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Editor’s Note: Working together with
people of other faith traditions can
enrich the lives of all. The Fall 2018
issue of “The Advocate” looks at the
Virginia Interfaith Center for Public
Policy (VICPP) and its advocacy for the
poor and marginalized. Also featured:
Reflections on Stan Brock, an airplane
pilot whose compassion and can-do
spirit made it possible to transport
medical supplies to the sick in Medor
and fly the gravely ill to Port-au-Prince
for life-saving treatment; Sally
Diaz-Wells, the new Social Justice and
Outreach Minister; Koube Ngaaje,
recipient of the OLQP and UJAMAA
Community Service Award; Paula
Smith, Public Relations Chair of George
Mason University DREAMers; (www.
masondreamers.org); and Hazel’s Hike
for Haiti.
—Paula Cruickshank
Editor, The Advocate

FALL 2018

Interfaith Center Seeks Social
and Economic Justice
By Anne Murphy
In the aftermath of the Vatican II Council, I was fortunate to
be a member of a progressive church community that took
seriously the admonitions of the Council to throw open windows,
leave our cocoons and go forth to meet the world. Some of the
ways we did that was to initiate and participate in ecumenical
gatherings including prayer vigils, dialogues and formation
lectures. Likewise, we engaged in interfaith efforts that included
learning about liturgical celebrations in non-Christian faith
communities, lectures, dialogues and joint studies of scripture
and theological writings. As a lifelong (cradle) Catholic, these
experiences opened up a whole new world of faith for me to
explore. Until then, it never occurred
to me nor was I taught that much of
the religious world had its roots in
the same Abraham that many of us
had read about in the Bible.
Just a few years later, I was
introduced to the VIRGINIA
INTERFAITH CENTER FOR PUBLIC
POLICY (VICPP). Based in Richmond,
Virginia, the justice advocacy organization was established by
faith leaders in the Abrahamic tradition— Christians, Jews,
Muslims. They came together to respond to a call for economic
and racial justice in Virginia. I became an ardent supporter and
participant in the Center’s state-wide advocacy efforts.
A few years later, I was nominated by Fr. Gerry Creedon,
President of the VICPP Board at the time, to serve as an at-large
member of the Board of Directors of the Center. After nine years
of service, I committed to work with northern Virginia members
of the Center. We formed the Northern Virginia Chapter which
continues today as one of several Chapters throughout the
Commonwealth. Not only do we work together on specific
issues of mutual concern, but through this dialogue we promote
understanding, acceptance and appreciation for religious
traditions and beliefs that are different from our own. We are
Interfaith, continued on page 2
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not synthesizing our religious beliefs; we are working
together to combat injustices that plague the human
community.
The Interfaith Center, which is politically nonpartisan, accomplishes its work through the efforts
of coalition building among faith communities, other
organizations and individual people of good will
who share the Center’s values and are committed
to advocating for justice. Over the years, specific
legislative issues might change, but VICPP’s focus
is rooted in challenges that emerge from economic
poverty. Historically, it has worked on projects across
a broad social justice spectrum, including the earned
income tax credit, Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families, (TANF), immigration, minimum wage, health
care, criminal justice, the environment, and children’s
issues. The Center has had many legislative “wins”
and a number of “losses,” too. But people of faith
and good will who are called to work on behalf of
justice keep on keepin’ on! In 2018, after several years
of determined advocacy, the Center and coalition
partners celebrated the General Assembly’s passage
of a bill and a budget that expands Medicaid!

“One of the joys of service with
the Interfaith Center is the unique
opportunity to work with people
of different religious traditions in a
cooperative, constructive and positive
interaction.”
The Center’s tag line—Learn, Pray, Act—motivates
the Chapter to sponsor events that educate the
community, gather people of faith to work together
and advocate actively and visibly on behalf of justice
issues that constitute the Center’s agenda. We
endeavor to increase the Center’s membership and
enhance support for the Center which depends on
individual and congregational financial support.
In 2018-19, the Chapter is co-sponsoring candidate
forums for the upcoming elections in Congressional
districts 8, 10 and 11. Chapter members in northern
VA will be visiting state legislators in their district
offices during the fall in preparation for the 2019
General Assembly (January-February). On November

