
Welcome to OLQP Catholic Church! 
 Address: 2700 19th Street South 
  Arlington VA 22204 
 Phone: 703-979-5580 
 Email: office@olqpva.org 
 Website: www.olqpva.org 
 

Pastor: 
 Fr. Tim Hickey, CSSp., thickey@olqpva.org 
Parochial Vicar: 
 Fr. Martin Vu, CSSp., mvu@olqpva.org 
Ministerio Latino: 
 Fr. Joseph Nangle, OFM,  j.nangleofm@yahoo.com 
Deacon:  
 Deacon Tony Remedios, tremedios@olqpva.org 
 

Daily Mass Schedule: 
 Monday-Friday– 12 Noon 

Weekend Mass Schedule: 

 Saturdays — 5:30 pm Vigil 

 Sundays — 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am, 

 1:00 pm (Spanish), and 6:00 pm (Young Adult Mass) 
 

Baptism: 
 Please call or email the office to make arrangements. 
Marriage Preparation: 
 Please contact the parish office at least six months  
    before wedding date to complete requirements. 
Reconciliation: 
 Sat, 4:45-5:15pm; by appointment 
Business Manager: 
 Christina Kozyn, ckozyn@olqpva.org 
Office Receptionist / Hispanic Liaison (bilingual): 
 Thelma Molina, tmolina@olqpva.org 
Office Administrative Assistants: 
 Jeannette Gantz Daly, jgantzdaly@olqpva.org 
 Michele Chang, mchang@olqpva.org 
Faith Formation Director: 
 Theresa Kennedy Palmisano, tpalmisano@olqpva.org 
Faith Formation Assistant (bilingual): 
 Cecilia Lopez Oetgen, clopez@olqpva.org 
Faith Formation Consultant: 
 Katie Remedios, kremedios@olqpva.org 
Youth Minister: 
 Position Open 
Social Justice and Outreach Minister (bilingual): 
 Sally Diaz-Wells, sdiazwells@olqpva.org 
Outreach Assistant: 
 Position Open 
Maintenance Supervisor: 
 Michael Hill, mgdvet53155@yahoo.com 
Evening Custodian: 
 Joe Martocci, jmartocci@olqpva.org 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 

Wednesday—9 AM, office@olqpva.org 

 

OLQP MISSION STATEMENT 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church is dedicated to 
witnessing the teachings of Jesus Christ, especially the 
Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 25:31-46. Our mission is 
to nurture the spirit and to encourage the potential of 
those we serve through liturgical celebration, educational 
endeavors and social ministries. The parish will continue 
to identify with its origin as a Black parish. As a multi-
ethnic congregation we will seek to promote racial harmo-
ny and social justice. While our primary focus is within the 
immediate community, we will also work to provide for 
the well-being of the downtrodden everywhere. In this we 
strive for our parish community to be a caring, sharing, 
and loving family. 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Church  
Nuestra Señora Reina de la Paz 

 

September 16, 2018 
 

 

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in  
ordinary time 

This Sunday’s 2nd Collection 

OLQP RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 

Next Sunday Special 2nd Collection 

ASSIST VICTIMS OF FLOODING IN INDIA.   

THE PARISH PICNIC HAS BEEN CANCELED  
DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER! 

The Picnic Committee met and looked at several predictions for the 
weekend and noted that several including the Weather Channel and 
the Washington Post are calling for a 60% chance of rain on Sun-
day,  60% chance of rain on Friday and a 40% chance of rain on Satur-
day.  They feel that after 3 days of rain the picnic area at the park will 
be muddy and may in fact be flooded as it is on the banks of a large 
creek. Already on Thursday afternoon the Barcroft natural grass fields 
were closed due to rain saturation. So unfortunately the decision was 
made by the committee to cancel the picnic due to predicted bad 
weather and poor conditions.  The picnic cannot be moved to Fr Ray 
Hall as we have to move the church Sunday after the Noon Mass over 
to Fr Ray Hall to have it all set up for the 6pm Mass. 
The Church will be officially closed for renovations beginning Sunday 
after the 12 Noon bilingual Mass. The question of holding the picnic 
at a later date was raised by the Parish Advisory Board and will be 
investigated to see what dates and sites might be available. 
In anticipation of the picnic, a special mass schedule was planned for 
this weekend – that will remain in place: 5:30 Vigil Mass on Saturday; 
8 am, 9:30 am, 12 noon Bilingual and 6 pm 
(No 11:15 or 1 pm Mass). 

