
NUESTRA SEÑORA REINA DE LA PAZ  

4-5 de enero 2020 

Solemnidad de la Epifanía del Señor 

 

Welcome to OLQP Catholic Church! 
İBienvenidos a OLQP Iglesia Católica! 

 
Contact / Contacto: 
 2700 19th St S, Arlington VA  22204 
 703-979-5580, office@olqpva.org 
 
Website / sitioweb:  olqpva.org 
 
Masses / Misas: 
 Weekdays / Días laborables: 
  Mon-Fri, 12pm / lunes a viernes  12pm 
 Weekend Mass Schedule / 
 Horario de misas de fin de semana:  
  Saturday Vigil — 5:30pm 
  Misa de vigilia sábados - 5:30 pm  
  Sundays — 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:15am, 
  1:00pm (Spanish) & 6:00pm (Young Adult) 
  Domingos - 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am, 
  1:00 pm (español), y 6:00 pm (Misa de  
  jóvenes adultos) 
 

 
Bulletin Deadline / 

Plazo para el boletín 

Wednesday / miércoles —9 AM 
office@olqpva.org 

 DECLARACIÓN DE MISIÓN DE OLQP 
La parroquia de la iglesia católica Nuestra Señora 
Reina de la Paz se dedica a dar testimonio de las 
enseñanzas de Jesucristo, especialmente el Evan-
gelio de San Mateo, Capítulo 25:21-46. Nuestra 
misión es nutrir el espíritu y alentar el potencial de 
aquellos a quienes servimos a través de la cele-
bración litúrgica, labores educativas y ministerios 
sociales. La parroquia continuará identificándose 
con su origen como una comunidad afro-
americana, pero reflejando una congregación multi
-étnica y continuará promoviendo la armonía racial 
y la justicia social. Si bien es cierto que nuestro 
enfoque principal es la vecindad comunitaria, con-
tinuaremos trabajando para proveer por el bienes-
tar de los más necesitados en general. Es así como 
nos esforzamos para hacer de nuestra comunidad 
parroquial una familia que comparte y se preocupa 
por sus miembros.    

OLQP MISSION STATEMENT 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church is dedi-
cated to witnessing the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
especially the Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 
25:31-46. Our mission is to nurture the spirit and to 
encourage the potential of those we serve through 
liturgical celebration, educational endeavors and 
social ministries. The parish will continue to identi-
fy with its origin as a Black parish. As a multi-ethnic 
congregation we will seek to promote racial har-
mony and social justice. While our primary focus is 
within the immediate community, we will also 
work to provide for the well-being of the down-
trodden everywhere. In this we strive for our par-
ish community to be a caring, sharing, and loving 
family. 

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE CHURCH  

January 4-5, 2020 

The Epiphany of  the Lord 

"And behold, the star that they had 

seen at its rising preceded them,  

until it came and stopped over the 

place where the child was."  

                                   Matthew 2:9 

“Ellos, después de oir al rey, 

se pusieron en camino, y la Estrella 

que habían visto en oriente los guío 

hasta que llegó y se detuvo encima 

de donde estaba el niño.” 

     Mateo 2-9 



SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION / 
PREPARACIÓN SACRAMENTAL 

Baptism / Bautizo: 
 Please email Baptism Coordinator Cecilia Lopez Oetgen, 
    clopez@olqpva.org. 
 Por favor mande un correo electrónico a la coordinadora de los 
 bautizos, Cecilia López Oetgen, clopez@olqpva.org.  
Marriage Preparation/ Preparación para el matrimonio: 
     Please contact the parish office at least six months  
     before wedding date to complete requirements. 
     Por favor llame a la oficina de la parroquia seis meses antes  
     de su matrimonio para completar todos los requisitos. 
Reconciliation / Reconciliación—Confesión: 

 Sat, 4:45-5:15 pm & by appointment. 
 Los sábados:  4:45 -  5:15 pm. y por cita previa.   

 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE OF THE PARISH /  

VIDA SACRAMENTAL DE LA PARROQUIA 

 
SUNDAY COLLECTIONS / COLECTAS DEL DOMINGO 

December 21-22, 2019 / 22 de Diciembre de 2019: $15,671 

Christmas Collection / Colecta del navidad: $21,006 

December 28-29, 2019 / 29 de Diciembre de 2019: $14,266 
Mary, Mother of God / Maria La Madre de Dios: $1,911 

Faith Direct (December Average /  
promedio del mes de diciembre): $9,348 

 
  
 
 

 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD /  
SOLEMNIDAD DE LA EPIFANÍA DEL SEÑOR  
Isaiah 60:1-6 (20A); Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 

IsaÍas 60,1-6  (20A); Efesios 3,2-3a, 5-6;  Mateo 2,1-12 

THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD / 
LA FIESTA DEL BAUTISMO DEL SEÑOR 

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 (21A);  Acts 10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17 
IsaÍas  42,1-4, 6-7 (21A); Hechos 10,4-38; Mateo 3,13-17 

 
MASS INTENTIONS FOR JANUARY 4-10 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
INTENCIONES DE LAS MISAS  

4-10 DE ENERO 2020  
SOLEMNIDAD DE LA EPIFANÍA DEL SEÑOR 

5:30 pm— for the Parish 

8 am— for Betty Meehan  (D)  

by her daughters Beth, Caitlin, & Emily Meehan 

9:30 am—for the Parish 

12 pm— por Indira Murillo (D) de la Grupo de Oracion Mateo 25 

6 pm— for the Parish 

Mon. 12:00 noon– for “Flo” Crutchlow (D) by Mary Eillen Dixon 

Tues. 12:00 noon– for the Parish 

Wed. 12:00 noon– for the Parish 

Thu. 12 noon–  for the Parish 

Fri. 11:00 am– Funeral– Raymond Armstrong 

 
 

 

We are pleased to offer this new bilingual format giving witness to our ever-present Hispanic population. 
Nos place ofrecer este nuevo formato bilingüe que da testimonio de nuestra siempre presente población hispana. 