15, the Chapter is co-sponsoring the Immigrant
Advocates Summit. The chapter is planning a program
to educate participants in the issues about which we
will be advocating during the General Assembly at
the annual “Day for all People” on January 22 when
hundreds of justice advocates convene in Richmond
to learn and pray together and visit their elected
officials in their Richmond office.
I am proud to be a multi-decade member and
financial supporter of the VICCP. The Center helps
me live my faith commitment through action for
justice and public witness. The Center reminds me
through its work of the inherent dignity and worth
of all people. I have had the opportunity to meet
many people of different faiths and diverse voices.
The Center affords me the opportunity to stand with
people who are marginalized and work with them
through justice coalitions to resolve the inequities
that plague our society.
I encourage you the reader to learn more by visiting
the Center’s website—www.virginiainterfaithcenter.
org. I encourage you the reader to join me as a
member of the Center and most importantly to
hear the cry of the poor and join me in the Center’s
advocacy efforts. For further information, contact
Anne Murphy (anne.murphy2244@gmail.com). w

Remembering Stan Brock, Founder and
President of Remote Area Medical
By Sue Carlson, M.D.
At Dr. Heidi Sampang’s suggestion, I made a “cold call”
e-mail to Stan Brock in September 2010 asking for
help transporting sea containers up the mountain to
Medor, Haiti. The primary school had been destroyed
in the January 2010 earthquake and the initial plans
called for a new primary school made from sea
containers, leaving the mind-boggling task of figuring
out how to get the bulky heavy containers up the
“roadless” mountains. I told Stan that I hoped he
might be interested in helping us since “REMOTE” is in
the name of his organization (Remote Area Medical)
and Medor clearly qualified for that adjective.
Stan Brock, continued on page 3
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Born: 1936, United Kingdom
Died: August 29, 2018, Rockford, TN

parachute into Medor to help the
community build an airstrip with
the plan that he would provide
a plane and pilot for Medor so
that seriously ill patients could
be flown to a hospital for medical
care; (Medor is a community
where a broken leg can be a death
sentence.)

That is a lot to accomplish in four
short months!

Stan and I kept in touch
throughout these last eight years.
He was always interested in the
news of Medor and queried about
what he could do to help. Years
ago, when Stan and I were writing
about how difficult it was to get
cooperation from the Haitian
government for use of the airstrip,
Stan wrote, “If it were easy,
everyone would do it.” That phrase
became our private joke. With
each e-mail or phone conversation
we would conclude with our
phrase, encouraging each other to
keep on keeping on.

Unfortunately, despite herculean
efforts over many years, we could
not get permission from the
Haitian government to use the
airstrip. The dream of having a
plane and pilot stationed in Medor
to transport patients to a hospital
never materialized.

Stan, thank you for all you did for
Medor. Thank you for all you did
for others. Thank you for never
backing away from a task just
because it was difficult. You are
loved and respected by so many. I
am one of many who think of you
as a hero to humanity. w

5. worked with NBC to have the
medical mission and airstrip
construction filmed as a Dateline
documentary, “Rescue in the
Mountains;” and
6. piloted his small bush plane to
Medor performing the first landing
on the newly constructed airstrip.

Stan accepted the challenge
unequivocally. Between September
2010 and January 2011, he worked
tirelessly to help the people of
Medor. Among his many forms of
assistance, Stan:
1. flew his plane to Virginia twice
to visit OLQP so he could learn
about our twinning relationship
with St. Joseph parish;
2. visited Medor two times,
including his first trip there when
he had to hike 12 miles up the
mountain instead of the usual five
miles because the copious rain
had made it impossible for the
four-wheel drive vehicle to get any
closer;

But Stan never gave up on Medor.
As soon as it was available,
he encouraged his friend, Joe
Hurston, to arrange for Medor
to be enrolled in the Haiti Air
Ambulance (HAA) Program. The
airstrip was used as HAA’s landing

3. worked with the OLQP Haiti
Committee to organize and
conduct a joint medical mission for
the Medor community;
4. energized RAM volunteers to

pad for the first time in 2015: the
goal of providing transportation
to seriously ill patients in Medor
became a reality!

