OLQP MISSION STATEMENT

Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church is dedicated to
witnessing the teachings of Jesus Christ, especially the
Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 25:31-46. Our mission
is to nurture the spirit and to encourage the potential of
those we serve through liturgical celebration, educational
endeavors and social ministries. The parish will continue
to identify with its origin as a Black parish. As a multi-
ethnic congregation we will seek to promote racial har-
mony and social justice. While our primary focus is within
the immediate community, we will also work to provide
for the well-being of the downtrodden everywhere. In
this we strive for our parish community to be a caring,
sharing, and loving family.

Welcome to OLQP Catholic Church!
iBienvenidos a OLQP Iglesia Catdlica!

Contact / Contacto:
2700 19th St S, Arlington VA 22204
703-979-5580, office@olqgpva.org

Office Hours (mask required)

Horas de oficina (se requiere el uso de mascarillas)
Monday-Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm
Lunes a viernes — 8:30am a 4:30pm

Website / sitioweb: olgpva.org

Live Stream Mass Schedule:

Horario de Misas de transmision en directo:
September 26— 8am & 1pm
October 3-9:30am & 1pm

26 de septiembre —8am y 1pm

3 de octubre — 9:30am y 1pm

Masses / Misas:

Weekdays / Dias laborables:
Mon-Fri, 12pm / lunes a viernes 12pm

Weekend Mass Schedule /

Horario de misas de fin de semana:
Saturday Vigil — 5:30pm
Misa de vigilia sabados - 5:30 pm
Sundays — 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:15am,
1:00pm (Spanish) & 6:00pm (Young Adult)
Domingos — 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am,
1:00 pm (espafiol), y 6:00 pm (Misa de

jovenes adultos)

DECLARACION DE MISION DE OLQP

La parroquia de la iglesia catdlica Nuestra Sefiora Reina
de la Paz se dedica a dar testimonio de las ensefianzas
de Jesucristo, especialmente el Evangelio de San
Mateo, Capitulo 25:21-46. Nuestra misidn es nutrir el
espiritu y alentar el potencial de aquellos a quienes
servimos a través de la celebracidn liturgica, labores
educativas y ministerios sociales. La parroquia
continuard identificindose con su origen como una
comunidad afro-americana, pero reflejando una
congregacion multi-étnica y continuara promoviendo la
armonia racial y la justicia social. Si bien es cierto que
nuestro enfoque principal es la vecindad comunitaria,
continuaremos trabajando para proveer por el
bienestar de los mas necesitados en general. Es asi
como nos esforzamos para hacer de nuestra
comunidad parroquial una familia que comparte y se
preocupa por sus miembros.

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE CHURCH

September 26, 2021
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN

ORDINARY TIME

THIS SUNDAY’S SPECIAL MASS SCHEDULE
8am, 9:30am, 12noon bilingual and 6pm
Please join us after the 12noon Mass at Barcroft Park for
OLQP’s Annual Parish Picnic!

HORARIO ESPECIAL DE MISAS PARA ESTE DOMINGO
8am, 9:30am, 12 del mediodia bilingiie y 6pm
iPor favor Unase a nosotros después de la Misa del mediodia
en Barcroft Park para el picnic anual de OLQP!

"For whoever is
not against us is
for us.
Anyone who
gives you a cup
of water to
drink because
you belong to
Christ,
amen, | say to
you,
will surely not
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NEXT WEEKEND’S SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTION:
SPECIAL KIDS / SPECIAL NEEDS

COLECTA DEL FIN DE SEMANA PROXIMO:
NINOS ESPECIALES / NECESIDADES ESPECIALES

NUESTRA SENORA REINA DE LA PAZ

26 de septiembre 2021

VIGESIMOSEXTODOMINGO EN EL

TIEMPO ORDINARIO



SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION /
PREPARACION SACRAMENTAL
Baptism / Bautizo:
Please email Baptism Coordinator Sandra Rivera,

srivera@olqgpva.org.
Por favor mande un correo electronico a la coordinadora de los
bautizos, Sandra Rivera, srivera@olqgpva.org.

Marriage Preparation/ Preparacién para el matrimonio:
Please contact the parish office at least six months before wedding
date to complete requirements.

Por favor llame a la oficina de la parroquia seis meses antes
de su matrimonio para completar todos los requisitos.