OLQP PARISH STAFF / PERSONAL DE LA PARROQUIA  

Pastor / Párroco:  Fr. Tim Hickey, CSSp, thickey@olqpva.org 

Parochial Vicar / Párroco Asociado:  Fr. Martin Vu, CSSp, mvu@olqpva.org 

Ministerio Latino:  Fr. Joseph Nangle, OFM, j.nangleofm@yahoo.com 

Deacon / Diácono:  Dcn. Tony Remedios, tremedios@olqpva.org (@ajremedios) on Twitter 

  

Parish Office / Oficina parroquial 

 Business Manager / Gerente de Negocios:  Christina Kozyn, ckozyn@olqpva.org 

 Receptionist / Enlace Hispano (bilingüe):  Thelma Molina, tmolina@olqpva.org 

 Administrative Support / Assistentes Administrativas:  Jeannette Gantz Daly, jgantzdaly@olqpva.org, Michele Chang, mchang@olqpva.org 

Ministry Center / Centro de Ministerios 

 Social Justice & Outreach Minister / Ministro de Justicia Social y Acercamiento (bilingüe):  Sally Díaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olqpva.org 

 Faith Formation Director / Director de Formación de Fe (bilingϋe):  Alex Hernández, ahernandez@olqpva.org 

 Faith Formation Director Assistant / Asistente del Director de Formación de Fe:  Christian Ruf, cruf@olqpva.org 

 Faith Formation Assistant / Apoyo, Departamento de Formación de Fe (bilingüe):  Cecilia López, clopez@olqpva.org 

 Faith Formation Administrative Assistant / Asistente Administrativa, Departamento de Formación de Fe (bilingüe):  

  Selenes Romero, sromero@olqpva.org 

 Youth & Young Adult Minister / Ministro de Adolescentes y Jóvenes Adultos:  Rebecca Grant Jenkins, rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org 

 Maintenance Supervisor / Supervisor de Mantenimiento:  Michael Hill, mgdvet53155@yahoo.com 

 Evening Custodian / Conserje nocturno:  Mel Cabrera, mcabrera@olqpva.org 

 Maintenance Department Support / Apoyo, Departamento de Mantenimiento (bilingüe):  Zulema Ramallo, Isabel Staff, Wayne Klopfenstein 



OUR  SICK  AND  HOMEBOUND  STRENGTHEN  US / 
NUESTROS ENFERMOS Y  

CONFINADOS NOS FORTALECEN 
PLEASE PRAY FOR / POR FAVOR OREMOS POR: Lousie 

Aust, Suri Barahona, Ronald Bashian, Gene Bétit, Cindy Bianga, 
Francis Bilgera, Precious Bowens, April Brassard, Evie Brown, 
Lynne Burgh, Marty Butner Covington, Brody Carroll, Pat Carty, 
Louise Chambers, Carmen Rosa Claure, Jeff Cory, Mary DaLuca, 
Cheryl Darby, Jim Davis, Adrienne DiCerbo, Ernest Donatto, Patri-
cia “Pat” Dowd, Irene Fitzpatrick, Deborah Forczek, Yevette Fran-
cois, Iva Futrell, Karen Gammache, Trishann Ganley, Francine 
Gemmill, Yolanda Gregorio, Carmen Gonzalez, the Harris Family, 
Sally Harrs, Linda Hawkins, Clare Hayden, Dee Hickey, Margaret 
Hodges, Beatriz Uribe Jaramillo, Rodrigo Jaramillo, Lillian Jay, Pat 
Johnson, Caecilie Jones, Sharon Jourdan, Cindy Kernick, Carmen 
Andrea Lara, Patrick Lawrey, Bertie Leahy, Lidia Montero Lopez, 
Olga MacKenzie, Wil McBride, Tess McDade, Stefan McGuigan, 
Martha Gladys Medina, Maria Magdalena Medrano de Ventura, 
Eileen Melia, Roberto Méndez, Arthur Miller, Mary Miller, Yvonne 
Mockler, Carmen Montijo, Dorothy Moran, Bob Morsches, Clem 
Munno, Chelsea Murray, Dorothy Myrtle, Mario Amel Najarro, 
Bruyce Niligis, Patrick Ogden, Michelle O’Keefe, Delfima Pacheco-
Choque, Roy Paco, Catherine Parr, Mary Pasquarella, Mark Pazich, 
Minnie Pazich, Paul Ramirez, Maddie Respicio-Cabatic, Wally 
Reyes, Michael Rodgers, Maritza Roldan, Marco Cristiaan Rufolo-
Roger, Josefina Salgado, Carolyn Santos, Susan Savage, Jane Shep-
ard, Janet Shirvanian, Mary Shookhoff, Jeffrey Smith, Mary E. 
Smith, Eva Souza, Nina Stewart, Michael Arthur Sweat, Mary Ter-
lep, Rose Trujillo, Fr. Tom Tunney, Nancy Urquizo, Stephen Utley, 
Kate Witkowski, Mary Woods, Claudia Zapata, Kate Zopp. 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY / 
NORMAS ANTE LA INCLEMENCIA DEL CLIMA 