Stan Brock & Sue Carlson

Sally Diaz-Wells
Social Justice &
Outreach Minister
By Jack Sullivan
In the Fall of 2017, Sally DiazWells became OLQP’s new Social
Justice & Outreach Minister. Sally
was already well-known by many
parishioners for successfully
running the Matt 25 thrift shop for
five years. While at the helm, she
earned a reputation for running a
well-organized and client-friendly
organization. Her facility with
Spanish also was an asset. When
Diaz-Wells, continued on page 4
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Michele Knight left the ministry
position because of an out-of-state
move, Sally was a natural choice to
succeed her.
One year into her new position,
Sally believes her ministry
has three distinct objectives:
“advocacy, parishioner education,
and outreach to our neighbors
who may be in need.”
As an example of advocacy, she
cited organizing participation of
parishioners in the recent anti-gun
demonstration on the National
Mall. “In education, for example,
I am responsible for the program
and speakers at both the Stone
Soup suppers during Lent and the
Father Kelly lectures.”
Sally spends much of her time
with outreach, organizing the food
pantry program that provides
a weekly supply of staples to
needy families, regardless of
their religious ties. She also hears
requests by people needing an
advocate or seeking small amounts
of financial assistance.
Sally recalled, with some
amusement, one of her first

appointed tasks as social justice
minister. Only a short time into the
job and Sally became in charge of
the annual Thanksgiving basket
collection drive. Requests for
turkeys with all the trimmings were
running well ahead of past years.
It was her first big challenge, she
said, “but everyone who asked for
a turkey got a turkey, more than
250 in total,” she said with evident
pride.
A parishioner at Queen of Peace
for the past nine years, Sally was
born in New York City of Puerto
Rican migrant parents. When
she was five years old her father,
a baker, relocated the family to
Philadelphia where she grew up.
Educated in the public schools of
Philadelphia, she attended Beaver
College (now Arcadia University) in
nearby Montgomery County where
she majored in sociology. After
graduation she became a parole
officer for five years in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania.
In 1989 while on a skiing trip in
the Poconos, she met her future
husband, Michael Wells, a Captain
in the Air Force who was in his
last year of law school preparing

for a career as a military lawyer.
After their marriage, his work
took them to Air Force bases in
Biloxi, Mississippi, and Orlando,
Florida, and intermittently to the
Washington, D.C. area. On a final
assignment here in 2009, Sally
was looking for a Catholic Church,
found Queen of Peace—and never
looked back.
Sally recently received the
parish’s Ujamaa organization’s
first Community Service Award,
a ceremony attended by her
husband and daughter Chabeli,
a rising junior at Virginia
Commonwealth University in
Richmond. The commendation
read: “Sally has proven to be
an asset in every task she’s
undertaken, and has been a
valuable addition to this church
community.”
Sally is honored by the award,
but she also strives to share
another aspect of herself for the
betterment of others. “I am a
‘social bunny,’ Sally said, smiling.
“I am trying to become a better
listener to the problems people are
bringing to me.” w

Koube Ngaaje
“A God Moment . . .
I Knew I Was Home”
By Veronica Dabney
Born and raised in Cameroon,
West Africa, Koube Ngaaje found
Our Lady Queen of Peace (OLQP),
shortly after she arrived in the
D.C. area in 2007. She had come
to Arlington to begin her Masters
Degree program at Marymount
Sally Diaz-Wells & Fr. Tim

Koube Ngaaje, continued on page 5
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University. When she happened
upon OLQP and walked into 9:30
Mass, she said, “The choir was
singing a hymn I used to sing as a
child in Cameroon.” She recalled
“…feeling and knowing I was
home.” For Koube, “That first visit
was what Fr. Tim aptly refers to
as a “God moment—a moment
[which] allowed me to look beyond
myself and see how God weaves
every day occurrences to remind
us of his presence and love.”
Since joining OLQP, Koube has
served as an usher, breakfast crew
leader, member of the annual
picnic planning committee, and
the MLK service committee. She
also served as the Parish Advisory
Board Chair in 2017.
Koube now holds a Master’s Degree in Forensic Psychology from
Marymount University and a Bachelor of Science Degree in Psychology from Baylor University. From
there she embarked on a career
that embodies the spirit of service
to the community that is in keeping with the teachings of Christ and
the mission of Our Lady Queen of
Peace Church.
In August 2017, Koube joined the
District Alliance for Safe Housing (DASH) as Executive Director.
Founded in 2006, DASH works to
ensure access to safe and sustainable housing for all survivors of
domestic and sexual violence and
their families in Washington, D.C.,
through emergency and longterm safe housing, and innovative
homelessness prevention services.
Before joining DASH, Koube had
over a decade of extensive expe-

rience in non-profit management
and high-quality social service
delivery to individuals, families,
and communities. At that time,
she served as the Chief Operating
Officer for the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC ), an organization that provides weekly supplemental groceries to over 6,000
individuals in need.
Over the years Koube has garnered
recognition for her outstanding
contributions. That includes a 2015
Leadership Center for Excellence
Top 40 Under 40 award—an award

choice to engage in activities in her
career and in her personal life that
enhance the lives of others—especially those who are less fortunate
—makes her a valuable addition to
the OLQP family.
Koube said, “A chance visit brought
me to OLQP eleven years ago, and
OLQP’s fervent commitment to
being a caring, sharing and loving
family to all keeps me here. I’ll
forever be grateful to have found a
home in OLQP.” w