Reconciliation / Reconciliacién—Confesién:
Fr. Ray Hall Library
Biblioteca Fr. Ray Hall
Saturdays 4:45-5:15pm & by appointment
Los sdbados: 4:45-5:15pm y por cita previa.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS / COLECTAS DEL DOMINGO
Sunday Collection / Colecta del pasado domingo: $7,064
Hurrican Ida & Inland Tropical Storm /

Huracan Ida y Tormenta Torpical del Interior: $2,916
Faith Direct (August Average /
promedio del mes de agosto): $12,901

WORD & EUCHARIST MISSALETTE/
MISAL PALABRA Y EUCARISTIA
Today’s readings can be found on page 662.
Las lecturas de hoy se encuentran en la pagina 663.

BULLETIN DEADLINE / PLAZO PARA EL BOLETIN
Wednesday / miércoles —9 AM — office@olgpva.org

OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND STRENGTHEN US /
NUESTROS ENFERMOS Y CONFINADOS NOS FORTALECEN

PLEASE PRAY FOR / POR FAVOR OREMOS POR:

Catherine Algeri, Suri Barahona, Gene Bétit, Grace Bialecki, Cindy Bianga,
Francis Bilgera, Joseph Leopold Bissonnette, Precious Bowens, April
Brassard, Dave Brassard, Evie Brown, Lynne Burgh, Marty Butner
Covington, Brody Carroll, Reggie Carter, Louise Chambers, Carmen Rosa
Claure, Jeff Cory, Mary Daluca, Cheryl Darby, Jim Davis, Adrienne DiCerbo,
Ernest Donatto, Patricia “Pat” Dowd, Irene Fitzpatrick, Elizabeth (Bunny)
Foster, Yevette Francois, Anne Fullerton, Iva Futrell, Karen Gammache,
Trishann Ganley, Francine Gemmill, Fred Gladbach, Yolanda Gregorio,
Harris Family, Sally Harrs, Linda Hawkins, Clare Hayden, Dee Hickey,
Margaret Hodges, Margaret Howe, Patrick Hynes, Beatriz Uribe Jaramillo,
Lillian Jay, Pat Johnson, Sharon Jourdan, Cindy Kernick, Sally Krahn,
Carmen Andrea Lara, Patrick Lawrey, Bertie Leahy, Lidia Montero Lopez,
Olga MacKenzie, Wil McBride, Stefan McGuigan, Martha Gladys Medina,
Maria Magdalena Medrano de Ventura, Eileen Melia, Frances Mierzwa,
Arthur Miller, Mary Miller, Yvonne Mockler, Carmen Montijo, Dorothy
Moran, Rosemary Morrisey, Bob Morsches, Chelsea Murray, Dorothy
Myrtle, Mario Amel Najarro, Bruyce Niligis, Julie O’'Brien, Peggy O’'Brien,
Patrick Ogden, Janet O’Neil, Delfima Pacheco-Choque, Roy Paco, Catherine
Parr, Mary Pasquarella, Mark Pazich, Minnie Pazich, Paul Ramirez, Maddie
Respicio-Cabatic, Wally Reyes, Michael Rodgers, Maritza Roldan, Marco
Cristiaan Rufolo-Roger, Josefina Salgado, Carolyn Santos, Susan Savage,
Jane Shepard, Janet Shirvanian, Mary Shookhoff, Jeffrey Smith, Mary E.
Smith, Eva Souza, Nina Stewart, Michael Arthur Sweat, Nancy Urquizo,
Stephen Utley, Robin Vogel, Kate Witkowski, Midge Wholey, Mary Woods,
Claudia Zapata, Kate Zopp.
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TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

VIGESIMOSEXTO DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO
Numbers 11:25-29 (137B); James 5:1-6; Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48
Numeros 11,25-29 (137B); Santiago 5,1-6; Marcos 9:38-43, 45, 47-48
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
VIGESIMOSEPTIMO DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO

Genesis 2:18-24 (140B); Hebrews 2:9-11; Mark 10:2-16
Génesis 2,18-24 (140B); Hebreos 2,9-11; Marcos 10,2-16

MASS INTENTIONS, SEPTEMBER 25-OCTOBER 1
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
INTENCIONES DE LAS MISAS, 25 SEPTIEMBRE-1 OCTUBRE