 

"Get behind me, Satan.  
You are thinking not as 

God does, but as  
human beings do."  
                             Mk 8:33 



THE 24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Is 50:5-9A; Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35 

Next weekend’s Readings: (25th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Wis 2:12, 17-20; Jas 3:16-4:3; Mk 9:30-37 

 
OUR  SICK  AND  HOMEBOUND  STRENGTHEN  US 

Please pray for: Lousie Aust, Elizabeth Ball, Suri Barahona, Ronald 
Bashian, Francis Bilgera, Precious Bowens, April Brassard,  Lynne Burgh,  
Brody Carroll, Louise Chambers, Carmen Rosa Claure, Jeff Cory, Mary Da-
Luca, Cheryl Darby, Adrienne DiCerbo, Yolanda Gregorio, Ernest Donatto, 
Irene Fitzpatrick, Ann Flack, Yevette Francois, Anne Fullerton, Karen Gam-
mache, Trishann Ganley,  Francine Gemmill, Carmen Gonzalez, the Harris 
Family, Linda Hawkins, Clare Hayden, Dee Hickey, Margaret Hodges, Beat-
riz Uribe Jaramillo, Rodrigo Jaramillo, Lillian Jay, Pat Johnson, Cindy Ker-
nick, Carmen Andrea Lara, Patrick Lawrey, Maria Linares, Lidia Montero 
Lopez, Mary Helen Madden, Kathy Martin, Wil McBride, Stefan McGuigan, 
Olga MacKenzie, Martha Gladys Medina, Roberto Méndez, Arthur Miller, 
Mary Miller, Yvonne Mockler, Carmen Montijo, Dorothy Moran, Bob Mor-
sches, Clem Munno, Chelsea Murray, Indira Murillo,  Bruyce Niligis, Nicho-
las, Denise Noland, Patrick Ogden, Delfima Pacheco-Choque, Roy Paco, 
Catherine Parr, Mary Pasquarella, Mark Pazich, Minnie Pazich, Patrick, 
Catherine Peake, Paul Ramirez, Maddie Respicio-Cabatic, Wally Reyes, 
Michael Rodgers, Maritza Roldan, Carolyn Santos, Susan Savage, Jane 
Shepard, Janet Shirvanian, Mary Shookhoff, Jeffrey Smith, Mary E. Smith, 
Eva Souza, Paul Steinmetz, Nina Stewart, Michael Arthur Sweat, Mary 
Terlep, Rose Trujillo, Fr. Tom Tunney, Nancy Urquizo, Dolores Valadéz, 
Stephen Utley, Kate Witkowski, Matt Wixon, Mary Woods, Claudia Zapata. 

 
MASS INTENTIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 15-21 

5:30 pm —for Sonia Dias D’Souza (D) by Jude Dias 
8 am—for Thomas & Theresa Dunphy, & Sarah Duffy (D) by Bob Dunphy 

9:30 am—for Carola Velez (D) by Mary & Mike Ray 
12 noon—for the Parish 

6 pm— for Manuel Ortega Garcia (D) by Fr. Tim 
Mon. 11:00— for Victor Bella (D) by Dan McGodrick 

Tues. 12:00 noon— for Susan Corbell (D) by Susan Bruns 
Wed. 12:00 noon— for Emily L. Reuter (D) by Joe Martocci 

Thu. 12:00 noon— for the Parish 
Fri. 12:00 noon— for Sam Hazou (D) by Thomas F. Fisher 

 
SUNDAY COLLECTIONS: 

Sunday Collection:  $8,139 
Faith Direct (August Average): $9,854 

 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)  JOIN US! 

-- Seeking to be baptized?  
-- Already baptized in another faith tradition and considering joining the 
Catholic Church?  
-- Interested in adult confirmation?  
RCIA is a place to ask questions and seek understanding of how God acts 
in our lives and how our faith motivates us to serve others. A new group is 
forming, and the journey begins with a “no-strings” inquiry session on 
Thursday, September 20, in Founders Room.  
We are also seeking parishioners to support our candidates on their jour-
ney as sponsors or Companions on the Journey. This is a very rewarding 
ministry and a wonderful way to deepen your own faith while you accom-
pany one of our inquirers on this faith journey. 
Members of the RCIA team are outside after Mass this weekend to an-
swer questions. Contact: Alice and Kevin Curtin (703-461-3082 or 
acurtin947@aol.com) 

 
YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY -  Any young adults interested in continu-

ing to explore and grow their faith through a regular meeting bible study 
group please email dreasst@olqpva.org. All young adults are welcome! 