Dignity for Dreamers
and Their Families
By Kathy Desmond

Koube Ngaaje

that recognizes leaders under the
age of 40 who demonstrate impact
personally and/or professionally
through their exceptional leadership in the D.C. metropolitan
region.
On June 16, 2018, at the Annual
Scholarship Awards Program, OLQP
and UJAMAA awarded Koube a
Community Service Award because of her exceptional leadership
abilities in her career, as well as
here at Our Lady Queen of Peace.
Her calm, professional manner
has made her easy to work with
and an effective administrator. Her

“I never knew that I was undocumented until I was applying for
college,” said Paula Morales. When
she was a senior at T.C. Williams
High School in Alexandria, the
college counselor told Paula that
the box that she had to check if
she was not a citizen limited where
she could apply. Despite her good
grades and SAT scores that indicated she would be a successful
college student, she had to revise
her list. Out-of-state public schools
wouldn’t accept her; at private
schools she had to apply as an
international student. Paula considered herself American, living
here was all she knew. She applied
to George Mason University because of its strong communications
program and because it was “DACA-friendly” and was accepted.
Now an active member and Public Relations Chair of the campus
organization, Mason DREAMers
(masondreamers.org), Paula spoke
Dreamers, continued on page 6
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at OLQP’s Stone Soup event on February 23 on DACA
(Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) students.
She began with her story. She was born in Santiago,
Chile, in 1997. Soon afterwards, her father accepted
a permanent job at the Chilean embassy in Washington DC to provide more opportunity for his family.
Once he was settled, he brought his wife and Paula to
the U.S., shortly before Paula’s second birthday. Like
many others who originally came to the U.S. legally,
the family remained in the country after their visas
expired, making them “undocumented.”
Paula’s sister was born in 2006 and is a U.S. citizen.
The close family sheltered the girls, who came home
after school and did their homework. They were
good students at local public schools and expected to
attend college.
In 2012, President Obama created the DACA program
by executive order to protect undocumented immigrants who were brought to this country as children.
Paula met all the criteria and applied in 2012 and
received status in 2013. Now she could live in the U.S.
with “deferred action” protection against deportation
for two years and obtain a social security number,
work permit and driver’s license. She renewed her
DACA status in 2015 and 2017, and it expires in August 2019.

stories.” Their internal strategy focuses on Mason
students and faculty, and their external strategy
focuses on outreach to high schools, middle schools,
and organizations that invite them to speak. They
organize four to five-hour trainings for faculty and students each month, explaining terms, their advocacy
and building community. For example, members give
high school presentations on how to apply to middle
schools and to college as well as how to embrace
where they come from. See their website and social
media for a complete list of activities, which include
advocating for Dreamers in Congress, attending rallies, and planning fundraising events for scholarships.
“I see this as my job, my calling. It is what I love
doing.” Paula said. The amount of time she spends
volunteering for the group amounts to an extra class.
Paula emphasizes that Dreamers are a diverse group.
There are many more Dreamers, who also were
brought to the U.S. as children, than DACA recipients.
While there were nearly 700,000 DACA recipients
when President Trump ended the program in September 2017, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
estimates that the Dreamer population is 1.8 million.
(Statement of Committee on Migration by Bishop Joe
S. Vasquez on Feb. 12, 2018)
Dreamers, continued on page 7

Shortly after the Stone Soup event, federal courts
halted the administration’s enforcement of the March
5 deadline set by President Trump. But Paula says,
“We are still in limbo.”

The U.S. Catholic Bishops Conference advocates for
“a common sense and just legislative solution for
Dreamers” that will:
• Provide protection to the Dreamer
population
• Provide a path to citizenship
• Promote family unity and maintain the
family immigration system
• Protect the vulnerable who seek
refuge–refugees, unaccompanied children
trafficking victims, and asylum seekers
• Ensure that all border security measures
are humane and proportionate

The Mason DREAMers, established in 2011, is one of
the most active student organizations at George Mason University, strongly supported by its President. Its
motto: “Who We Are: Unafraid, Unashamed, Undocumented.” Paula says, “We tell everyone our diverse

http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org Take Action/
Action Alerts/Archives/February 2018. Letter from
USCCB Committee on Migration Chairman Urging
Legislative Solution for Dreamers (Feb 12, 2018)

Paula is a communications major with a double concentration, in journalism and media production and
criticism, and plans to graduate in May 2020. So the
question she and other students in her position ask
is this: If no one can apply for DACA extensions after
March 5, 2018: What will happen to them? Will they
be able to finish college? Get a job in their profession?
What will happen to their families?
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demonstrations.” At Stone Soup,
she asked everyone to pray for
her 12-year-old sister who was
diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma last September. She is now in
remission. w

Hazel’s Hike for Haiti
By Sue Carlson, M.D.