VIGESIMOSEXTO DOMINGO EN EL TIEMPO ORDINARIO
Saturday September 25th
5:30 pm the Parish
Sunday September 26th
8:00 am Marilou Jocson Jordan (D) by Judy and Wally Reyes
9:30 am Guillermo Pérez (D) by Diana Pérez (Deana Rumbaugh)
12:00 pm Picnic Day (Special Intention) by the Parish
6:00 pm the Parish
Monday September 27th
12:00 pm Kat Terkun (D) by Laura Bandini
Tuesday September 28th
12:00 pm Maria Chang Yu (D) by Michele Chang
Wednesday September 29th
12:00 pm Jeffrey S. Martin (D) by Terry Schubert
Thursday September 30th
12:00 pm Kellen Belisle Lamoureux (D) by Sharon A. Jourdan
Friday October 1st
12:00 pm Victor Sticklor (D) by Jim Gordon

SACRAMENTAL LIFE OF THE PARISH /
VIDA SACRAMENTAL DE LA PARROQUIA

This weekend we welcome flve new Christians. Este fin de
semana le damos la bienvenida a cinco nuevos cristianos.
Britney Keyla Tenorio Guzman, Lennox Spence Goon,
Layten Augustus Goon, Christian Daniel Bustios-Wysocki &
Emma Ann Eileen Bustios-Wysocki
Baptized September 25 / Bautizados el 25 de septiembre

CONGRATULATIONS! / iFELICIDADES!

Nadeége Rena Massou & Jermaine Christopher Spence
Married September 25 / Casados el 25 de septiembre

OLQP PARISH STAFF / PERSONAL DE LA PARROQUIA
Pastor / Pdrroco: Fr. Tim Hickey, CSSp, thickey@olqpva.org
Parochial Vicar / Pdrroco Asociado: Fr. Martin Vu, CSSp,
mvu@olgpva.org

Ministerio Latino: Fr. Joseph Nangle, OFM,
j.nangleofm@yahoo.com

Deacon / Didcono: Dcn. Tony Remedios, tremedios@olqpva.org
(@ajremedios) on Twitter

Parish Office [/ Oficina
Business Manager / Gerente de Negocios: Christina Kozyn,
ckozyn@olgpva.org
Social Justice & Outreach Minister / Ministro de Justicia Social y
Acercamiento (bilingiie): Sally Diaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olgpva.org
Youth & Young Adult Minister / Ministro de Adolescentes y Jovenes Adultos:
Rebecca Grant Jenkins, rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org
Faith Formation Director / Director de Formacion de Fe (biling: e):
Cecilia Lopez Oetgen, clopez@olqgpva.org
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A Consistent Ethic of Life Catholic Community

PORTO CHARITIES ANNUAL COLLECTION FOR
GOD’S SPECIAL CHILDREN
WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 2-3: SPECIAL KIDS,
SPECIAL NEEDS

Bishop Burbidge has enthusiastically endorsed this collection
on behalf of intellectually and developmentally challenged
youth with the diocese. The collection provides financial
resources which are used to support special education
programs — exemplifying the compassion and love of the
Catholic Church (Bishop Burbidge). Please be generous in
support of this worthwhile endeavor. For additional
information visit Porto Charities web site at
portocharities.org and view The Value of Inclusion in Our
Catholic Schools.

VOTER REGISTRATION -- Forms to register to vote will
be available next week in the back of the church. If you have
had a change of address or are just moving to our area from
another state, you will need to register. Questions, contact
Sally Diaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olqpva.org

SOCKTOBER IS COMING! — we will begin collecting
socks that are gently used and new for the Feast on the
Street Ministry. Please look for the box with the flyer in the
church narthex and place them there. We will only collect
during the month of October. Thank you. Questions, please
contact Sally Diaz-Wells at sdiazwells@olqpva.org or 703-
979-5580.

DISASTER RECOVERY SUPPORT FOR MEDOR

The coordinator of Medor’s agro-forestry program reported
that 106 local farms were affected by the recent earthquake
and tropical storm, increasing food insecurity in an area
already suffering from food scarcity. To help with recovery,
70 goats will be added to the community’s livestock-sharing
program, creating sustainable economic opportunities for
the affected farmers, and 30 dozen plantain plants will be
distributed to farmers whose plantain farms were
destroyed.
We are grateful to the Smallholder Farmers Alliance for
implementing the disaster recovery plan, to Our Lady Queen
of Peace and Raising Haiti Foundation for funding it, and to
the Medor farmers for their diligent work despite the many
challenges.

WEEKLY OLQP MOMENT

Join the parish community on Tuesday at 2:43 to reflect on
the topic of Wisdom. There is no time requirement for your
reflection and no virtual meeting to join. Wherever you are,
whatever you are doing, please pause for your reflection
knowing you are with others from the OLQP community.
Anyone wishing to add the OLQP moment to their calendar
can email "OLQP Moment" to Patrick Julius

at patjulius@verizon.net to receive the information in a
calendar request. Please specify if you want the reminder in
Spanish.