Evening and weekend activities (except scheduled Masses): OLQP 
follows the decision of Arlington Public Schools for cancellation of 
evening and weekend activities. Those traveling outside the local 
school district should use their best judgment. For the most up-to-
date information for Arlington Public Schools, please call 1-866-322-
4277 or visit   
www.apsva.us/post/inclement-weather-announcements/ 
Parish Office Staff and Weekday Activities, 8am-5pm: Office and 
weekday activities follow the decision of the Federal Govern-
ment.  Tune in to your local radio and tv stations for updated infor-
mation or visit www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/snow-dismissal-
procedures/ 
Masses: The decision to cancel Masses within the Diocese of Arlington 
is made by Bishop Burbidge and broadcast on local radio and tv sta-
tions. 
Las actividades nocturnas y de fin de semana (con excepción de las  
misas programadas): OLQP sigue la decisión de las Escuelas Públicas 
de Arlington para la cancelación de actividades nocturnas y de fin de 
semana. Las personas que estuvieran fuera del sistema escolar local 
deben utilizar su mejor juicio. Para obtener la información más actua-
lizada sobre las Escuelas Públicas de Arlington, por favor llame al 1-
866-322-4277 o visite www.apsva.us/post/inclement-weather-
announcements/  
Personal de la Oficina Parroquial y Actividades de Días Laborables, 
8am-5pm: Las actividades de la Oficina y del día siguen la decisión del 
Gobierno Federal. Sintonice las emisoras de radio y televisión locales 
para obtener información actualizada o visite www.opm.gov/policy-
data-oversight/snow-dismissal-procedures/. 
Misas: La decisión de cancelar las misas dentro de la Diócesis de Ar-
lington es hecha por el obispo Loverde y transmitida por las estacio-
nes de radio y televisión locales. 

Translated notices that are of interest to the entire community. 
Noticias traducidas que son de interés para toda la comunidad. 

FR. TOM TUNNEY - Please keep Fr. Tom Tunney in your 

prayers.  He fell in his room and suffered a fractured pel-

vis.  He went to the hospital for treatment and was recent-

ly admitted to the Manor Care facility located in Whitehall 

for rehabilitation. Cards and visitors are welcome. The 

address is 505 Weyman Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15236.  

  
YOUTH MINISTRY will be on winter break, December 

29th, and January 5th.  We will be back in session, January 

12th. 

  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! There will be a Youth Lock-

in, January 18th, MLK weekend. The theme is Love Thy 

#Selfie! Volunteers needed - connect with the awesome 

youth of our parish by assisting with the Lock-in.  If inter-

ested, please contact Becca, rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org 

EL PADRE TOM TUNNEY -  Por favor mantenga al padre Tom en 

sus oraciones.  El sufrió una caída en su habitación y tiene la pelvis 

fracturada. Fué llevado al hospital para recibir tratamiento y recien-

temente ingresó en el Centro Manor Care ubicado en Whitehall 

para rehabilitación.  Sus tarjetas y visitas son bienvenidas. La direc-

ción es: 505 Weyman Rd. Pittsburgh, PA. 15236. 

  
EL MINISTERIO PARA ADOLESCENTES va a tomarse un des-

canso invernal, del 29 de diciembre al 5 de enero. Regresaremos 

el 12 de enero. 

  
¡MARQUEN SUS CALENDARIOS! Va a haber un Youth Lock-in, 

el 18 de enero, el fin de semana de MLK. ¡El tema es Love Thy 

#Selfie! Se necesitan voluntarios – asóciese con la juventud maravi-

llosa de nuestra parroquia al ayudar con el Lock-in. Si está intere-

sada/o, por favor contacte a Becca: rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org 

http://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/snow-dismissal-procedures/
http://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/snow-dismissal-procedures/
http://www.apsva.us/post/inclement-weather-announcements/
http://www.apsva.us/post/inclement-weather-announcements/
http://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/snow-dismissal-procedures/
http://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/snow-dismissal-procedures/
mailto:rgrantjenkins@olqpva.org


OLQP'S SOLAR PANELS ARE PRODUCING AS EX-
PECTED -- February to June production exceeded total con-

sumption on the three buildings with panels and some 
"solar" credit was accumulated.  With AC use in July-
September, much of the credit was used.  Since inception in 
February, the parish has earned about $2,000 as part of reve-
nue sharing with the project owner.  Our two other parish 
buildings are contracted with Arcadia Power to insure that  
all electricity used is wind power generated.  As a result, 
OLQP relies almost entirely on renewable energy for its elec-
tricity use. We are walking the talk! 

 

MATTHEW 25 BAZAAR (OLQP’s Thrift Store) 
Store hours: Sat, Sun, Wed – 9 am to 12 pm 
Thurs – 12 pm to 3 pm 
Drop-off donations in blue binds at back of Fr. Ray Hall.  Vol-
unteers always welcome.  Please contact Meade Jones Han-
na: meadejoneshanna@gmail.com 

 
CALLING JUSTICE ADVOCATES who want to heed Fr. 

Tim's challenge to speak truth to power:  All are welcome to 
come on Wednesday, January 22, at the annual Advocacy 
Day in Richmond organized by the Virginia Interfaith Center 
for Public Policy. Bus provided from northern VA; register 
now: www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org. Registered partici-
pants will meet in small groups with their elected officials in 
the Virginia General Assembly. Information contact: 
anne.murphy2244@gmail.com 

 
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM PÈRE FRANTZ TO ALL 
THE PEOPLE OF OUR SISTER PARISH, OLQP 
Hello to Everyone at Our Lady Queen of Peace, 
 Sing a new song to the Lord! 
 Sing to the Lord, the rock of our salvation! 
 Sing to the Lord and bless His name! 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, on behalf of all the 
people of St. Joseph parish in Medor, Haiti, and in my own 
name, I borrow these words from psalm 95, to wish Father 
Tim, Father Martin, Father Joe and each of you, the faithful 
of Our Lady Queen of Peace parish, a wonderful Christmas 
season. 
May the child Emmanuel (God with us), the splendor of the 
Father, shine His light upon you.   May the mystery of the 
Christ Child's incarnation enable you to ceaselessly enjoy the 
grace of His love and His peace.  May you joyfully invoke the 
Word of God, inexhaustible source of wisdom and goodness, 
that has manifested in our flesh. 
Know that we pray daily for you, for your family, for your 
children, and for your friends, so that the child Emmanuel 
will make His face shine on you and grant you His fullness of 
thanks. 
We thank the child Emmanuel for granting us the chance to 
associate with you. May He continue to bless the relationship 
between our two churches, so that we continue to live and 
serve each other in true love.  May the child Emmanuel, who 
joined our human condition to elevate us to the contempla-
tion of his divinity, fill you with love, joy and peace. 
Respectfully in Jesus Christ, 
Father Frantz Aimé 
Pastor St. Joseph of Médor, Haiti" 