Paula with her little sister Emily at
Disney World, courtesy of the
Make a Wish Foundation

Paula notes that some families
came fleeing violence; others like
hers came seeking opportunity. All
should be protected from deportation, harassment, and discrimination. She wants people to realize
that most Dreamers are employed,
paying taxes, and contributing to
the success of businesses and the
U.S. economy. Dreamers want to
be respected as equals with others and have their human rights
recognized.
What is Paula’s message for the
OLQP community? “Tell OLQP
members to help us any way that
they can. I know your prayers are
helping. Be our ally. Call yourself
that. Do what you can, whether
it is writing letters, making phone
calls, using social media, talking
with family members and coworkers, or attending marches and

Some came in wheelchairs; others
used walkers. There were babies in
strollers, children in wagons, dog
walkers, and someone on a bicycle
who guarded the group at each
street crossing. Despite the heat,
humidity and threat of rain, about
100 people of all ages came out to
support Hazel Pulliam in her quest
to help the people of Medor, Haiti.
The August 11, 2018 hike had a
1.5-mile route, starting and ending
at OLQP, which allowed those less
physically fit to participate. The
August weather actually seemed to
add to the group’s excitement.

L to R: Guy Roland, studying Agronomy,
Vannia, studying Agronomy, Odel, studying business management, and Nathan,
studying veterinary medicine.

After the hike everyone socialized
in Father Ray Hall, enjoyed a potluck lunch, and watched a slideshow about the work OLQP shares
with St. Joseph parish in Medor.
The entire event was spearheaded
by Hazel. She has been a member
of OLQP since 2006 and joined the
Haiti committee about five years
ago. Hazel had been thinking about
what she could contribute to the
people of Medor and discussed
the possibilities with members of
the L’Arche community (https://
www.larcheusa.org/who-we-are/),
where she has lived for 12 years.
When she attended a fundraising
hike for Arc of Northern Virginia
(https://thearcofnova.org/) last
summer, she was inspired to organize a similar event to benefit the
people in Medor.
Hazel played a central role on the
hike’s leadership team. She and her
friends at L’Arche obtained permission to organize the event at OLQP
and to accept donations via OLQP
and Faith Direct. They held numerous meetings to discuss logistics,
planned an online “Hazel’s Hike for
Haiti” T-shirt drive, designed

Hazel Pulliam

Hazel’s Hike, continued on page 8
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a flyer for the parish bulletin, and wrote announcements to be read in
church. They sought support from local restaurants, organized volunteers
to operate a sign-up table at Masses for two weekends before the hike
and arranged for people to contribute to the potluck lunch. OLQP’s Haiti
Committee helped carry out the event, but the hike’s success is due to the
efforts of Hazel and her friends at L’Arche.

T-shirts Designed by Hazel and Lauren

Funds raised by Hazel’s Hike for Haiti will help pay tuition, room and
board for the four students from Medor who are attending the University
of Fondwa, Haiti’s rural university. These students are studying agronomy,
veterinary medicine and business management, to acquire the knowledge
and skills needed for sustainable development of agrarian communities
like Medor.

Hazel was impressed to learn that the
students promise to return to Medor after they graduate to help create
wealth for the community. She realizes that supporting their education is
a long-term investment in the development of Medor.
The hike raised $5,429.85, enough to completely cover the annual costs
for one student with a bit left over for a second student. But more importantly, it gave Hazel the opportunity to demonstrate her considerable
leadership skills, strengthened the partnership between the L’Arche community, OLQP and its Haiti Committee, and brought all of us together to
support our brothers and sisters in Medor.
We are very grateful to Hazel for organizing the hike, to the L’Arche Community for all their hard work to make it a success, and to OLQP for supporting the event. And we are especially grateful to Medor’s University of
Fondwa students for inspiring us all! w

Hazel carries a Haitian flag while
getting ready to lead the hike
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