3/12

COLECTA ANUAL PARA LAS NINAS Y NINOS
ESPECIALES DE DIOS DE CARIDADES PORTO
FIN DE SEMANA DEL 2-3 DE OCTUBRE: NINOS
ESPECIALES, NECESIDADES ESPECIALES

El Obispo Burbidge ha apoyado esta colecta con entusiasmo que
beneficiara a la juventud de la didcesis con discapacidades
intelectuales y de desarrollo. La colecta provee recursos
financieros que se usan para apoyar programas de educacién
especial — ejemplificando la compasion y el amor de la Iglesia
catdlica (Obispo Burbidge). Por favor, sea generosa/o en su apoyo
de este esfuerzo meritorio. Para obtener mas informacion visite el
sitio web de Porto Charities: portocharities.org y vea The Value of
Inclusion in Our Catholic Schools.

INSCRIPCION PARA VOTAR - Los formularios de inscripcion
para votar van a estar disponibles la proxima semana en la parte
de atrds de la iglesia. Si ha tenido un cambio de direccién o se
acaba de mudar a nuestra area de otro estado, tiene que
inscribirse. Si tiene preguntas, contacte a Sally Diaz-Wells,
sdiazwells@olgpva.org

iVIENE SOCKTUBRE! — Vamos a empezar a recoger medias de
poco uso y nuevas para Feast on the Street Ministry. Por favor,
ponga sus donaciones en la caja con la informacién en la parte
trasera de la iglesia. Solamente vamos a recoger medias durante
el mes de octubre. Gracias. Contacte a Sally Diaz-Wells si tiene
preguntas: sdiazwells@olqgpva.org o llame al 703-979-5580.

AYUDA PARA LA RECUPERACION DE
DESASTRES PARA MEDOR

La persona que coordina el programa agroforestal de Medor
reportd que el terremoto reciente y la tormenta tropical
afectaron 106 fincas locales y esto aumentd la inseguridad
alimentaria en un lugar que ya sufria debido a esa inseguridad.
Para ayudar con la recuperacion, se van a afiadir 70 chivos al
programa de intercambio de ganado de la comunidad, creando
oportunidades econdmicas sostenibles para los agricultores
afectados y se van a repartir 30 docenas de plantas de platano
entre los agricultores que sufrieron la pérdida de sus fincas de
platanos.

Le agradecemos a la Alianza de pequefios agricultores su
implementacion del programa de ayuda para la recuperacion, a
Nuestra Sefiora Reina de la Paz y a la fundacion Raising Haiti su
contribuciéon de fondos y a los agricultores de Medor por su
trabajo a pesar de los muchos desafios que encuentran.

MOMENTO SEMANAL DE OLQP

Unase a la comunidad parroquial el martes a las 2:43pm para
reflexionar sobre el tema de la Sabiduria. No se requiere que se
reflexione por un tiempo especifico y no hay que asistir a una
reunion virtual. Dondequiera que esté, sin importar lo que esta
haciendo, por favor pare para reflexionar sabiendo que esta
unida/o a otras personas de la comunidad de OLQP. Cualquier
persona que desea afiadir el momento a su calendario puede
mandarle un correo electrénico “Momento de OLQP” a Patrick
Julius — patjulius@verizon.net para recibir la informacién en una
solicitud para el calendario. Por favor especifique si quiere el
recordatorio en espafiol.
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Una comunidad catdlica con una ética consistente con la vida

OLQP ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC
JOIN US THIS WEEKEND!!!
BARCROFT PARK
4200 S Four Mile Run Dr.
Parking at Barcroft Center lot, parking structure or
Tucker Field lot
Or...bike, walk, ride share

iPICNIC ANUAL DE LA PARROQUIA OLQP
UNANSE A NOSOTROS ESTE FIN DE SEMANA!
BARCROFT PARK
4200 S. Four Mile Run Dr.
Estacionamiento en el lote o en el garage en el
Barcroft Center o en el lote en el campo Tucker
O..vaya en bicicleta, camine o comparta el viaje

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS -- The culmination of the
Season of Creation will end with the blessing of the animals
on Saturday, October 2, at 10am., in the courtyard of the
church, weather permitting. Father Joe looks forward to

seeing all of God’s creatures.