LOS PANELES SOLARES ESTÁN PRODUCIENDO COMO SE 
ESPERABA – De febrero a junio la producción sobrepasó lo que se 

consumió en los tres edificios que tienen los paneles y se acumuló 
algún crédito “solar”. Se usó gran parte del crédito con el uso del aire 
acondicionado de julio a septiembre. Desde el principio en febrero, la 
parroquia ha ganado alrededor de $2,000 por compartir los ingresos 
con el dueño del proyecto. Nuestros otros dos edificios en la parro-
quia tienen un contrato con Acadia Power para asegurar que toda la 
electricidad que se usa se genera por medio del viento. Como resul-
tado, OLQP depende casi por completo en energía renovable para su 
uso de electricidad. ¡Estamos practicando lo que predicamos!  

 
BAZAR MATEO 25 (Tienda de segunda mano de OLQP) 
Horario de la tienda: sábados, domingos, miércoles – 9 am a 12 pm 
Jueves – 12 pm a 3 pm 
Ponga sus donaciones en los contenedores azules  en la parte de 
atrás de Fr. Ay Hall. Los voluntarios/as siempre son bienvenidos. Por 
favor contacte a Meade Jones Hanna: meadejoneshanna@gmail.com 

 
LLAMANDO A LOS PROMOTORES DE LA JUSTICIA que quie-

ren prestarle atención al reto del Padre Tim de decirle la verdad al 
poder: Todos son bienvenidos a venir el miércoles, 22 de enero, al 
Día anual de la Abogacía en Richmond organizado por el Virginia 
Interfaith Center for Public Policy. Habrá un autobús del norte de 
Virginia. Inscríbase ahora: www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org. Los par-
ticipantes inscritos se reunirán en grupos pequeños con sus oficiales 
elegidos en la Asamblea General de Virginia. Si quiere información 
contacte a anne.murphy2244@gmail.com 

 
MENSAJE DE NAVIDAD DE PÈRE FRANTZ PARA TODAS LAS 
PERSONAS DE NUESTRA PARROQUIA HERMANA, OLQP 
Saludos a todos en Nuestra Señora Reina de la Paz, 

 ¡Canten al Señor un canto nuevo! 

 ¡Canten al Señor, la roca de nuestra salvación! 

 ¡Canten al Señor y bendigan su nombre! 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, en nombre de todas las 

personas de la parroquia St. Joseph en Medor, Haití, y en nombre 

propio, tomo prestadas estas palabras del Salmo 95, para desearles 

al Padre Tim, al Padre Martin, al Padre José y a cada uno de ustedes, 

los fieles de la parroquia Nuestra Señora Reina de la Paz, una maravi-

llosa temporada de Navidad. 

Que el niño Emanuel (Dios con nosotros), el esplendor del Padre, 

brille su luz sobre ustedes. Que el misterio de la encarnación del niño 

Cristo les facilite disfrutar constantemente la gracia de su amor y su 

paz. Que invoquen alegremente el Verbo de Dios, fuente inagotable 

de sabiduría y bondad, que se ha manifestado en nuestra carne.   

Sepan que rezamos a diario por ustedes, por sus familias, por sus 

hijos y por sus amistades, para que el niño Emanuel haga brillar su 

rostro sobre ustedes y les conceda su plenitud de gracias. 

Le agradecemos al niño Emanuel que nos ha concedido la oportuni-

dad de asociarnos con ustedes. Que continúe bendiciendo esta rela-

ción entre nuestras dos iglesias, para que continuemos viviendo y 

sirviéndonos los unos a los otros en verdadero amor. Que el niño 

Emanuel, quien se unió a nuestra condición humana para elevarnos a 

la contemplación de su divinidad, los llene de amor, alegría y paz.  

Respetuosamente en Jesucristo, 

Padre Frantz Aimé 

Párroco de St. Joseph de Medor, Haití 

mailto:meadejoneshanna@gmail.com
http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org
mailto:anne.murphy2244@gmail.com
mailto:meadejoneshanna@gmail.com
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JUST A THOUGHT OR TWO… The word epiphany comes from the Greek; meaning to “appear”…or to be “revealed”. In some cultures 

the feast of Epiphany is referred to as “Little Christmas” or “the Feast of the Three Kings”, and is the day of exchanging gifts with friends 
and loved ones. Regardless of what we call it, it is a day on which we tell the story of the arrival of the magi, or the three kings, who have 
come from afar to see the newborn king and to offer gifts. Epiphany is a time of celebrating the acknowledgement of “a new beginning”…
a time to celebrate the Reign of God bursting forth in the midst of creation! For sure we dwell for a while on the visit of the magi and the 
wonder of their journey…led by only a star that shown brightly in the deepest of the night sky. It is a time of wonder and awe…a time to 
allow ourselves to enter into the story and reflect on our own journey…our spiritual journey. For the magi the signs were in the heavens…a 
star that led them to Bethlehem, to a shabby little stable…where our God came among us as one of us. Perhaps the magi’s real wisdom 
was that they knew that they didn’t know everything… they valued learning, they looked for signs, they paid attention to dreams…they 
expected God to talk to them… they believed that they encountered God in their daily lives. Ultimately the story of the magi is a story of 
encounter, an encounter of the greatest kind…an encounter with God. Am I open to “following a star”…to paying attention to the signs of 
God’s presence in my daily life? Where do I encounter God in the ordinary routine of my daily life, even in the midst of all the chaos of our 
national and international life? The magi came bearing gifts…what gift of self might I offer to God and others?  Do I see and accept the gifts 
of those coming from foreign lands, like the magi who came from afar to honor the birth of Jesus?   
I pray you all a most happy and blessed New Year! 
Fr Tim  