CALLING ALL OLQP FAMILIES! Catholic Foundations, for grades PK-6th, 

and Family Mass will begin again for the year on Saturday, October 13, 
with classes running from 2:30-4:00 pm, and Family Mass to follow from 
4:00-5:00 pm. Parents can take part in an adult-friendly, on-theme discus-
sion with Fr. Tim in the Church (or Hall) while kids' classes are in session. 
Please register for Foundations classes under the "Children and Family" 
tab on the OLQP website, or pick up a Faith Formation registration form in 
the back of the church, and turn it into Theresa Palmisano. After October, 
all Foundations classes and Family Masses will take place on the first Sat-
urday of the month, same time, same place! Finally, to celebrate the start 
to the new year of Faith Formation, we'll be hosting a Welcome Back 
Potluck for all families directly following the first Family Mass on October 
13! Please bring a favorite side dish, and we'll provide the main dish! 
Please email Director of Faith Formation, Theresa Palmisano, at 
tpalmisano@olqpva.org, with questions or for further details. 

 
4TH SUNDAY YOUNG ADULT POTLUCK - Join us after the 6 pm Mass 

on September 23 in the Founders Room starting at 7:15 pm.  The theme 
for this month’s young adult potluck will be "Fall Foods".  As we begin the 
Fall season feel free to bring your favorite Fall food or drink to share.  All 
Young Adults are welcome.  The Founders Room will be open and availa-
ble before Mass if anybody needs to keep their items refrigerated, heat-
ed, or plugged in before the potluck. 

 
CALLING ALL TEENS! Come hang with us at our second annual Teen 

Night on September 23rd at 7:15 pm. Any youth ages 13 and up are wel-
come! We will also be hosting a TEEN OPEN MIC NIGHT on Saturday, Sep-
tember 29th at 7:00 pm. Sing a song, get your groove on, and, of course, 
enjoy some delicious pizza. Bringing friends is encouraged. Contact Jesse 
Remedios at dreasst@olqpva.org with any questions.   

 
CHIILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD - CLW is in urgent need for par-

ent volunteers for the 11:15 am mass to be Virtus trained on September 
26th at OLQP. In order for CLW to continue to run for our children, we 
need to comply with diocesan requirements that mandate at least one 
Virtus trained adult be present with the children at all times. Please con-
sider being trained if you would like the program to continue. Contact 
dreasst@olqpva.org with any questions.  

 
MEDOR NEWS…MEDICAL INTERNET IN A BOX 

Denny Baumann and Bethel Computers for Education have given the clinic 
in Medor and in Fondwa a Medical Internet In A Box. This is a device load-
ed with medical books, a medical encyclopedia, and medical videos de-
signed for patient instruction, all available in Creole, French, Spanish and 
English! It is a wealth of information for medical personnel and is especial-
ly useful in places like Medor, where there is poor internet connectivity 
and few books. Sister Nalta, Head Nurse of the Medor Community Clinic, 
says that patients are more likely to believe information they learn from 
the Medical Internet In A Box than when she tells them the exact same 
information. Thank you, Denny and Bethel Computers for Education, for 
this wonderful tool! It is helping improve the health of patients in Medor 
and everywhere it is used! Check out Dr. Sue's blog on Medor at  
marysusancarlson.tumblr.com 

Please continue to pray for our sisters and brothers in Haiti. 

 
2018 OPIOID CONFERENCE - Seeking Hope & Healing In The Midst Of 

The Opioid Crisis, Saturday, September 29, 2018, Good Sheppard Catholic 
Church. 8710 Mount Vernon Hwy, Alexandria, VA 22309, 9 am Mass, 9:30 
am registration, 10 am -3 pm  Program.  Keynote Address by Dr. Michael 
Horne, Psy. D.  Lunch and refreshments will be provided, but free will 
offering for refreshments and lunch will be accepted. Registration by Sep-
tember 26, 2018 at events@arlingtondiocese.org 