APPLE GLEANING AT MARKER-MILLER FARM
Gleaning is back! Come out to glean with AFAC on Saturday,
October 9. Marker-Miller Orchards, 3035 Cedar Creek
Grade, Winchester, VA. Interested, contact Sally Diaz-Wells
at sdiazwells@olqpva.org or Rebecca Grant Jenkins,
rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)

JOIN US!
-- Seeking to be baptized?
-- Already baptized in another faith tradition and considering
joining the Catholic Church?
-- Interested in adult confirmation?
RCIA is a place to ask questions and seek understanding of
how God acts in our lives and how our faith motivates us to
serve others. A new group is forming, and the journey
begins with a “no-strings” inquiry session on Thursday,
September 30, at 7pm in Founders Room, with masks and
social distancing. We encourage potential candidates to
come and learn more about the process.
We are also seeking parishioners to support our candidates
on their journey as sponsors or Companions on the Journey.
Companions support our RCIA candidates through prayer
and messages of support. Sponsors serve as guides and
mentors to individual candidates on their faith journeys.
This is a very rewarding ministry and a wonderful way to
deepen your own faith as you share it with others --
responding to Christ's call for us to take what we receive in
the Eucharist out into the world. For further information,
contact: Alice and Kevin Curtin:  703-461-3082
or acurtin947@aol.com
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BENDICION DE LOS ANIMALES - La culminacién del
Tiempo de la creacién va a ser la bendicion de los animales el
sabado, 2 de octubre a las 10am en el patio de la iglesia si el
tiempo lo permite. El Padre Joe espera ver a todas las criaturas
de Dios.

RECOGIDA DE MANZANAS EN LA FINCA MARKER-

MILLER - jEl espigar ha regresado! Venga y participe en esta
actividad con AFAC para espigar el sabado, 9 de octubre.
Marker-Miller Orchards, 3035 Cedar Creek Grade, Winchester,
VA. Si estd interesada/o contacte a Sally Diaz-Wells:
sdiazwells@olqgpva.org o a Rebecca Grant Jenkins,
rgrantjenkins@olgpva.org

RITO DE INCIACION CRISTIANA PARA ADULTOS
(RICA)
iUNASE A NOSOTROS!

—¢Busca ser bautizada/o?

-- ¢Ya esta bautizada/o en otra tradicion de fe y estd pensando
convertirse a la Iglesia catdlica?

— ¢Esta interesada/o en la confirmacion para adultos?

El RICA es un lugar donde hacer preguntas y buscar el
entendimiento de cédmo Dios obra en nuestras vidas y como
nuestra fe nos motiva a servir a los demas. Se estd formando un
nuevo grupo y la jornada empieza el jueves, 30 de septiembre a
las 7 p.m. con una sesion de investigacion “sin compromiso” en
el Founders Room, con mascarillas y distanciamiento social.
Animamos a posibles candidatos a venir y aprender mds acerca
del proceso. También buscamos a miembros de la parroquia
para que, como madrinas, padrinos o compafieras/os en la
jornada, apoyen a los candidatos. Las compafieras/os apoyan a
nuestros candidatos del RICA con oraciones y mensajes de
apoyo. Las madrinas y padrinos sirven de guias y consejeros para
candidatos individuales en su jornada de fe. Este ministerio es
muy enriquecedor y una manera maravillosa de profundizar su
propia fe al compartirla con otras personas — respondiendo a la
llamada de Cristo a nosotros a llevar lo que recibimos en la
Eucaristia al resto del mundo. Para obtener mas informacidn
contacte a Cecilia Lépez — clopez@olgpva.org o llame al 703-979
-5580.



mailto:sdiazwells@olqpva.org
mailto:rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org
mailto:acurtin947@aol.com
mailto:sdiazwells@olqpva.org
mailto:rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org
mailto:clopez@olqpva.org

PICNIC RAFFLE TO HONOR FATHER JOE NANGLE,

OFM -- The Latino community will be selling raffle tickets
at the parish picnic, Sunday, September 26. Funds will help
create a foundation in Father Joe's name that would focus
on community projects in Latin America. Tickets are $5.00
each; cash and checks (payable to Our Lady Queen of
Peace and with “raffle” on memo line) will be accepted at
the picnic.

CELEBRATING A SILVER OR GOLDEN

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY THIS YEAR?
Were you married in 1971 or 19967 Then join Bishop Mi-
chael F. Burbidge for the 2021 Mass for Jubilarians to be
celebrated on Sunday, October 17th at 3pm. at the Cathe-
dral of St. Thomas More in Arlington. Contact the parish
office to register no later than October 1st. For more info,
visit www.arlingtondiocese.org/MJM.