CARPENTERS SHELTER DINNER– THURSDAY, January 16 - Our 
menu this month is BBQ sandwiches, baked beans, slaw, salad, 
brownies and lemonade. Sign up at the back of church, via link in 
bulletin online, or contact Mary Resnick (mary.resnick@gmail.com 
or 703-462-4841).  Contributions can be brought to the Parish 
Office kitchen Mon – Fri, 8:30am-4:30pm labeled "Carpenter’s 
Shelter" and placed in refrigerator, freezer, or counter or 
to Father Ray Hall on day of dinner between 4pm –5 pm. If deliv-
ering directly to Carpenter’s Shelter (located temporarily at Land-
mark Mall) label clearly “OLQP, Dinner, Thursday Jan 16.Thank 
you!   

 
The BUILDING FOREVER FAMILIES ministry for adoptive/

foster families and children who have been orphaned will hold its 
monthly gathering on Sunday, January 12, in Father Ray Hall after 
the 11:15 Mass about 12:30 pm.  All are welcome.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Debra and Ralph Johnson:  
Debralpholqp@gmail.com; or Rebecca Carpenter:  
rebecca.e.carpenter@gmail.com 
 

MINKISI MINISTRY invites you to their New Year’s scripture 

prayer session at 7:00 pm, Mon., Jan. 6, in the Discussion Room/
Parish Office.  Cecilia Braveboy will lead the meditation on James 
3:13-16.  For more info, contact Cecilia at jisaac3@verizon.net or 
phone 703-979-5389. 

 
SHARE YOUR VEGETARIAN RECIPES  - The Integrity of Crea-

tion Team is collecting vegetarian recipes from parishioners to 
encourage healthy and eco-friendly meals during Lent.  Send your 
favorite tasty and easy-to-make recipes to Gabi Weber 
(info.gabriele.weber@me.com). 

 
CLIMATE CRISIS AND A SMALL STEP YOU CAN TAKE  

Obtain wind generated electricity for your home.  By signing up 
with arcadiapower.com/tim73106 you get 50% of your home elec-
tricity sourced from wind at no additional cost (100% for a small 
fee). A simple process, Arcadia will only need current electricity 
account and credit card information. No hardware on your prop-
erty.  Further info: blarme@msn.com or luc.dewulf@verizon.net 
  

Programs that are open to the entire community, but offered in English only. 
Programas que le dan la bienvenida a toda la comunidad, pero que solo se ofrecen en inglés. 

OLQP PICTORIAL DIRECTORY – Member Contact Infor-
mation - IMPORTANT NOTE: If you are a registered member, 

the picture directory will include your name, address, phone 
number and email address. If you DO NOT want this information 
or any part of this information made public, please send a mes-
sage to the parish office –  
OFFICE@olqpva.org with “picture directory” in the subject line. 

 
THE GIVING TREE – Support SEEC Day Laborers! We invite 

you to support the parish in providing lunch for 35 SEEC day 
labors.  Each week a group of volunteers shop, prepare and 
package lunches for Shirlington Day Laborers through the 
Brown Bag Lunch Program.  The Giving Tree supports this effort: 
take a ‘brown bag angel’ ornament from the basket under the 
giving tree in the sanctuary, place your donation inside the or-
nament and hang it on the tree.  The tree will be in the sanctu-
ary through the Christmas season.   

EL DIRECTORIO PICTÓRICO DE OLQP –  Información de con-
tacto de los miembros - NOTA IMPORTANTE: Si usted es un miem-

bro inscrito de la parroquia, el directorio pictórico va a incluir su nom-
bre, dirección, número de teléfono y dirección de correo electrónico. 
Si usted NO QUIERE que esta información o parte de ella se publique, 
por favor mande un mensaje a la oficina parroquial – OFFI-
CE@olqpva.org y escriba “picture directory” en la línea del asunto. 

 
¡EL ÁRBOL GENEROSO - Apoye a los jornaleros de SEEC! Invitamos 

a todos a apoyar a la parroquia al proveer el almuerzo para 35 jornale-
ros de SEEC. Cada semana un grupo de voluntarios va de compras, 
prepara y empaca almuerzos para los jornaleros de Shirlington me-
diante el programa Bolsa de papel. El árbol generoso apoya este es-
fuerzo: tome un ornamento del “ángel de la bolsa de papel” de la ces-
ta en el santuario debajo del árbol generoso, ponga su donativo den-
tro del ornamento y cuélguelo en el árbol. El árbol va a estar en el 
santuario durante la temporada de Navidad.  
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 

FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE 53rd WORLD DAY OF PEACE 

1 JANUARY 2020 

PEACE AS A JOURNEY OF HOPE: 

DIALOGUE, RECONCILIATION AND ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION 

1. Peace, a journey of hope in the face of obstacles and trial 

Peace is a great and precious value, the object of our hope and the aspi-
ration of the entire human family. As a human attitude, our hope for 
peace is marked by an existential tension that makes it possible for the 
present, with all its difficulties, to be “lived and accepted if it leads to-
wards a goal, if we can be sure of this goal, and if this goal is great 
enough to justify the effort of the journey”.[1] Hope is thus the virtue 
that inspires us and keeps us moving forward, even when obstacles seem 
insurmountable. 