September 15-16, 2018 The 24th Sunday in Ordinary Times 

A Consistent Ethic of Life Catholic Community  
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JUST A THOUGHT… Throughout the Gospels Jesus is drawn to the out-

casts to poor and the marginalized.  We see him time and time again 
reaching out to the leper and unclean, to people that he should have 
avoided but instead he embraced.  It is precisely in his embracing of the 
“suffering ones” that I believe Jesus’ identity shines forth.  In today’s 
Gospel Jesus asks the disciples “But who do you say that I am”?  And 
Peter, correctly, responds, “You are the Christ!”  To which Jesus responds 
by telling them to keep it to themselves and not tell anyone who he real-
ly is.  Jesus then goes on to tell them that even though he is the Messiah, 
he is going to suffer greatly, be rejected by the religious leaders and ulti-
mately be killed! He tells them that anyone who wishes to follow him 
must deny themselves and pick up their cross and follow him and whoev-
er looses their life for him and for the sake of the Gospel will save their 
life!  Jesus is letting them all know that they too are going to be beaten, 
stripped and spit upon just like he was as he made his way to Golgo-
tha.  Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and to the cross was a journey of em-
bracing all of those who suffer under the weight of their crosses, crosses 
placed upon them by human traffickers, by unjust immigration poli-
cies.  An embracing of those who bare the weight of the crosses of rac-
ism, bigotry and marginalization.  On his journey to the cross Jesus 
aligned himself with all of the victims of abuse by clergy, by church lead-
ers, and anyone abused physically, sexually or emotionally.  He is the Son 
of the God of Isaiah who walked with the weak and vulnerable.  Just as 
he embraced those that others recoiled from or found unworthy or “out 
of place” as his followers we are called to embrace them and welcome 
them.  We are called to reach out the victims of abuse in our church and 
to call out and demand that their voices be heard.  In midst of a nation so 
divided we are called to be voices of unity to those who are marginalized 
and threatened because of the color of their skin or their nationality or 
their gender or orientation.  We are called to be voices of welcome to all 
those who are being turned away and chased down and deported.  They 
are the crucified among whose crosses, like Simon of Cyrene, we may 
help to carry, even if for just awhile.  And in the carrying of their crosses 
we may just come to know them better and to see Christ present in 
them.  Whose cross might I help carry?  Who might I let help carry my 
cross? 
Blessings, 
Fr Tim 

 
YARD SALE 

Saturday, September 29- 8:00 am to 2:00 pm 
The Spanish Prayer Group “Matthew 25” want to invite you to a commu-
nity Yard Sale to be held on Saturday, September 29 from 8:00 am to 
2:00 pm. We are accepting donations such as clothing, household items, 
etc. that are in good condition. Please contact Alex Salgado tel. 703-859-
4401 or Odalis Barrios 703-582-7501, e-mail  alex1962samo@gmail.com 
We also invite you to join us every Wednesday from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
in the Founders Room for a night of prayers, praises, reading the Gospel 
of the day and personal reflections (In Spanish). 

