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cooking for the soldiers. Indeed, as the
Union Army marched through the South
and large numbers of freed black men en-
listed, their female family members often
obtained employment with the unit. The
Union Army also paid black women to
raise cotton on plantations for the north-
ern government to sell.

Aboard the Navy hospital ship Red Rover
during the war, five black nurses served
under the direction of Catholic nuns. The
female medical personnel aboard the Red
Rover were the first women in history to
serve officially on board a naval vessel.
Four of their names—Alice Kennedy,
Sarah Kinno, Ellen Campbell and Betsy
Young--have been recorded.! | In fact,
black nurses are in the record books of
both Union and Confederate hospitals.
Some or all of them were midwives, be-
cause it was thought midwives were bet-
ter prepared for the sight of blood. As
many as 181 black nurses—both female
and male—served in convalescent and US
government hospitals in Maryland, Vir-
ginia, and North Carolina during the war.?

Note: The upcoming Black History
Month program will feature Dr.
Kathy Glass, Assoc. Prof. of African
American Literature and Women's
Studies, Duquesne University, Pitts-
burgh, PA. The program will be on
Saturday, February 18, 2012 at
7:00PM in the Founders Room.

Please join us.
For further information, contact
Veronica Dabney, vdabney@cox.net

1861, Major General Hunter assaulted
Fort Pulaski and freed all the slaves in the
area, including Susie King Taylor. In the
summer of 1862, at the age of 14, King
who had learned to read and write, set up
a school on St. Simon’s Island, Georgia,
behind Union lines. The school was for
black children, liberated slaves and sol-
diers.

Taylor met Captain C.T. Trowbridge who,
along with fellow Union officers, arrived
on the island to gather black troops for
what would become the First South Car-
olina Volunteers 33rd Regiment, an all
black unit. When Trowbridge and the Vol-
unteers left St. Simon’s Island, King ac-
companied them. Initially taken as a
laundress, her duties expanded to include
clerical work and nursing. For the next few
years, King assisted as the troops traveled
and battled through South Carolina, Geor-
gia, and Florida. Taylor met her first hus-
band, Edward King, a sergeant in the 33rd
Regiment, on St. Simon’s Island. 3

Mrs. King's experiences as a black em-
ployee of the Union Army are recounted
in her diary. She wrote of the unequal
treatment:

“The first colored troops did not receive
any pay for eighteen months, and the men
had to depend wholly on what they re-
ceived from the commissary...their wives
were obliged to support themselves and
children by washing for the officers, and
making cakes and pies which they sold to
the boys in camp. Finally, in 1863, the gov-
ernment decided to give them half pay,
but the men would accept none of this...
They preferred rather to give their services
to the state, which they did until 1864,

25<11 0 6( =

F il

f P i
d‘-’bw f{blf fa -f A at
&

when the government granted them full
pay, with all back due pay.” *

Following the war, Mrs. King established
another school for freed slaves. When her
husband, Sergeant Edward King of the
First South Carolina Volunteers, died in
1866, she collected a widow's pension. In
1879, she married Russell Taylor. Until her
death in 1915, she continued her advo-
cacy for black Civil War troops.
http://www.womensmemorial.org/Educa-
tion/BBH1998.html#1
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