Our human community bears, in its memory and its flesh, the scars of 
ever more devastating wars and conflicts that affect especially the poor 
and the vulnerable. Entire nations find it difficult to break free of the 
chains of exploitation and corruption that fuel hatred and violence. Even 
today, dignity, physical integrity, freedom, including religious freedom, 
communal solidarity and hope in the future are denied to great numbers 
of men and women, young and old. Many are the innocent victims of 
painful humiliation and exclusion, sorrow and injustice, to say nothing of 
the trauma born of systematic attacks on their people and their loved 
ones. 

The terrible trials of internal and international conflicts, often aggravated 
by ruthless acts of violence, have an enduring effect on the body and soul 
of humanity. Every war is a form of fratricide that destroys the human 
family’s innate vocation to brotherhood. 

War, as we know, often begins with the inability to accept the diversity of 
others, which then fosters attitudes of aggrandizement and domination 
born of selfishness and pride, hatred and the desire to caricature, exclude 
and even destroy the other. War is fueled by a perversion of relation-
ships, by hegemonic ambitions, by abuses of power, by fear of others and 
by seeing diversity as an obstacle. And these, in turn, are aggravated by 
the experience of war. 

As I observed during my recent Apostolic Journey to Japan, our world is 
paradoxically marked by “a perverse dichotomy that tries to defend and 
ensure stability and peace through a false sense of security sustained by a 
mentality of fear and mistrust, one that ends up poisoning relationships 
between peoples and obstructing any form of dialogue. Peace and inter-
national stability are incompatible with attempts to build upon the fear of 
mutual destruction or the threat of total annihilation. They can be 
achieved only on the basis of a global ethic of solidarity and cooperation 
in the service of a future shaped by interdependence and shared respon-
sibility in the whole human family of today and tomorrow”.[2] 

Every threatening situation feeds mistrust and leads people to withdraw 
into their own safety zone. Mistrust and fear weaken relationships and 
increase the risk of violence, creating a vicious circle that can never lead 
to a relationship of peace. Even nuclear deterrence can only produce the 
illusion of security. 

We cannot claim to maintain stability in the world through the fear of 
annihilation, in a volatile situation, suspended on the brink of a nuclear 
abyss and enclosed behind walls of indifference. As a result, social and 
economic decisions are being made that lead to tragic situations where 
human beings and creation itself are discarded rather than protected and 
preserved.[3] How, then, do we undertake a journey of peace and mutual 
respect? How do we break the unhealthy mentality of threats and fear? 
How do we break the current dynamic of distrust? 

We need to pursue a genuine fraternity based on our common origin 
from God and exercised in dialogue and mutual trust. The desire for 
peace lies deep within the human heart, and we should not resign our-
selves to seeking anything less than this. 

2. Peace, a journey of listening based on memory, solidarity and frater-
nity 

The Hibakusha, the survivors of the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, are among those who currently keep alive the flame of 
collective conscience, bearing witness to succeeding generations to the 
horror of what happened in August 1945 and the unspeakable sufferings 
that have continued to the present time. Their testimony awakens and 
preserves the memory of the victims, so that the conscience of humanity 
may rise up in the face of every desire for dominance and destruction. 
“We cannot allow present and future generations to lose the memory of 
what happened here. It is a memory that ensures and encourages the 
building of a more fair and fraternal future”.[4] 

Like the Hibakusha, many people in today’s world are working to ensure 
that future generations will preserve the memory of past events, not only 
in order to prevent the same errors or illusions from recurring, but also to 
enable memory, as the fruit of experience, to serve as the basis and inspi-
ration for present and future decisions to promote peace. 

What is more, memory is the horizon of hope. Many times, in the dark-
ness of wars and conflicts, the remembrance of even a small gesture of 
solidarity received can lead to courageous and even heroic decisions. It 
can unleash new energies and kindle new hope in individuals and com-
munities. 

Setting out on a journey of peace is a challenge made all the more com-
plex because the interests at stake in relationships between people, com-
munities and nations, are numerous and conflicting. We must first appeal 
to people’s moral conscience and to personal and political will. Peace 
emerges from the depths of the human heart and political will must al-
ways be renewed, so that new ways can be found to reconcile and unite 
individuals and communities. 

The world does not need empty words but convinced witnesses, peace-
makers who are open to a dialogue that rejects exclusion or manipula-
tion. In fact, we cannot truly achieve peace without a convinced dialogue 
between men and women who seek the truth beyond ideologies and 
differing opinions. Peace “must be built up continually”;[5] it is a journey 
made together in constant pursuit of the common good, truthfulness and 
respect for law. Listening to one another can lead to mutual understand-
ing and esteem, and even to seeing in an enemy the face of a brother or 
sister. 

The peace process thus requires enduring commitment. It is a patient 
effort to seek truth and justice, to honour the memory of victims and to 
open the way, step by step, to a shared hope stronger than the desire for 
vengeance. In a state based on law, democracy can be an important para-
digm of this process, provided it is grounded in justice and a commitment 
to protect the rights of every person, especially the weak and marginal-
ized, in a constant search for truth.[6] This is a social undertaking, an 
ongoing work in which each individual makes his or her contribution re-
sponsibly, at every level of the local, national and global community. 

As Saint Paul VI pointed out, these “two aspirations, to equality and to 
participation, seek to promote a democratic society… This calls for an 
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education to social life, involving not only the knowledge of each person’s 
rights, but also its necessary correlative: the recognition of his or her 
duties with regard to others. The sense and practice of duty are them-
selves conditioned by the capacity for self-mastery and by the acceptance 
of responsibility and of the limits placed upon the freedom of individuals 
or the groups”.[7] 

Divisions within a society, the increase of social inequalities and the re-
fusal to employ the means of ensuring integral human development en-
danger the pursuit of the common good. Yet patient efforts based on the 
power of the word and of truth can help foster a greater capacity for 
compassion and creative solidarity. 