 
SIGN THE US CATHOLIC CLIMATE DECLARATION  -  As we celebrate 

the Season of Creation, the Integrity of Creation Committee invites you 
to sign the US Catholic Climate Declaration at the Parish Picnic and after 
Masses next weekend, Sept. 22-23. We also invite you to attend Catholic 
Climate Action: Today, Tomorrow, and How We Can Participate, by Jose 
Aguto, Associate Director of the Catholic Climate Covenant, on Sept. 27 
at 7:30 in the Founder’s Room.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH RENOVATION UPDATE 9/16 
CHURCH RENOVATION UPDATE 9/16   The railings are up on the new 
gathering space and all the ramps. You can see the walls for the new 
configuration of the ushers’ closet and confessional and new bathroom 
have gone up and plumbers have begun to make connections to the sew-
er line. The sacristy has been gutted, and all floor joists removed and 
taken back to the concrete foundation. They will be removing the pews 
beginning the week of the 17th. We are replacing the old pews (which 
are not original to the church, they came in the 1950’s from St Agnes 
when that church remodeled) as rebuilding and refinishing didn’t make 
sense financially, and we will be offering the old pews to OLQP parishion-
ers. They come in two pieces and can be rebuilt and refinished into one 
short pew, half the length. The issue is we don’t have space to store 
them so, if you are interested, the pew would have to be picked up right 
away. The four oldest pews that were purchased in the very early years 
of the church’s history -- when they used the church building as a parish 
hall and the kids played basketball in the church -- will be rebuilt and 
refinished, get new cushions and placed in Fr Ray Hall along the walls. 
The tricky part is that once the pews are removed the asbestos abate-
ment of the floor will begin so we need to get the pews out as soon as 
possible. They will remove them on Monday the 17th and Tuesday the 
18th. They must be picked up by evening of Tuesday the 18th!   If you are 
interested in a pew please call the parish office (703- 979-5580). We will 
give them away on a first come basis. You will need a truck or SUV to 
move them. The pews, once separated into two pieces, each piece, 
measures 6 foot 9 inches long. Please be sure to bring screwdrivers and 
someone to help you load up the pews.  We have been working over the 
past few weeks packing up all the church items and taking those that we 
need for Mass to Fr Ray Hall and others are being put in storage. One of 
the interesting finds in the demo of the sacristy was a papal blessing for 
the dedication of the church building on April 20th, 1947.  While it is not 
in pristine shape it is salvageable and we will have it professionally re-
framed. It had fallen behind one of the built in cabinets that had fallen 
away from the wall as the floor had sunk.  We will be moving out of the 
church immediately following the 12 Noon bilingual Mass Sunday, Sep-
tember 16th . The 6pm Mass on the 16th will be celebrated in Fr Ray 
Hall.  

 
CARPENTERS SHELTER DINNER,THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20: In 

lieu of the signup board, please email mary.resnick@gmail.com to sign 
up for dinner items. The number of sign-ups needed as of 9/12 is  below 
(in parenthesis).  Baked or Fried chicken, 8-10 pieces (4); Mac and cheese 
for 8 (1);  Green Salad for 6 (2); 8 Dinner Rolls (3); 1 Gallon Lemonade (2). 
Donations can be delivered to the parish office (M-F, 8:30-4:30) or Fr. Ray 
Hall on Sept 20, 4-5 pm. Please call 703-462-4841, or email with ques-
tions.  Thank you! 

 
BREAD PICK UP VOLUNTEER NEEDED - Can you volunteer once per 

month to pick up bread on Tuesday morning/afternoon and bring it to Fr 
Ray Hall for our food pantry?  Please consider volunteering with the food 
pantry to do this important job.  Interested, Questions?  contact Sally 
Diaz-Wells at sdiazwells@olqpva.org   

 
A SEASON of CREATION opportunity: Virginia Climate Crisis Forum 

Solutions to Climate Change, Tuesday, 9/18 at 7:30 pm at James Madison 
High School, Vienna. Details and registration at bit.ly/FACSclimateforum.  
Speakers include: Tim Kaine, Corey Stewart and a distinguished panel; 
sponsored by Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions (FACS). 

 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE IS SEPTEMBER 21- The theme is 

“The Right to Peace: Universal Declaration of Human Rights“.  For more 
details visit: http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/world-peace-day/ 

Striving to right our relationships with God, Others and Creation 

ECO-CHALLENGE: Week 3 of the Season of Creation. Theme: 

Clean and Safe Water.  Brainstorm ways to conserve around 
house, such as not running while brushing teeth and minimal lawn 
watering. Donate this week to an organization that promotes 
clean water such as our Haiti Project. 
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by Brian Harper 
 
In the Catholic world, it is difficult to talk 
about anything other than the church's 
self-inflicted crisis. That is not to say I 
have anything to add that hasn't been 
stated more intelligently or eloquently by 
others. What has been said bears re-
peating, though, again and again until the 
church has learned the lessons it evidently 
has yet to grasp. 
 
The crimes outlined in the Pennsylvania 
grand jury report are horrifying in a scope 
and kind that institutional apologies do 
not sufficiently confront. Announcements 
by more attorneys general of investiga-
tions into their states' dioceses should be 
welcome news to all. The church clearly 
needs outside help if it has any hope of 
reforming, and given the fat checks to 
lobbyists that defend the accused and 
thwart efforts to deliver justice to victims, 
one could be forgiven for doubting the 
hierarchy's stomach for change. 
 
That former Cardinal Theodore McCarrick 
could, until this year, maintain his stand-
ing as a popular and influential leader 
despite supposedly widespread 
knowledge of his predations is infuriating. 
Whatever Archbishop Carlo Maria 
Viganò's biases and own alleged culpabil-
ity in covering up sexual crimes, Viganò's 
accusations against Pope Francis call for a 
response. 
 