RIFA PARA HONRAR AL PADRE JOE NANGLE, OFM EN

EL PICNIC — La comunidad latina va a vender papeletas para la
rifa en el picnic de la parroquia el domingo, 26 de septiembre. Los
fondos van a ayudar a crear una fundacién en nombre del Padre
Joe que se enfocara en proyectos comunitarios en América Latina.
Las papeletas cuestan $5.00 cada una. Se aceptaran cheques
(pagaderos a Nuestra Sefiora Reina de la Paz con la palabra “rifa”
en la linea del asunto) y efectivo en el picnic.

¢VA A CELEBRAR UN ANIVERSARIO DE
BODA DE PLATA O DE ORO ESTE ANO?

¢éSe caso en el 1971 o 19967 Entonces Unase al Obispo Michael
Burbidge para la Misa para jubilares que se celebrard el domingo,
17 de octubre a las 3pm en la Catedral de St. Thomas More en
Arlington. Péngase en contacto con la oficina parroquial no mas
tarde que el 1ro de octubre para apuntarse. Para obtener mas
informacion visite www.arlingtondiocese.org/MJM.

JUST A THOUGHT...OR TWO...

In last week’s Gospel the disciples quarreled amongst
themselves over who was the greatest, this week they
are incensed at the audacity of an “outsider” who acts
as though he is part of the “insiders” the twelve. But
Jesus cautions John not to be so quick in his judgment
of the man casting out daemons in Jesus’ name.

Well-meaning and upstanding disciples are routinely
aghast at the thought of including “less than upstand-
ing members of our society” in “the family of

God” [But Lord,” they say, then as today, “what
about standards? What about criteria? How can you
admit anyone, no matter what’s contained in their
past, no matter how unsuitable their present?”

Maybe “the best people” will decide not to be associ-
ated with the Kingdom as Jesus presents it..after all
they have attained righteousness all by themselves,
through their own efforts and how can Jesus ask them
to share the Kingdom with sinners, tax collectors and
the like?

These people, even on their best day, with their best
effort, could never attain the Kingdom..except for
God’s grace! Thank God for “grace” !

| don’ know about them but I'm relying on that non-
exclusive, saving, grace..yesterday, today and tomor-
row!

When behavior excludes people of goodwill who are
doing the best they can, like Eldad and Medad, like the
man in the Gospel, such exclusion becomes the very

antithesis of what is demanded of us as followers of
Jesus Christ!

When we do what we do in God’s name for the good
of others, we become equal in each other’s sight, as
we always have been in God’s sight.

Discipleship is difficult, it challenges the way we live,
the way we think and the way we view the world
around us. Discipleship calls us to be our best selves,
as God has created us to be, as God has dreamt us to
be in the world and to live with each other and to care
for the world, our common home.

God gives us the grace we need to live up to that
dream that God has for us and for the world as a
whole. And the Eucharist helps strengthens us for the
task of living out our discipleship to the best of our
abilities.

Through God’s grace we can help build up the Reign of
God in the here and now through our “good works” for
the sake of “the other” !

Do | exclude anyone from my life? Do | look down on
anyone? Can | believe that God deeply and passion-
ately loves us all, just as we are, even those whom |
might think unworthy?

Blessings,
Fr Tim
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Programs that are open to the entire community, but offered in English only.
Programas que le dan la bienvenida a toda la comunidad, pero que solo se ofrecen en inglés.

YOUTH MINISTRY REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
Please go to the parish website Youth Ministry Page (click the
“Get Involved” tab), to register and for more information. We
meet in 1915 Edgewood St.

New program highlights:

9 High School Teen Nites will meet every OTHER Wednes-
day, beginning on September 29”‘, from 7:00pm —9:00pm.

9 High School Firepit Fridays will meet every OTHER Friday,
beginning on October 5™ from 7:00pm — 9:00pm.

T Middle School “F3” will be the last Friday of each month,
from 7:00pm — 8:30pm. Faith, Fellowship & Fun for our 7"
& 8" grade YM members.

T Middle/High School Bible Study will meet every OTHER
Tuesday, beginning September 21%, from 7:00pm —
8:00pm.

LAST CALL FOR JUSTFAITH 2021 -- JustFaith is designed
for people who want a deeper faith, a greater sense of purpose,
and a practical understanding of how to make a difference in
the world. The class will be canceled for this year if more inter-
est in not shown. Interested in joining the group? Contact
Sally Diaz-Wells at sdiazwells@olqgpva.org

CAN YOU ASSIST WITH THIS IMPORTANT CAUSE?