In our Christian experience, we constantly remember Christ, who gave his 
life to reconcile us to one another (cf. Rom 5:6-11). The Church shares 
fully in the search for a just social order; she continues to serve the com-
mon good and to nourish the hope for peace by transmitting Christian 
values and moral teaching, and by her social and educational works. 

3. Peace, a journey of reconciliation in fraternal communion 

The Bible, especially in the words of the Prophets, reminds individuals 
and peoples of God’s covenant with humanity, which entails renouncing 
our desire to dominate others and learning to see one another as per-
sons, sons and daughters of God, brothers and sisters. We should never 
encapsulate others in what they may have said or done, but value them 
for the promise that they embody. Only by choosing the path of respect 
can we break the spiral of vengeance and set out on the journey of hope. 

We are guided by the Gospel passage that tells of the following conversa-
tion between Peter and Jesus: “Lord, how often shall my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to 
him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven” (Mt 18:21
-22). This path of reconciliation is a summons to discover in the depths of 
our heart the power of forgiveness and the capacity to acknowledge one 
another as brothers and sisters. When we learn to live in forgiveness, we 
grow in our capacity to become men and women of peace. 

What is true of peace in a social context is also true in the areas of poli-
tics and the economy, since peace permeates every dimension of life in 
common. There can be no true peace unless we show ourselves capable 
of developing a more just economic system. As Pope Benedict XVI said 
ten years ago in his Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate, “in order to de-
feat underdevelopment, action is required not only on improving ex-
change-based transactions and implanting public welfare structures, but 
above all on graduallyincreasing openness, in a world context, to forms of 
economic activity marked by quotas of gratuitousness and commun-
ion” (No. 39). 

4. Peace, a journey of ecological conversion 

“If a mistaken understanding of our own principles has at times led us to 
justify mistreating nature, to exercise tyranny over creation, to engage in 
war, injustice and acts of violence, we believers should acknowledge that 
by so doing we were not faithful to the treasures of wisdom which we 
have been called to protect and preserve”.[8] 

Faced with the consequences of our hostility towards others, our lack of 
respect for our common home or our abusive exploitation of natural 
resources – seen only as a source of immediate profit, regardless of local 
communities, the common good and nature itself – we are in need of an 
ecological conversion. The recent Synod on the Pan-Amazon Region 
moves us to make a pressing renewed call for a 
peaceful relationship between communities and 
the land, between present and past, between 
experience and hope. 

This journey of reconciliation also calls for listen-
ing and contemplation of the world that God has 
given us as a gift to make our common home. 
Indeed, natural resources, the many forms of life 
and the earth itself have been entrusted to us “to 
till and keep” (Gen 1:15), also for future genera-
tions, through the responsible and active partici-

pation of everyone. We need to change the way we think and see things, 
and to become more open to encountering others and accepting the gift 
of creation, which reflects the beauty and wisdom of its Creator. 

All this gives us deeper motivation and a new way to dwell in our com-
mon home, to accept our differences, to respect and celebrate the life 
that we have received and share, and to seek living conditions and mod-
els of society that favour the continued flourishing of life and the devel-
opment of the common good of the entire human family. 

The ecological conversion for which we are appealing will lead us to a 
new way of looking at life, as we consider the generosity of the Creator 
who has given us the earth and called us to a share it in joy and modera-
tion. This conversion must be understood in an integral way, as a trans-
formation of how we relate to our sisters and brothers, to other living 
beings, to creation in all its rich variety and to the Creator who is the 
origin and source of all life. For Christians, it requires that “the effects of 
their encounter with Jesus Christ become evident in their relationship 
with the world around them”.[9] 

5. “We obtain all that we hope for”[10] 

The journey of reconciliation calls for patience and trust. Peace will not 
be obtained unless it is hoped for. 

In the first place, this means believing in the possibility of peace, believ-
ing that others need peace just as much as we do. Here we can find inspi-
ration in the love that God has for each of us: a love that is liberating, 
limitless, gratuitous and tireless. 

Fear is frequently a source of conflict. So it is important to overcome our 
human fears and acknowledge that we are needy children in the eyes of 
the One who loves us and awaits us, like the father of the prodigal son 
(cf. Lk 15:11-24). The culture of fraternal encounter shatters the culture 
of conflict. It makes of every encounter a possibility and a gift of God’s 
generous love. It leads us beyond the limits of our narrow horizons and 
constantly encourages us to a live in a spirit of universal fraternity, as 
children of the one heavenly Father. 

For the followers of Christ, this journey is likewise sustained by the sacra-
ment of Reconciliation, given by the Lord for the remission of sins of the 
baptized. This sacrament of the Church, which renews individuals and 
communities, bids us keep our gaze fixed on Jesus, who reconciled “all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the 
blood of his cross” (Col 1:20). It requires us to set aside every act of vio-
lence in thought, word and deed, whether against our neighbours or 
against God’s creation. 

The grace of God our Father is bestowed as unconditional love. Having 
received his forgiveness in Christ, we can set out to offer that peace to 
the men and women of our time. Day by day, the Holy Spirit prompts in 
us ways of thinking and speaking that can make us artisans of justice and 
peace. 

May the God of peace bless us and come to our aid. 

May Mary, Mother of the Prince of Peace and Mother of all the peoples 
of the earth, accompany and sustain us at every step of our journey of 
reconciliation. 

And may all men and women who come into this world experience a life 
of peace and develop fully the promise of life and love dwelling in their 
heart. 