As countless commentators opine about 
the forces to blame for all this, many 
Catholics are wrestling with a more funda-
mental question: to stay or to go. At what 
point does membership in this body make 
one complicit in the worst it has to offer? 
How can one justify tithing to an organiza-
tion that has used that money to protect 
the guilty and silence the innocent? Why 
would one instruct their children in a tra-
dition that has been twisted to cover up 
heinous criminal acts? 
 
Throughout this seemingly unending 
nightmare, I have been moved both by 
accounts of those who feel compelled to 
remain within the faith as well as those 
who feel they have no choice but to leave. 
In addition to victims' brave accounts, 
ordinary laypersons' voices provide an 
indispensable window into how the sins of 
shepherds have ravaged their flock. 

 
I hope priests and bishops are sincerely 
listening. I hope whenever they encourage 
parishioners to stay in the church, they 
know that those who walk away do not do 
so lightly, that they might see themselves 
not as renouncing their faith so much as 
answering their consciences. 
 
As I have thought of my own calling and 
considered what this moment demands 
from me, I keep returning to the concept 
of powerlessness. People have rightly 
pointed out that the many layers of abuse 
in this scandal include the abuse of power. 
Priests used the power of their prestige to 
prey on the vulnerable, and bishops wield-
ed the same tool to keep these offenses 
under wraps. 
 
I myself have never felt particularly pow-
erless as a Catholic. Our religion maintains 
considerable sway in the United States, 
and as a man, I have always implicitly 
known that the church's design set many 
possible paths before me. Several good 
priests have approached me over the 
years and asked if I had ever considered 
joining their ranks. While I like to believe 
this is because I displayed qualities of a 
worthy pastor, I know many holier and 
more pastoral women who are barred 
from even contemplating that idea. 
 
But in the wake of McCarrick and Pennsyl-
vania, it is hard not to feel powerless. I 
can stop going to Mass, join another reli-
gion, withhold money from the collection 
basket, write a letter to my diocese, or 
fervently pray that we respond as victims 
deserve, but will it make any difference? 
Those at the top of the chain of command 
are not required to reply to me. As a 
priest said in response to a parent seeking 
specifics in how the church should adapt, 
"You and I have no influence." 
 
New as these feelings may be to me, they 
are all too common and far more painful 
for others. Start with victims of rape and 
sexual abuse, who shouldered trauma 
that their families sometimes did not even 
know about. Consider women, including 
nuns whose heroic work serving the poor 
has been scrutinized by church leaders. 
Think of gay people, whose sexual orien-
tation has been unfairly conflated with 
priests' and bishops' crimes. 
 

One of the great incongruities of Christi-
anity is its reverence for the powerless. 
We hail the power of one who cast his lot 
with those who had no power of their 
own. Jesus "did not regard equality with 
God something to be grasped," says St. 
Paul in his letter to the Philippians. In Isai-
ah 53, he is described as being "spurned 
and avoided by men, a man of suffering, 
knowing pain," and in Matthew 25, he 
stresses the special status of the hungry, 
thirsty, naked, sick and imprisoned, indi-
cating that they will ultimately be the 
masters of the rest of our fate. 
 
Some recommendations meant to address 
the sexual abuse crisis involve bishops and 
priests voluntarily relinquishing their pow-
er. This seems appropriate and in keeping 
with the humble station Jesus embraced. 
Church leaders would certainly have mod-
els to turn to — yes, Jesus, but also those 
aforementioned people who have 
suffered for so long. 
 
Though such a shift might lead some of us 
laypeople — and hopefully victims of 
abuse — to greater authority, we, too, can 
learn from those who have been most 
marginalized. They know Golgotha in a 
way no one ever should, and their cour-
age is without parallel. 
 
I still do not know what it means to be a 
Catholic in this present moment, to faith-
fully live out our creed. But as I contem-
plate the question, these are the people I 
look to. It was in betraying them that the 
church arrived at this dark hour and in 
turning to them that we might be saved. 
 
[Brian Harper is a student and public ser-
vice fellow in Fordham University's Gradu-
ate Program in International Political 
Economy and Development. He previously 
worked in communications with the Mid-
west Jesuits and served as a Jesuit Volun-
teer in Peru. You can read his work and 
listen to his music at brianharper.net.] 
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