I am an Arlington Catholic blessed to work with Deacon Tony
facilitating programs at OLQP on bridging identity divides. Re-
cently, a dear friend in Yemen became Christian, along with his
brother and a friend. Their lives are now threatened by an an-
gry relative and they are trying to flee Yemen ASAP. We are
raising funds to support their relocation/living expenses and
legal assistance. Donations gratefully received on Faith Direct—
on OLQP’s home page click Donate, then under Ways to Help
click Donate button, then click General Donation. On the
credit card information page under the month and date there is
a “note box” please type ‘Yemen' in the note box. Gratefully,
Rebecca Cataldi

AN ECO-ACTION: show your support to President Biden and
Congress that you favor bold action on climate. Sign the Catho-
lic Climate Petition. Learn details at Catholic Climate Covenant.

SERIES OF REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF CREA-

TION: The National Catholic Reporter is beginning a series of
reflections "At Home in Creation" to be published every Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday during September. Search: Earth-
beat@ncronline.org.
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SAVE THE DATE: Young Adult Ministry, Oktoberfest, Sunday
October 17th, after the 6:00pm mass. If interested in volunteer-
ing for this event, please contact Rebecca Grant Jenkins,
rgrantjenkins@gmail.com.

MATT 25 CLOTHING REQUEST- Matt 25 is turning over
the store from spring/summer clothing to fall/winter clothing
next week. We will be accepting gently used winter clothing
every Wednesday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon (store
hours).

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? The Roman Catholic Archdiocese
of Washington and the Initiative on Catholic Social Thought and
Public Life at Georgetown University invite young people to
respond to the call of Pope Francis and the urgent question,
“Who is my neighbor? Washington, Afghanistan, Haiti.” Thurs-
day, October 7, 2021, 7:00 pm. EDT Livestreamed Online. Must
register at  https://catholicsocialthought.georgetown.edu/
events/who-is-my-neighbor#rsvp
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A young family has just been transferred to Arlington from Afri-
ca and lives about a 25+ minute walk from OLQP. They live in
an apartment building at 1953 Columbia Pike. They are a family
of a husband, wife and three sons. They are looking for a ride
to Mass on Sundays. If you would be able to help out this new
family please call the church and we will put you in touch the
new OLQP family! Thank you!

NOTE FROM A RECEIVER OF
STEPHEN MINISTRY HELP

“l came to the Stephen Ministry at the suggestion of several
women that | consider like family. They felt strongly that |
would benefit from the process. | had experienced the sudden
and unexpected death of my wife and was blaming myself for
the loss. The dialogue that is an intrinsic part of the Stephen
Ministry process and just having someone to listen, walk the
journey with me and heartwarmingly reflect my thoughts and
emotions has had more of a positive impact than | can ever
estimate. | can state, without hesitation, that my progress over
the past few years would have been incredibly more painful
and gut-wrenching and virtually impossible without the Ste-
phen Ministry caregiver that walked the journey with me. |
recommend participation in this program without any reserva-
tion.”
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~ ~ Save the Dates and Join Us ~ ~
MINKISI’'S VIRTUAL MEETINGS, SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2021

Brokenhearted and
Bound in the Lord!

24th Annual
Minkisi
Mini-Retreat

Evening Scripture Prayer and

Reflection, 6:45-9:00 PM EDT, in November 13, 2021,

Zoom, Mondays, 2021: Sept. 13, and 8:45 am-3:00 pm,

Dec. 6 (Advent) . ET, in Zoom.
Retreat Director

Minkisi WebPagez — Fr. Robert Boxie.

Opening Liturgy, 9:00-11:00 a.m., self-
brunch at your home (optional quiet
prayer music for meditation and
journaling, breath prayer exercises),
followed by afternoon retreat sessions
until 3:00 pm.

For information, contact Cecilia
Braveboy, Minkisi
facilitator/coordinator:

JISAAC3@VERIZON.NET.

Minkisi| (men-Kev-see)

Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church, 2700 S. 19th Street, Arlington, Virginia 22204

In the spirit of our loving God, we are called to be instruments of healing
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Almost every day a new report emerges
about some aspect of the planet - Our
Earth, Our Home - that is changing for the
worst. Recently we learned that nearly one
third of the world’s tree species, over
17,000, are threatened with extinction.
This places the biodiversity of other
species in peril, and the loss of trees in
general has implications for various human
needs, the production of oxygen, and
carbon sequestration. Did you know that
more than 40% of insect species are
declining worldwide, leading to a
catastrophic collapse of ecosystems?
Insects are essential to the food chain as
decomposers, pest controllers, and soil
irrigators, yet the practices of industrial
agriculture eliminate insects using
synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, and
stripping of trees and shrubs bordering
fields.