From the Vatican, 8 December 2019 

[1] BENEDICT XVI, Encyclical Letter Spe Salvi (30 November 2007), 1. 
[2] Address on Nuclear Weapons, Nagasaki, Atomic Bomb Hypocenter, 24 November 2019. 
[3] Cf. Homily at Lampedusa, 8 July 2013. 
[4] Address on Peace, Hiroshima, Peace Memorial, 24 November 2019. 
[5] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes, 78. 
[6] Cf. BENEDICT XVI, Address to the Italian Christian Workers’ Associations, 27 January 2006. 
[7] Apostolic Letter Octogesima Adveniens (14 May 1971), 24. 
[8] Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (24 May 2015). 
[9] Ibid., 217. 
[10] Cf. SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS, Noche obscura, II, 21,8. 
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The nun working to bring justice to immigrants at the border 

Sister Ann Durst believes that the immigration crisis requires a faith-based response. 

By Rosie McCarty  

Two nuns in a condo. That’s all Casa Cor-
nelia Law Center was in 1992 when it 
began. The San Diego-based pro bono 
immigration law center now employs 
more than 30 full-time staff members 
and hundreds of volunteers. Since its 
beginning, the law center has provided 
critical legal assistance and humanitarian 
protection to more than 15,000 vulnera-
ble men, women, and children. 

One of those nuns, cofounder of Casa 
Cornelia, is Society of the Holy Child Je-
sus Sister Ann Durst. “What began very 
simply and in a very small way is now a 
very important piece in the delivery of 
justice with compassion to the immigrant 
community in San Diego County,” Sister 
Ann says. “It’s an important little effort, a 
modest effort when one considers the 
global situation. This is just a very small 
piece.” 

Raised in Waukegan, Illinois, Sister Ann 
had a vested interest in immigration 
from the beginning. “It was in me,” she 
says. The granddaughter of immigrants—
Irish on her mother’s side and German-
speaking Luxembourger on her father’s 
side—Sister Ann grew up in a diverse, 
vibrant community filled with different 
ethnic churches and immigrant groups. 

Like many Catholic women did after high 
school during the mid-1950s, Sister Ann 
answered a call from God and joined a 
religious congregation, the Society of the 
Holy Child Jesus (SHCJ). 

“I believed I had a vocation. I believed 
this is where God wanted me to be,” she 
says. 

“I tell people the reason why I joined 
probably is not the reason why I re-
mained in the congregation all of these 
years. Life changes, and so it’s kind of an 
ever changing story.” 

SHCJ is primarily an educational order, so 
Sister Ann began her vocation working in 
parochial schools across New York and 
New Jersey before serving as president 
of Rosemont College in Rosemont, Penn-
sylvania for seven years. She then re-

ceived her law degree from Georgetown 
University Law Center and began provid-
ing legal counsel to the Pennsylvania 
State System of Higher Education. 

After counseling university presidents for 
four years, Sister Ann felt her vocation 
changing again. “I realized that I wanted 
to do something that responded more to 
the plight of the immigrant,” she says. 

At the direction of her congregation, 
Sister Ann traveled along the U.S.-
Mexico border from Brownsville, Texas 
all the way to San Diego. Together with 
Sister Mary Wayne Gradon of the Euro-
pean Province of SHCJ, they decided 
that, as one of the busiest land border 
crossings in the world, San Diego was 
where they would set up their mission 
for the poor. They signed a lease, and 
Casa Cornelia was born. 

Casa Cornelia was named after SHCJ’s 
founder, Cornelia Connelly. The organiza-
tion follows her directive to “[meet] the 
needs of the age with actions, not 
words.” Through Sister Ann’s leadership 
and the work of her dedicated staff, Casa 
Cornelia has been doing just that for the 
most poor and vulnerable in Southern 
California over the last 27 years. 

Last year, the organization provided legal 
advice, representation, support, and re-
ferrals to individuals from 64 different 
countries, speaking 48 different lan-
guages, all desperately seeking a better 
life in the United States. Casa Cornelia’s 
clients are asylum seekers, victims of 
violent crimes (including domestic vio-
lence and human trafficking), and those 
affected by the family separation crisis, 
including many children. 

In 2001 the organization made a commit-
ment to represent every unaccompanied 
child detained by the government—a 
commitment it has upheld even as the 
number of children has grown signifi-
cantly. 

While the immigration crisis continues to 
worsen at the border, across the United 
States, and globally, the work of Casa 
Cornelia is more important—and more 

overwhelming—than ever. Casa Cornel-
ia’s dedication to dealing with one per-
son at a time keeps the organization con-
tinually moving forward. “We pursue 
justice with compassion,” Sister Ann 
says, “one case at a time.” 

Faith has always been at the heart of 
Sister Ann’s work. She believes that, with 
the current political disharmony in our 
country, the immigration crisis requires a 
faith-based response. 

“It’s a tough world requiring the belief 
that you just have to respond, to do 
what you can do, knowing that you’re 
engaged in this redemptive process of 
bringing life out of death and believing 
that Jesus continues to redeem the 
world and these suffering peoples,” she 
says. 

Working with and advocating for de-
fenseless individuals and families can be 
overwhelming and frustrating. But Sister 
Ann draws on her faith to find joy amid 
suffering. “You are enabling this person 
who has suffered so much to live a safe 
existence,” she says. “Whenever you can 
enable someone to live a little bit more 
fully, it’s a joyous experience.” 

Sister Ann worked as a practicing attor-
ney at Casa Cornelia for many years but 
has now stepped back into a more ad-
ministrative and fund-raising role. When 
asked to reflect on the most and least 
enjoyable aspects of her work over the 
years, her answer is simple: “It’s not a 
dichotomy.” While there were certainly 
more unpleasant, laborious tasks, she 
says, “It would be wrong to separate the 
suffering from the joy. That misses the 
whole thing. It’s all one.” 

Monday, December 30, 2019 
 

http://www.uscatholic.org/ 
 

Rosie McCarty is a writer 
living in Chicago. 

https://www.uscatholic.org/authors/rosie-mccarty-30443

