him and speak a little with him as a 
pastor. 
  
What signs of spiritual renewal do you see in the 
Church? Do you see any? Are there signs of new, 
fresh life? 
It is very difficult to see spiritual renewal using old-
fashioned criteria. We need to renew our way of 
seeing reality, of evaluating it. In the European 
Church I see more renewal in the spontaneous things 

that are emerging: movements, groups, new bishops 
who remember that there is a Council behind them. 
Because the Council that some pastors remember best 
is that of Trent. What I’m saying is not nonsense. 
Restorationism has come to gag the Council. The 
number of groups of “restorers” – for example, in the 
United States there are many – is significant. An 
Argentine bishop told me that he had been asked to 
administer a diocese that had fallen into the hands of 
these “restorers.” They had never accepted the 
Council. There are ideas, behaviors that arise from a 
restorationism that basically did not accept the 
Council. The problem is precisely this: in some 
contexts the Council has not yet been accepted. It is 
also true that it takes a century for a Council to take 
root. We still have forty years to make it take root, 
then! 
Signs of renewal are also the groups that through 
social or pastoral assistance give a new face to the 
Church. The French are very creative in this regard. 
You were not yet born, but I witnessed in 1974 the 
ordeal of Father General Pedro Arrupe during the 
32nd General Congregation. At that time there was a 
conservative reaction to block the prophetic voice of 
Arrupe! Today for us that General is a saint, but he 
had to endure many attacks. He was courageous 
because he dared to take the step. Arrupe was a man 
of great obedience to the pope, great obedience. Paul 
VI understood that. The best speech ever written by a 
pope to the Society of Jesus is the one Paul VI made 
on December 3, 1974. He wrote it by hand. We still 
have the originals. The prophetic Paul VI had the 
freedom to write it. On the other hand, people linked 
to the curia somehow incited a group of Spanish 
Jesuits who considered themselves the true 
“orthodox,” and they opposed Arrupe. Paul VI never 
got into that game. Arrupe had the ability to see the 
will of God, combined with a childlike simplicity in 
adhering to the pope. I remember one day, while we 
were having coffee in a small group, he approached 
and said: “Come on, let’s go! The pope is about to 
pass, let’s greet him!” He was like a child! With that 
spontaneous love! 
A Jesuit from the province of Loyola was particularly 
aggressive toward Fr. Arrupe. He was sent to various 
places and even to Argentina, and always made 
trouble. He once said to me: “You are someone who 
understands nothing. But the real culprits are Fr. 
Arrupe and Fr. Calvez. The happiest day of my life 
will be when I see them hanging from the gallows in 
St. Peter’s Square.” Why am I telling you this story? 
To make you understand what the post-conciliar 
period was like. This is happening again, especially 
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with the traditionalists. That is why it is important to 
save these figures who defended the Council and 
fidelity to the pope. We must return to Arrupe: he is a 
light from that moment that illuminates us all. It was 
he who rediscovered the Spiritual Exercises as a 
source, freeing himself from the rigid formulations of 
the Epitome Instituti,[2] the expression of a closed, 
rigid thinking, more instructive-ascetical than 
mystical. 
  
In our Europe, as in my own Sweden, one cannot say 
that there is a strong religious tradition. How do we 
evangelize in a culture that has no religious 
tradition? 
It is not easy for me to answer this question. I met 
with the Swedish Academy, which is the promoter 
committee of the Nobel Prize for Literature. They 
brought me as a gift an image of Saint Ignatius 
bought in an antique shop. It is a painting of Saint 
Ignatius from the 18th century. I thought: “A group 
of Swedes bring me Saint Ignatius. He will help 
them!” I don’t know how to answer your question, to 
tell you the truth. Because only those who live there, 
in that context, can understand and discover the right 
paths. I would like to point out, however, a man who 
is a model of guidance, Cardinal Anders Arborelius. 
He is not afraid of anything. He talks to everybody 
and is not against anybody. He always aims for the 
positive. I believe that a person like him can indicate 
the right path to follow. 
  
In Germany we have a synodal path that some think 
is heretical, but in reality it is very close to real life. 
Many are leaving the Church because they no longer 
trust it. A particular case is that of the diocese of 
Cologne. What do you think of it? 
To the president of the German Episcopal 
Conference, Bishop Bätzing, I said: “In Germany 
there is a very good Evangelical Church. We don’t 
need two.” The problem arises when the synodal path 
comes from the intellectual, theological elites, and is 
much influenced by external pressures. There are 
some dioceses where the synodal way is being 
developed with the faithful, with the people, slowly. 
I wanted to write a letter about your synodal way. I 
wrote it myself, and it took me a month to write it. I 
did not want to involve the curia. I did it by myself. 
The original is Spanish and the one in German is a 
translation. That is where you will find my thoughts. 
Then the question of the diocese of Cologne. When 
the situation was very turbulent, I asked the 
archbishop to go away for six months, so that things 
would calm down and I could see clearly. Because 

when the waters are rough you cannot see clearly. 
When he returned I asked him to write a letter of 
resignation. He did and he gave it to me. And he 
wrote a letter of apology to the diocese. I left him in 
his place to see what would happen, but I have his 
resignation in hand. 
What is happening is that there are a lot of pressure 
groups, and under pressure it is not possible to 
discern. Then there is an economic issue for which I 
am considering sending a financial team. To be able 
to discern, I am waiting until there is no pressure. The 
fact that there are different points of view is fine. The 
problem is when there is pressure. That does not help. 
I do not think Cologne is the only diocese in the 
world where there are conflicts, though. I treat it like 
any other diocese in the world that experiences 
conflict. I can think of one where the conflict has 
not  yet ended: Arecibo in Puerto Rico, has been in 
conflict  for years. There are many dioceses like that. 
  
Holy Father, we are a digital magazine and we also 
speak to young people who are on the margins of the 
Church. Young people want quick and immediate 
opinions and information. How can we introduce 
them to the process of discernment? 
One must not stand still. When working with young 
people we must always give a moving perspective, 
not a static one. We must ask the Lord to have the 
grace and wisdom to help us take the right steps. In 
my time work with young people consisted of study 
meetings. It no longer works that way now. We have 
to move them forward with concrete ideals, works, 
paths. Young people find their reason for being along 
the way, never in a static way. Some may be hesitant 
because they see young people without faith; they say 
they are not in the grace of God. But let God take 
care of them! Your task is to set them on the way. I 
think that is the best thing we can do. 

*** 
Sorry if I went on too long, but I wanted to underline 
the post-Council and Arrupe issues because the 
current problem of the Church is precisely the non-
acceptance of the Council. 

Antonio Spadaro, SJ 

Editor-in-Chief, La Civiltà Cattolica 
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