We are not removed from these losses;
they are very much our losses, too. Pope
Francis reminds us that “God has joined us
so closely to the world around us that we
feel the desertification of the soil almost as
a physical ailment, and the extinction of a
species as a painful disfigurement.” '

From November 2020 to May 2021, | was
given a blessing: the opportunity to care
for my grandson Fagan two days a week.
He was 15 months old when we began our
adventures together, and he was eager to
learn language and the ways of the world.
Of course, he had his parents and sister,
but because of the pandemic, | was the
only other person he was around.

Weather permitting, we took long walks on
a trail through a woods bordering a stream
near his house. These walks were a
highlight of our time together. Fagan was
already determined to learn the names of
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every animal he came across in picture
books, puzzles, and his set of little toy
animals — one for each letter of the
alphabet. Outdoors, the world unfolded,
and he was absolutely, unequivocally
delighted. At the start of one of the first
walks, with Fagan sitting in his stroller, a
large sycamore leaf was in the grass in
front of the house. He pointed to it,
shouting “leaf, leaf!” as he had just learned
the word! And, Grandma, this was a big
leaf!

So, there were many aspects of nature to
identify! But not just identify, to observe,
quietly, in stillness. One day | saw a falcon
on a low branch and slowly pushed the
stroller as close as | could get, so my
grandson could see it, too. Then, the falcon
spread its wings and glided straight toward
us barely missing our heads as | knelt
beside the stroller. Another day we
watched a family of deer grazing a few feet
from us. We must have watched for 20
minutes as they slowly moved through the
trees. When spring began to unfold there
were more natural gems: the sight and
sounds of songbirds; the croaks of
bullfrogs in the wetlands and Fagan’s cute
imitation; the insects that flew, crawled,
and left holes in the ground (remember
the cicadas?); and the flowing water of the
stream, how it reflected the sunlight and
made gurgling sounds. | could see that
Fagan intently studied everything, it was all
new, and there was such variety of colors,
shapes, movement, sound, smells, and
textures. There was much to teach him,
and it was all alive — all created by God.
What a gift to introduce the natural world
to a child and share in the delight of its
bounty!

Why is this story relevant to our dire need
to mitigate the factors causing climate

i. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (24 November 2013), 215: AAS 105 (2013), 1109. qgtd in Pope Francis,
Laudato SiQ0h Care for Our Common Home, #89. 2015. Frederick, MD: The Word Among Us Press.
ii. Pope Francis, Laudato SiQOh Care for Our Common Home, #88. 2015. Frederick, MD: The Word Among Us Press.

David Sobel, gtd in Penny Whitehouse, 50 Inspirational Quotes about Children and Nature, accessed September 10,

2021, https://mothernatured.com/parenting/children-nature-quotes/
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change and mass extinction? “Nature as a
whole not only manifests God but is also a
locus of his presence. The Spirit of life
dwells in every living creature and calls us
to enter into relationship with him.”" In
this time of crisis, we are called upon to
serve as prophets, to speak God’s word of
the precious bounty of the Earth and all
that we are losing and encourage all to rise
up and unite in a global chorus to address
the escalating destruction of the planet we
call home.

To open our hearts to God’s creation and
do everything in our individual powers to
address the disregard for and destruction
of the Earth:

1. Find a natural spot that you can visit
often, daily if possible. All of us in the
OLQP community live near trees and
many of us near Four Mile Run stream or
other local parks. Adopt this place,
where you can sit or walk and pray, and
notice the daily, monthly, and seasonal
changes. Give thanks to the glory of the
miracle of life.

2. Use your connection to nature to take
action. Let your representatives know
that addressing climate change is a
priority for you. Support organizations
that protect and enhance the
environment. | volunteer with Citizens’
Climate Lobby, which advocates for
legislation that would place a fee on
carbon and addresses other climate
issues. Our leaders really do listen to our
personal stories of why we care so much
about the Earth.

3. Teach your children, your grandchildren,
your neighbor’s children, by pointing out
the natural wonders around you, that
you see, hear, smell. All children need
opportunities to be in the natural world.
“Let us allow them to love the earth,
before we ask them to save it.”"

Contributed by Sharon Malley, Member of the Integrity of Creation Team

For more information about CitizensCClimate Lobby: sharonmalley@comcast.net
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